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T  Welcome in the name of Jesus! T  
 

Today we celebrate the Seventh Sunday after Trinity. On this day, we remember how Jesus 

graciously sustains us through His Word and Sacraments. On account of sin, we live in a 

“desolate place” where nothing around us can truly satisfy. But Jesus died and rose again 

for our salvation and now comes to us with His Word of life, by which He saves us and 

strengthens us, that we might be equipped to reach our heavenly home. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that 

your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in 

which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the 

forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see 

the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which 

describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift. 
 

 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, 

as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, 

I humbly pray that You would open my heart 

to the preaching of Your Word so that I may 

repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 

only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

 

 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION:  We believe that when we receive 

Holy Communion together, we are publicly declaring both our unity in Christ and our 

agreement in doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10). We also believe that if we receive 

this sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

 

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess the 

teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have 

not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a 

course of instruction with us. 

 

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the 

pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the 

altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may remain in 

your pew. 
  



Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C  who made heaven and earth. 
  

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

  



Stand 
Hymn of Invocation: 864 Shepherd of Tender Youth 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170 ïc. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821 ï90, alt.  

Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716 ï96  

Text and tune: Public domain  

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Introit (spoken responsively)  Psalm 47:3, 6ï8; antiphon: vv. 1ï2 
P  Clap your hands, all peoples! 

  Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

C  For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 

  a great king over all the earth. 
 

P  He subdued peoples under us, 

  and nations under our feet. 

C  Sing praises to God, sing praises! 

  Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
P  For God is the King of all the earth; 

  sing praises with a psalm! 

C  God reigns over the nations; 

  God sits on his holy throne. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

   as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P  Clap your hands, all peoples! 

  Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

C  For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 

  a great king over all the earth. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 
 

  



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke  

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 
  

P  Let us pray. 

O God, whose never-failing providence orders all things both in heaven and earth, 

we humbly implore You to put away from us all hurtful things and to give us those 

things that are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 2:7ï17 

 7Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into 

his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8And the LORD 

God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had 

formed. 9And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is 



pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, 

and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

 10A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became 

four rivers. 11The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the 

whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12And the gold of that land is good; 

bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is 

the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river 

is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 

 15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 

keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of 

every tree of the garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 

not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

  

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual (spoken responsively)  Psalm 34:11, 5 

P  Come, O children, listen to me; 

  I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

C  Those who look to him are radiant, 

  and their faces shall never be ashamed. 

 
Epistle Romans 6:19ï23 

 19I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as 

you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to 

more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to 

sanctification. 

 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21But 

what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now 

ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been set free from 

sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its 

end, eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

  



Stand 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 8:1ï9 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord.  
  

 1In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to 

eat, [Jesus] called his disciples to him and said to them, 2“I have compassion on the 

crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3And 

if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of 

them have come from far away.” 4And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed 

these people with bread here in this desolate place?” 5And he asked them, “How many 

loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6And he directed the crowd to sit down on 

the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and 

gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the 

crowd. 7And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these 

also should be set before them. 8And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the 

broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9And there were about four thousand 

people. And he sent them away. 

  

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
  



Nicene Creed 

C  I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

  



Sit 
Hymn of the Day: 849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955  

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia  

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763  

Tune: Public domain  

 
Sermon 

 

Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

P  In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

  

P  To the Lord our God, who reigns over the nations from His holy throne, that He 

would graciously subdue all spiritual enemies under our feet, giving us a share in 

the victory Christ has won for us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
  



P  For our missionaries in this country and around the world, that all people would 

receive the bread of everlasting life given in the Word and Sacraments, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

  

P  For the delegates who assemble in convention this week, that God would give 

them wisdom to work for the welfare of our Synod; that He would guard the lips 

of those who speak and the ears of those who hear; that He would give us courage 

to do with integrity what we promise; and that, according to His will, He would 

bless and prosper the plans and actions undertaken in His name, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
  

P  For all mankind, made in God’s image and given this dignity in His sight, that His 

gift of earthly life would be defended at every age, from natural conception to 

natural death, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

  

P  For those in any need, [especially _____________,]  that they would receive 

healing of mind, body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
  

P  For those gathered here to receive the Lord’s Supper, that they would be given the 

true bread from heaven, the body and blood of Christ, our Savior, and share even 

now in the eternal life of paradise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
  

P  Heavenly Father, in Holy Baptism You claimed us as Your own holy people in 

Your Son. Strengthen and preserve us in this holiness, that we might not give 

ourselves over again to the slavery of sin and lawlessness leading to death, but 

instead to the slavery of righteousness that leads to eternal life; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
  

Sit 
Offering 

During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your 

pew. 

 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Stand 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

  

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 

death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 

lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death 

and will rise again to new life. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke  



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate 

the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree 

of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust 

in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits 

of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come 

to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke  

 

Sit 
Distribution 

Visitors ï Please see the note on the inside, front cover of this service folder regarding our 

Holy Communion policy. 

 

  In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T  in peace. 

C  Amen. 
 

  



Distribution Hymn: 617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2 ï3): Martin Luther, 

1483 ï1546  

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter  

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763  

Tune: Public domain  

 



Distribution Hymn: 790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650 ï80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827 ï78, alt.  

Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang -Buchs, 1665, Stralsund  

Text and tune: Public domain  

 

  



Stand 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29ï32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P  Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

  



Benediction 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T  give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: 643 Sent Forth by God's Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916 ï97, alt.  
Tune: Welsh  

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763  

Tune: Public domain  
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THIS WEEKôS CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sun. 7/23 The Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

 Pastor Rod Zwonitzer presiding 

 ¶ Divine Service 9:30 a.m.  

¶ Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 

Mon. 7/24 Office Manager, Debbie, off in the afternoon for her dadôs burial. 

 

Tue. 7/25 Church Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

  

Fri. 7/28 Distribute Augustôs Newsletter 

 Office Manager, Debbie, off today. 

 

Sun. 7/30 The Eighth Sunday after Trinity  

 Pastor Terry Nelson presiding 

 ¶ Divine Service 9:30 a.m.  

¶ Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

TODAYôS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY AFTER CHURCH – All  are invited to join Pastor Zwonitzer in the 

basement Fellowship Hall directly after church (10:45 a.m.) for Adult Bible Study. Pastor will be 

teaching on the 3 scripture lessons for today, and snacks will be available too. Please come and 

delve deeper into today’s Bible readings! 

 

QUILTING BEE ON HIATUS UNTIL AUGUST – St. Mark’s ladies’ Quilting Bee group will 

be on hiatus from now until Thursday, August 3. On that date, quilting will meet at 10:00 a.m. 

and also on each subsequent Thursday at that time. 

 

ACCEPTING FLOWER FUND DONATIONS– St. Mark’s Altar Flower Fund balance is starting 

to get low and, therefore, donations for it would be greatly appreciated. If you’d like to donate 

toward having fresh flowers on our altar each Sunday, please place cash or check into a pink 

flower envelope, write “Altar Flowers” on the front, and place it in an offering plate. Thanks! 

 

JOIN US IN READING THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 2023! For us Christians, there is no greater 

joy than meditating on the Holy Scriptures, for there God proclaims to us the Truth of Christ, so 

that in Him we might have life! With this in mind, the Board of Elders invites you to join in with 

other congregations in our Circuit by reading through the entire Bible in 2023. You can pick up 

at any time. Please visit crafteddaily.com for the reading plan. 

 



THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!  Wow, St. Mark’s had an amazing Vacation Bible 

School here all last week and it wouldn’t have been possible without the help of so many people! 

From those who helped pick up the heavy decorations at Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church 

the prior week, to all of the staff that worked with the kids during VBS, and including everyone 

who helped clean up on Friday, YOU ALL ROCKED!! There will be a larger write-up about 

VBS in August’s upcoming newsletter, but in the meantime, just know that our Board of Family 

& Youth is incredibly grateful for the wonderful volunteers we had! 

 

COLLECTING BOTTLES/CANS FOR ZIAH TOWN LUTHERAN SCHOOL - If you would 

like to donate your returnable cans and bottles, the Board of Human Care is accepting them 

weekly! Just bring your bag to church and an usher will let you know where you can put them. A 

member of the Human Care Board will collect them and make the return. All money will then go 

into the fund for the Ziah Town Liberian Lutheran School to be used for catechisms and/ or school 

supplies. You may also make donations at any time by either putting your check/cash in a green 

envelope and writing “Joe Boway” on the front (checks made payable to St. Mark’s), or visiting 

the St. Mark’s website, clicking on the online giving button and selecting the fund titled Joe 

Boway/Liberian School.  

 

IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community 

Rewards program and link your shopperôs bonus card to St. Markôs so that our congregation 

will receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of what 

you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and we hope 

you will be!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus 

Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In order to 

locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much! 

 

RECEIVING DONATIONS FOR KEITH ELEMENTARY AGAIN – Keith Elementary School 

is just around the corner from St. Mark’s. They have a lunch program called the Invisible Dad 

Lunch Program that was started several years ago by a dad of one of the students so that if a 

student forgot their lunch, or if their personal lunch fund balance was short, the school could offer 

them a full lunch at no cost to them. The state-sponsored lunch they would normally receive 

doesn’t contain much food and isn’t the healthiest, which is why this dad started the program. If 

you’d like to donate any loose change toward this beneficial program, please place your 

donation(s) in the glass jar on the table at the back of the sanctuary between now and next March. 

Then in March, we’ll total up the change and send a check for that amount to Keith Elementary. 

 

WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries, 

and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of 

the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to 

fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used 

eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate 

postage stamps, please leave ¼” of the paper around the stamp. 

 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards


TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We 

continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center 

in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where 

you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy 

families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you 

can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated. 
 

 

 



  



\ 

SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING  

 

Presiding Minister Rev. Rodney Zwonitzer 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Altar Guild Ellen Rentola 

Elder on Duty Darryl Swainson 

Greeter(s) Carolynn Taylor 

Offering Counters Barbara Jewell & Joanne Wisti 

Organist Rob Wheeler 

Trumpeter Chris Gerard 

Usher John Reardon 

Video Technician (on hold for now) N/A 

 


