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 ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

Messenger

December 2022

Please join us for midweek
Advent worship services

For the Church, the season of Advent is a special season
of penitential waiting, in which we devote ourselves to the
Word of God, lamenting our sins and waiting eagerly for the
coming of the Christ. As such, during this season, St. Mark’s
is once again holding our annual Advent Midweek Services.

These services will take place on Wednesday evenings
during Advent (Nov 30 & December 7, 14, and 21). Services
will begin at 7:00 p.m. and will follow the order of Evening
Prayer. They will follow a series titled “In the Beginning Was
the Word: An Advent Series on Genesis,” in which we will be
exploring what the Book of Genesis teaches us about the
Word of God and how these teachings are fulfilled in Christ,
the Word made flesh.

Come, and celebrate
the birth of Christ!

Praise be to God that He sent His only Son to take on our
flesh, being born of a virgin to save us from our sins! At
Christmas, we will be celebrating this most joyous moment in
God’s salvific work, remembering, as we do every year, Jesus’
birth in Bethlehem.

At St. Mark’s, we will be holding two different services in
celebration of Christmas. First, on Saturday, December 24, we
will be holding our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight service.
This service will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will include many of
your favorite Christmas Hymns, ending with Silent Night sung
by candlelight. Then, on Sunday, December 25, we will be
holding our annual Christmas Day service. This service will
begin at 10:00 a.m. and will include Holy Communion.

We hope you will join us as we celebrate with joy the
birth of Christ! (See Midweek Advent, Page 6)
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod
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Phone: (248) 363-0741; Fax: (866) 649-6870
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

Pastor: Rev. Aaron Vergin
E-mail: pastor@stmarkwb.org

Editor: Debbie LoCascio
E-mail: debbie@stmarkwb.org

Sunday
Divine Service at 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Study at 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Wed. Nights in Christ for Youth at 5:15 p.m. (Sep. - May)
Midweek Adult Bible Study 5:45 - 6:45 p.m. (starts Jan.)

One Saturday/month
Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast 9:00 a.m.

Handicap accessible

Here is a list of
Bible Study options for you

St. Mark’s offers Bible study options for all ages! We
hope you’ll make time to attend one or more of them for the
enrichment of your spiritual life.

Adult Bible Class: The Book of Genesis
In the month of December, we will be continuing our

study of the book of Genesis in our Adult Bible Class!
The book of Genesis is the first book of the Bible, and it

tells the story of God’s salvation from the very beginning. It
starts with the creation of the world and the fall into sin, and
from there it traces the promise of the Savior from generation
to generation, beginning with Adam and culminating with
Jacob’s twelve children. It includes the account of Noah and
the Flood, the Tower of Babel, the Call of Abraham, and
Joseph’s rise in Egypt. At every place it proclaims the
steadfast love of God and His faithfulness in redeeming
mankind from the guilt of our sin.

We hope you will join us for this study! This is a great
opportunity to fill your week with God’s Word and to grow in
knowledge and faith!

Adult Bible Class meets on Sundays at 10:45 a.m., after
our Divine Service.

Men’s Bible Study Will Meet on December 3
Attention Men of St. Mark’s! Our next Men’s Bible Study

will be held on Saturday, December 3. We will gather from 9:00
a.m. - 10:30 a.m. in St. Mark’s fellowship hall. Breakfast will be
provided, and we will continue our study of the book of
Revelation.

We hope to see you there! This is a great opportunity to
be formed together as men of God in the image of Christ!

Read Through the Bible in 2022
The Apostle Paul, referring to the Scriptures, once said,

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope”
(Romans 15:4).

Therefore, so that we might learn the Scriptures better
and might abound in hope in Christ, St. Mark’s Board of
Elders is leading a Bible reading program, in which we will be
going through the entire Bible in a year. Reading plans are
available on the back table in the sanctuary, and weekly
readings will be printed in the bulletin. The readings in
December will begin at 1 Corinthians 10. Please consider
participating! You can pick up any time!

(See Bible Studies, Page 9)
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(Continued next column)

The Church Year: An annual remembrance of God’s grace in Christ

Pastor’s Page

(See Pastor’s Page, Page 6)

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that
is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfector of
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising its shame, and is seated at the right hand of
the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2).

My friends, with these words, the writer to the Hebrews
gives us a striking picture of our Christian life. Here, he calls
us to see it as a race – a race set before us by God Himself;
one which we must run with endurance and which demands
that we lay aside every sin. And, as we do this, the writer to
the Hebrews calls us always to look to Jesus, who Himself has
run the race before us, having endured the cross for the sake
of joy, and now is seated at the right hand of God. In other
words, in our Christian life, we run behind Christ, following in
His footsteps and letting Him lead us to the end. Indeed, His
path is our path, beginning in the waters of Baptism, and
ending in the presence of God. As Jesus Himself says, “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).

Now, on the one hand, this takes place every day, as we
die to sin in the waters of Baptism, and rise daily in faith to
newness of life (Romans 6:4). However, this has also been
incorporated into the liturgical life of the Church in many
ways, that we might “look to Christ” in a disciplined and
comprehensive way, together with the rest of the body, that
the “Word of Christ might dwell in us richly” (Colossians
3:16). Today, I would like to explore how this is done in one
particular part of the Church’s liturgical life: The Church Year.

Now, at first glance, the Church Year might seem like a
random assortment of feasts, seasons, and festivals. However,
its arrangement is quite intentional. It is arranged to allow the
Church to remember the entire ministry of Christ in a single
year. In this way, it stands alongside the secular calendar, and
allows us to observe sacred time in Christ, even as we live in
the world.

The Church Year begins in the season of Advent. Here, we
set ourselves alongside the people of God in the Old
Testament, awaiting the birth of Christ. It is a season of
penitential anticipation, in which we remember our sins and
look forward to the coming of the Christ, our Savior. It is
analogous to waiting for the dawn, and watching the sky grow
gradually brighter and brighter (the sequential lighting of
candles on the Advent wreath simulates this experience).

The season of Advent then breaks into the celebration of
Christmas, which lasts for 12 days, in which we remember the
birth of Christ. To use the analogy of the dawn, here the sun
first breaks over the horizon.

After these twelve days of celebration, the Christmas
Season then culminates in the Epiphany of Christ (Epiphany
means “Manifestation”), where His glory was revealed to the
Gentiles in the arrival of the wise men. Here, the sun shines
out in its full brightness and we bask in its glory. The
Epiphany season lasts for a number of Sundays (including a
celebration of Jesus’ Baptism), and reaches its climax with the
Feast of the Transfiguration, where Jesus’ glory was seen by
the eyes of the disciples.

After this mountaintop experience of the glory of the
Christ, we begin descending the mountain in the season of
Lent. Here, we enter into a 40-day season of humble
repentance, in which we journey with Jesus to the cross. It is a
time of self-denial and preparation.

Lent then ends with the observance of Holy Week, a
remembrance of Jesus’ final week in Jerusalem, during which
He would be crucified and raised for our salvation. Holy Week
begins with Palm Sunday, continues through Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday, and is completed on Easter
Sunday.

This then initiates a long season of celebration, the Easter
Season, in which we celebrate for fifty days the resurrection of
the Christ. Within this season, on the fortieth day after the
resurrection, we remember the Ascension of the Christ, when
He ascended to the right hand of the Father.

At the end of the Easter season, we then celebrate
Pentecost, when Jesus sent the Holy Spirit down upon His
Church. This then begins the extended Season of the Church,
where we consider what it means to live as God’s Spirit-filled
people in this world. The Season of the Church ends with the
Last Sunday of the Church Year, where we remember what
Jesus teaches about His Second Coming.

And what does this mean? It means that every year, we
are remembering the entire ministry of Jesus, from the days of
anticipation in the Old Testament, through His birth, His
ministry, His death and resurrection, His ascension and the
giving of the Spirit, and His promised return. In fact, it
conforms every year to the pattern of the Creed.

And what a blessing this is, for it keeps the work of Jesus
always in mind. As we run our race in faith, it helps us always
to “look to Him.” Indeed, it reminds us that we are called to
take up our cross daily and follow Him.
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Want to adopt a family for Christmas?

The Board of Human Care is once again hosting the Adopt-
A-Family for Christmas program for the Open Door Outreach
center in Waterford. They are seeking volunteers to sign up to
help check-in any dropped-off gifts on December 1 from 9:00
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and also organize them for distribution.

They are also seeking volunteers to help sign in families
and distribute their gifts on December 6 & 7 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00
p.m. The board asks that volunteers arrive by 8:30 a.m. on these
days.

The volunteer sign-up sheet is located on an easel in the
entryway. Any and all help would be appreciated. Please include
the time frames you are available along with your name.

St. Mark’s is also sponsoring a family for Christmas. The
tags showing items needed are also located on the same easel.
Please select a tag and sign the sheet so we know who has
whom. Then attach the gift tag to the gift and drop it off at St.
Mark’s by December 1. You may wrap the gift, if you choose.

On a side note, we have wrapping paper and bows available
for a donation to the Joe Boway fundraiser. You can pick out
whatever you need and donate as you wish. Any questions
regarding this program can be directed to Karen Kaufman or
Leslie Oehring.

Church members, please attend
our December’s Voters’ Meeting

On Sunday, December 4, right after the Divine Service, all of
St. Mark’s church members ages 18+ are encouraged to meet in
the Fellowship Hall for our Semi-annual Voters’ Meeting. The
Agenda will include financial and attendance updates, board
reports (as needed), the election of some new board members
and officers, and approval of a budget for 2023. If you are a
voting member of St. Mark’s, your attendance at this meeting is
essential, so please make plans now to attend!

We’re hosting a Bottle/Can Drive
for Ziah Town Lutheran School

If you would like to donate your returnable cans and bottles,
the Board of Human Care will now be accepting them EVERY
week!  Just bring your bag to church and an usher will let you
know where you can set them. A member of the Human Care
Board will collect them and make the return. All money will then
go into the fund for the Ziah Town Liberian Lutheran School to
be used for catechisms and/ or school supplies. You may also
make donations at any time by either putting your check/cash in
a green envelope and writing Liberian School on the front (checks
made payable to St. Mark’s), or visiting the St. Mark’s website,
clicking on the online giving button and selecting the fund titled
Joe Boway/Liberian School.

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry!

How is the new Wednesday Nights
in Christ youth program going?

St. Mark’s Board of Family & Youth is happy to report that
our Wednesday night youth program is off to a great start! A
month ago, we had 12 elementary-aged school children
registered. Three weeks later, we now have 14 kids registered.
Thanks be to God!

Our board has also secured some grant funding to help
cover the program expenses: a $250 Visa gift card from Thrivent
Financial (which has helped cover some of the costs of the
dinners each Wednesday), and more recently, a $1,000 grant
from a foundation in the area that helps support church ministry
work. We also plan to re-apply to Thrivent Financial next year in
order to hopefully receive another $250 gift card for food.

Our church members, Kelly Lekas and Sarah Cook, have
been doing a great job of teaching the Bible lessons each week.
Debbie LoCascio will also help teach the lessons once a month
starting November 30.

Nancy McInnis, Tom LoCascio and Cathy Fitzgerald have
done an amazing job making and serving some simple, affordable
and tasty dinners to the students, their parents and our staff.
Paula Albert was kind enough to bake desserts some weeks for
the kids also. And Lynn Thomas, our crafting guru, has come up
some fun crafts for the kids to do too.

In the Life Skills area, the students have learned to read a
recipe, use measuring tools for ingredients, and also tie their
shoes. The students that already knew how to tie their shoes
assisted those that didn’t, which made for some fantastic team
work!

Please continue to pray for this wonderful program: that the
students will learn more and more about God’s love for them
through Jesus, and that the unchurched participants and their
families will start attending church here each Sunday.
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(continued next column)

MORE URGENT PRAYER’S:
Carolyn Achimov—is having health issues.
Helga Gonzalez—is having some medical issues.
Barbara Jewell—will be undergoing back surgery soon.
Taylor Lockwood—needs extra prayers.
Rod Oehring—has medical issues.
Cindy Parks—has stopped chemotherapy; Hospice has been

called in.
Marlene Steck—has memory & health issues; Hospice has

been called in.
Marilyn Turner—is having health issues.
Art Vermeersch—is having health issues.
Larry Whitehead—is recovering from foot surgery.
Carl & Carol Zienert—are having medical issues.
Carolyn Achimov’s cousin’s great-granddaughter, Kennedy

Shallal—diagnosed with Leukemia; is undergoing
treatments.

Friend of St. Mark’s, Allen Geer—has a new fracture in his
shoulder.

Nancy Geer’s friend, Kate Keever—prayers for decreased pain
& healing.

Barbara Jewell’s nephew, Carl Feiler—diagnosed with
prostate and spinal cancer.
Jennie Kaufman’s nephew, Jeff Balhoff—is receiving cancer

treatment.
Debbie LoCascio’s father, Bob Tippett, Sr.—Dementia is
getting worse.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend, Judy Miller—has been moved to an

Assisted Living facility; is suffering from depression.
The LoCascio’s friend, Chip Cryderman—is battling cancer

and severely depressed.
The LoCascio’s friend, Lani Sovereen—is recovering from a

complicated shoulder/clavicle surgery.
The LoCascio’s friend, Rhea Thomas—is receiving

chemotherapy.
The LoCascio’s sister-in-law’s mom, Dotti Raczkowski—has

stage 4 Dementia.
Cindy Parks’ friend, Linda—is battling breast cancer
Cindy Park’s mom, Rose Mielke—is having health issues.
Stephanie Reynolds’ mom, Pam Williams—has health issues.
Stephanie Reynolds’ son, Emmett Reynolds—has Autism.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is

battling breast cancer.
Lynn Thomas’ good friend, Kristy Fresh—has been diagnosed

with a rare cancer.
Lynn Thomas’ daughter-in-law, Linda—needs strength as

caregiver for her mom who has Vascular Dementia.
Marilyn Turner’s friend, Tony—needs extra prayers.
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Marily Eipper—just diagnosed

with pancreatic cancer.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain

bleed.

ONGOING PRAYERS:
JJoan Freeman—is having health issues.
John Freeman—is having health issues.
Owen Reynolds—is recovering from a broken leg
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—has medical issues.
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having health issues and

some Dementia
Friend of St. Mark’s, Erika Williams—needs prayers for guidance.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s son, Tim Bridges—is recovering from back

surgery
Barbara Jewell’s niece-in-law, Peg Fieler—keeps falling
Glenn Jewell’s insurance agent, Vicky—is receiving chemotherapy
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having health issues
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Kay Joslin—is receiving therapy for her hip
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Debbie LoCascio’s cousin, Cheryl Tippett—is battling cancer
Debbie LoCascio’s friend, Betty Ebejer—is struggling with COPD
Debbie LoCascio’s brother, Bob Tippett, Jr.—has a lesion on his

liver; will be undergoing more tests
Debbie LoCascio’s brother-in-law, Alex Esse—spots found on his

lungs; will be undergoing tests
The LoCascio’s neighbor, Laura Jones—is battling cancer
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia List—

having health issues.
Nancy McInnis—is recovering from chemotherapy
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—has back issues.
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke;

receiving therapy
Jean Swainson’s friend’s son, Connor Donahue—is in an intensive

inpatient rehab center recovering from being hit by a car
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—health issues have gotten

worse.
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has medical issues
Lynne Welty—is having health issues
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for

wisdom and guidance

The Whitehead’s friend, Tim Ramey—recovering from
shoulder surgery.

Larry Whitehead’s cousin, Leonard Pittaway—is battling
bladder cancer.
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December Birthdays
  2 Carolyn Achimov
  6 Katherine Benson
  7 Brianna Krus
  8 Jaxson Reynolds
10 Cynthia Turner
20 Juanita Reardon
22 Brian Krus
26 Joshua Cook
27 Clayton Benson, Phoenix Benson

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in October:

Joe Boway/Liberian Lutheran School:
Lynn Thomas
Hurricane Ian Door Offering Total:
$116.10
Memorials (for Lucy Grafe): Mary Beth
Ridenour
Remodeling - Sanctuary: Nancy McInnis
Wed. Nights in Christ youth program:
David Williams

December Anniversaries
28 Dean & Sherry Hyrkas 58th
31 Brian & Sarah Dwyer 12th

Recieved by Profession of Faith:
Joshua & Sarah Cook (on Nov. 20)
1941 S. Christine Street
Westland, MI 48185
(765) 639-8214

Change of Address:
John & Joan Freeman
30133 Joliet Court
Novi, MI 48377

We are accepting orders
for Christmas poinsettias

During early December, we will be
accepting orders for Christmas poinset-
tias that will adorn our altar area for
Christmas. Each poinsettia plant costs $10
and you may take your plant home with
you (if you wish) in early January.

You may order one or more plants in
honor, or in memory, of a loved one, or
just to help beautify the sanctuary for
Christmas. Either complete a pink flower
order form found in our Sunday bulletins,
place it and your payment (cash or a
check made payable to St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church) inside a pink flower
envelope (located in the pew racks), write
“Poinsettia” on the envelope, and then
place it into an offering plate, OR mail the
correct amount to St. Mark’s church office
and include any honorarium or memorial
information. The names of those being
honored or remembered will be included
in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
worship folders.

The deadline for submitting your
poinsettia order is December 18.

Pastor’s Page
(Continued from Page 3)

So as we begin a new Church year,
remember what we’re doing and rejoice to
be a part of it. Pay attention to our path,
and let it reveal to you Jesus. For this is
why we do it: That day by day you might
fix your eyes on Jesus, until the steps of
our race are complete and He returns in
glory and brings us into our eternal rest.

Please remember these
folks in your prayers

Those shown below have lost a
loved one this past month. Please keep
them and their families in your prayers.
 The Rhodes family as Debbie

LoCascio’s sister’s friend, Kristy
Rhodes, passed away on 11/20.

Midweek Advent
(Continued from Page 1)

This year, we will once again be
doing these services Round-Robin style,
with different Circuit Pastors leading the
services. So on the first Wednesday,
Pastor Vergin will be leading our service
at St. Mark’s. Then, on the second
Wednesday, Pastor Moyer from Faith,
Highland will be leading our service.
Next, on the third Wednesday, Pastor
Jung from St. Paul, Pontiac will be leading
our service. And lastly, on the fourth
Wednesday, Pastor Johnson from Christ,
Milford will be leading.

We hope you will set aside extra time
to dedicate to the Word and join us!
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Council Meeting Minutes - Summarized
October 18, 2022

In attendance: Pastor Vergin, Tom LoCascio, Karen Kaufman, Kari Kosmalski, Darryl Swainson, and Nancy McInnis

(Continued next column) (See Council Minutes, Page 9)

Meeting called to order by Tom at 7:01 p.m.

Opening Prayer and Devotion by Pastor: Deuteronomy 6:4-9.

Vice President’s Report per Tom LoCascio (Trent Johnson not
in attendance):  – Young Adult meeting will be on Friday,
October 28 at St. Mark’s from 6-7:30 p.m.  In past meetings,
there have been as many as 12 people in attendance. The
participants seem to be enjoying it.

Pastor’s Report per Pastor Vergin –
· Reformation Day will be observed on October 30.

Encourage congregation to wear red to church.
· All Saints’ Day will be celebrated on November 6.  A

bell will toll for our members who went to be with
Jesus over the past 12 months.

· Elders’ Conference at St. Mark’s on Saturday,
November 5 from 2-6 p.m. Past meetings have gone
very well.  No Parish Fellowship help needed.

· Thanksgiving Eve Service on Wednesday, November
23 at 7 p.m.

· Advent begins on Sunday, November 27.
· Midweek Advent services start on Wednesday,

November 30 and will consist of the Circuit Pastor’s
preaching in a Round-Robin format.

· Who might be interested in a mission trip to Liberia?
When Joe was at St. Mark’s, he talked about a
mission trip. It would be about two weeks long.
When Pastor Vergin went there in 2014, it cost
around $2,000 for him.

BOARD REPORTS (as needed)
Elders per Darryl Swainson –The Elders conference is coming
up. We are getting a new member and are working on that.

Family & Youth per Tom LoCascio (Debbie LoCascio not in
attendance, but she wrote the following:) –

· Wednesday Nights in Christ program
o Begins Wednesday, October 26 with dinner (45

minutes), a welcome by Pastor (15 minutes), then
Trunk or Treat from 6-7 p.m.

o Nine kids registered so far.  Hope to get more
before October 26.

o Flannel Graph kit arrived and is now ready for
Bible lesson use.

o Kelly Lekas to teach the Bible lesson twice a
month. Sarah Cook has also volunteered to teach
and Debbie L. can fill in as needed.

o Working on lining up the once a month Life
Skills teachers.

o Nancy McInnis and Tom LoCascio are
overseeing the dinners with help from Barbara
Jewell, Cathy Fitzgerald and Gail Fitzgerald.

o We have quite a few cars signed up for the
Trunk or Treat event.

Human Care per Karen Kaufman
· We have signed up to serve two dinners at St. Paul

Lutheran, Pontiac
· We are still collecting bottles and cans for Joe

Boway. We recently found out they need desks and
other items, so we need to decide on the next item or
items we would like to help with.

· Adopt a Family with Open Door is going to be on
December 1. We are the collection and distribution
point. Open Door is going to get sponsors. St.
Mark’s has volunteered to adopt a family. The
families will pick up their gifts on December 6 and 7.
A change from previous years is only 18 and under
and 62 and older for families are receiving items.

LWML per Pastor -  The ladies made 45 quilts and they were
shipped off to Lutheran World Relief.

Parish Fellowship per Nancy McInnis
· This past Sunday we had a welcome back cake for

Chris Gerard and Joe Boway’s visit. We had quite a
few people who stayed to hear Joe.

· The sign-up sheet for the Fall Harvest Potluck is in
the entry way.

Properties per Tom LoCascio (Jim O’Brien not in attendance)
· The snow plow has been repaired by Darryl

Swainson.
· Pastor made a request to have someone help keep the

sign out front from falling over.

GENERAL BUSINESS
Human Resources – Will review the templates for the
employee reviews.
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Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website
(www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/church
needs!

We are now accepting orders for
The Lutheran Witness magazine

It’s time to re-subscribe or subscribe to The Lutheran Witness
magazine at a discounted rate. The Lutheran Witness is the official
periodical of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod and is
published 11 times per year. It provides laypeople with stories
and information that compliment congregational life, foster
personal growth in faith, and help interpret the contemporary
world from a Lutheran Christian perspective.

Subscriptions ordered through St. Mark’s will include the
Michigan In Touch supplement from our Michigan District. The
new subscription year doesn’t begin until March 2023, but orders
need to be to the District office by December 15; therefore, all
orders must be turned into St. Mark’s church office no later
than December 8 (checks made payable to St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church). We will then write one church check and mail it to the
Michigan District office by December 15.

The cost per subscription is $12.00 if ordered through our
church. Individual subscriptions ordered directly from Concordia
Publishing House are $19.99/year, so get your orders in to Debbie
LoCascio ASAP so you can get the discounted rate!
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The season of Fall

Midweek Adult Bible Study Paused until January
Please note that due to Advent and Christmas services,

our Midweek Adult Bible Study will not be meeting until
Wednesday, January 4. At that time, we will resume our study
on the Word of God, meeting on Wednesday evenings in St.
Mark’s library from 5:45 - 6:45 p.m.

Wednesday Nights in Christ Youth Program
St. Mark’s Board of Family & Youth invites all kids ages 4

through those in 5th Grade to attend our weekly Wednesday
Nights in Christ program! This new program for youth is both
educational and fun.

Each Wednesday, we serve a simple dinner to kids and their
parents from 5:15 - 5:45 p.m. After that, the kids enjoy hearing a
different Bible lesson each week as they help our teachers place
Bible characters and background decor on a large, felt flannel
board. Lastly, the kids will either make a holiday craft, play games,
or be taught some life skills by a special speaker.

Don’t wait to register! If you know of a youth that would
like to attend, feel free to visit our website to sign them up!

Bible Studies
(Continued from Page 2)

Council Minutes
(Continued from Page 7)

We are going to decorate the church for Christmas on
Saturday, November 26 at 10 am.

Daylight Saving Time ends on November 6 so be sure to set
your clocks back one hour.

Accepting nominations for 2023 board members and officers.
Forms are located on the table at the back of the sanctuary.

Per Pastor – for those currently on boards, be thinking about
who you would like to have on your board for 2023.

2023 budget numbers must be given to Debbie LoCascio no
later than November 7.

Next meeting will be Tuesday, November 29, 2022, at 7 p.m.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m. We closed with the Lord’s
Prayer.

Here are the church office
holiday hours

After the busyness of preparing for Advent then Christmas,
Pastor Vergin and Debbie LoCascio will be taking some much-
needed time off between Christmas and New Year. Pastor will be
out of the office that entire week, but will still be presiding over
the New Year’s Day Divine Service and will return to the office
on January 3. If you have a pastoral emergency during this time
frame, feel free to contact him on his cell phone at (248) 742-5906.

Our Office Manager, Debbie LoCascio, will be out of the
office Monday - Wednesday, December 26-28, but will be back
in the office on December 29 and 30.

Pastor and Debbie wish everyone a happy and blessed
Advent and Christmas season!

We truly appreciate our
Altar Guild volunteers!

St. Mark’s has been blessed with a group of ladies who
work hard each week to keep the altar area and church linens
clean, keep oil in the candles, change the eternal candle when
it’s almost empty, change the paraments (mini banners) in the
front of the church and more! We are so thankful for our Altar
Guild volunteers!

We especially thank Cindy Parks and Dorothy Vermeersch
for all their years of service as they have now retired from the
Guild. With that being said, Jennie Kaufman is seeking two more
volunteers to take Cindy and Dorothy’s places.

If you have a specific month that would work best for you
to help care for the church’s altar area, please let Jennie know.
Also, if any ladies would like to “buddy up” for a month (or
two), feel free to do so! That would split the monthly Altar Guild
chores in half for each of you!

Please see Jennie Kaufman ASAP if you’d like to volunteer!
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Sunday Divine Service 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Nights in Christ 5:15 p.m. (Sep. - May)

Midweek Adult Bible Study - Weds. from 5:45 - 6:45 p.m.

Men's Bible Study/Breakfast - One Saturday per mo. 9 a.m.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 1 2 3
 9am-3pm Drop off 9am Men's Bible Study

Adopt-A-Family Gifts

 

Pastor out of office in p.m.

 

4  2nd Sunday in Advent 5 6 7 8 9 10
Elder:  Charlie Powell

Pastor's Day Off 9am-3pm Distribute the 9am-3pm Distribute the 10am Quilting Bee  

9:30am Divine Service Adopt-A-Family Gifts Adopt-A-Family Gifts  

11:00am Voters' Meeting   Pastor out of office in p.m.

  5:15 Wed. Nights in Christ

 7pm Midweek Advent Svc.

 7pm - Bd. Of Elders Mtg. Elder: Tom LoCascio  

11  3rd Sunday in Advent 12 13 14 15 16 17
Elder: Tom LoCascio Pastor's Day Off   

9:30am Divine Service 10am Quilting Bee  

10:45am Adult Bible Class   DEADLINE TO SUBMIT  

 5:15 Wed. Nights in Christ Pastor out of office in p.m. NEWSLETTER ARTICLES  

 7pm Midweek Advent Svc.

  Elder: Darryl Swainson    

18  4th Sunday in Advent 19 20 21  Winter Begins 22 23 24  Christmas Eve
Elder:  Darryl Swainson Pastor's Day Off   

9:30am Divine Service  10am Quilting Bee  

10:45am Adult Bible Class    DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.  

 5:15 Wed. Nights in Christ Pastor out of office in p.m.  

 7pm Midweek Advent Svc. 6pm Worship Service

  Elder: Tom LoCascio Elder:  Darryl Swainson

25  Christmas Day 26 27 28 29 30 31  New Year's Eve
Elder: Tom LoCascio

9:30am Divine Service

 

    

   

GREETERS: USHERS: VIDEO TECHS:

ALTAR GUILD: Julie Kosmalski/Jennie Kaufman   4  Jennie/Karen Kaufman   4  Trent Johnson   4  Karen Kaufman

COUNTERS: John & Debbie Sidelinker 11  Tom & Debbie L. 11  Matt Maier 11  Karen Kaufman

18  Gail Fitzgerald 18  John Reardon 18  Karen Kaufman

25  Mary Lockwood 24  TBD 24  Karen Kaufman

 25  Darryl Swainson 25  Karen Kaufman

Pastor Vergin out of the office for the holidays

Office Manager, Debbie, off

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's 
calendar, visit our website at: 
www.stmarkwb.org.


