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The Epiphany of our Lord (observed)
9 January AD 2022
Divine Service, Setting III

T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T
Today we observe the Feast of the Epiphany. On this day, the Church remembers the visit
of the magi, rejoicing that God has made His salvation manifest to us and to the whole
world (the term epiphany means “manifestation”). In this moment, as the magi are led to
Christ, we behold God’s desire that all would come to Jesus and be saved. Therefore, we
too gladly come, that we, alongside the magi, might find in Christ everlasting life.
If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that
your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.
Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in
which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see
the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which
describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter,
as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth,
I humbly pray that You would open my heart
to the preaching of Your Word so that I may
repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my
only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.
Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that when we receive
Holy Communion together, we are publicly declaring both our unity in Christ and our
agreement in doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10). We also believe that if we receive
this sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30).
Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess the
teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have
not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a
course of instruction with us.
If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the
pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the
altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may simply
remain in your pew.

Announcements

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Stand
Hymn of Invocation with Cross Procession: 398 Hail to the Lord's Anointed
During the Procession, the ancient and laudable custom is to bow your head in reverence to
Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew.

Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Word
Introit (spoken responsively)
Psalm 72:1–2, 10–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text
P Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come,
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in his hand.
P
C
P
C

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!
May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute;
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!
May all kings fall down before him,
all nations serve him!

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P
Kyrie

Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come,
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in his hand.
Mark 10:47

Gloria in Excelsis

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten
Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the
fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading
1
Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3
And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4
Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

Isaiah 60:1–6

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Gradual (spoken responsively)
Isaiah 60:6b, 1
P Those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the
LORD.
C Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
Epistle

Ephesians 3:1–12
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—
2
assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for
you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly.
4
When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was
not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was
given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,
9
and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was
according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom
we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.
1

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Procession
Please stand and turn in the direction of the Processional Cross and the reader as they
move into the center of the nave. The Gospel is read in the midst of the congregation to
symbolize the risen Christ's abiding presence among us and to mark the high point of the
Service of the Word.
Alleluia

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

Matthew 2:1–12

1

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:
6

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time
the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11
And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Gospel Recession
As the Gospel Procession returns to the chancel, the congregation repeats the "Alleluia"
found on the previous page.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
Children's Message

Hymn of the Day: 395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

5

O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation! Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

6

What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!

Sermon
Offering
During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located at the end
of your pew.
Stand
Offertory

Psalm 51:10–12

Stand
Prayer of the Church
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the joy of Christ’s Epiphany, that with the magi of old the Lord would gather us
today to the King of Israel, that laying down our offerings before Him we might
receive His salvation through faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the Church, that God would preserve her faithful; for all ministers and
missionaries, that the Lord would work through them to draw all nations to the throne
of Christ; and for all Christian schools, especially Ziah Town Lutheran School in
Liberia, that God would cause His Word to be known and taught faithfully among
them, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For Joseph, our president; for all public servants; and for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the sick and sorrowful, for those who mourn, and for all who stand in need of our
prayers, [especially _____________,] that the Lord would grant them healing and
strength according to His merciful will, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For a worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper, that Christ’s body and blood may fill
our hearts with heavenly peace and gladness, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P O Lord God, heavenly Father, You made Your Son, Jesus Christ, to shine before the
world with the light of Your glory. Grant us to look upon Him with the eyes of faith,
that our hearts might be enlightened to know Your love, and filled with a joyous trust
in Your salvation. Keep us ever steadfast to Christ, our King, until the Day when He
returns in the fullness of Your heavenly glory; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You
have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Lord’s Prayer (spoken together)
Matthew 6:9–13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini

John 20:19

Agnus Dei

John 1:29

Sit
Distribution
Visitors – Please see the note on the inside front cover of this service folder regarding our
Holy Communion policy.

Distribution Hymn: 409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing

Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn: 399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2:29–32

Thanksgiving

Psalm 107:1

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus

Psalm 103:1

Benediction

Numbers 6:24–26

Closing Hymn with Cross Recession: 397 As with Gladness Men of Old
During the Recession, the ancient and laudable custom is to bow your head in reverence to
Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew.

Text and tune: Public domain
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR
Sun. 1/9

The Epiphany of our Lord (obs.)
 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall
 Sunday School for Kids 10:45 a.m., Upstairs Youth Room

Mon. 1/10

Pastor’s Day Off

Tue. 1/11

Pastor’s Winkel (off site) 9:00 a.m.

Wed. 1/12

Holy Communion Service (wear masks) 4:30 p.m.

Thu. 1/13

Pastor out of the office in the afternoon

Sun. 1/16

The Second Sunday after Epiphany
INSTALLATION OF CHURCH SERVANTS
 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall
 Sunday School for Kids 10:45 a.m., Upstairs Youth Room

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
OUR EFFORTS TO HELP MITIGATE CORONAVIRUS – Here’s what you can expect for our
Sunday morning Divine Services:
1. Hand sanitizer and face masks will be available on the table in the entryway if you decide
to use them.
2. Those who wish may request a squirt of hand sanitizer from the usher before Holy
Communion, and sanitizer will also be sitting on small tables in the side altar rooms for
your use following Communion.
3. The “Sharing of the Peace” has been temporarily suspended.
Pastor’s sermons will still be posted on St. Mark’s Facebook page a day or two after each service.
Thank you for your gracious cooperation and your flexibility!
ADULT BIBLE STUDY TODAY – All adults are welcome to join Pastor for Adult Bible Study
in the basement fellowship hall this morning directly following the Divine Service (around
10:45 a.m.) as he continues to teach on the book of Genesis. Coffee and snacks will be available
too.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY – Preschool through Elementary-age school kids
are welcome to join Mrs. Kaufman in the upstairs youth room (behind the choir loft) right after
the Divine Service for Sunday School. Sunday School from 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. Kids will hear a
different Bible story each week; what a great way for them to learn about Jesus! And kids are
certainly welcome to bring friends and/or family with them also!
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON COMMUNION SERVICES - We rejoice that even in the midst
of the current surge in COVID cases, many have continued to come to church and receive God's
Word and Sacrament among His people. However, we also understand that among our brothers
and sisters in Christ, there are special cases which prohibit attendance at the gathered assembly.
Therefore, so that we might all be able to receive the strength of Christ in the Sacrament, we are
now offering special midweek communion services. These services will take place weekly on
Wednesday afternoons at 4:30 p.m. and are meant for those who are unable to attend, or are
uncomfortable attending, the Divine Service on Sunday morning. The service will be brief (~15
minutes) and those who attend will be asked to wear masks. This will be a temporary part of our
worship schedule.
READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 2022! The Board of Elders is leading a reading program in
which we will be going through the entire Bible in the year 2022. We hope you will participate!
There's nothing more important for us than the Word of Christ, for His Word is "Spirit and Life"
(John 6:63)!
The readings for Week 2 (Jan 9-15) are:
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

9-Jan
10-Jan
11-Jan
12-Jan
13-Jan

Genesis 29-31
Genesis 32-35
Genesis 36-38
Genesis 39-41
Genesis 42-43

Sat
Sun

14-Jan Genesis 44-46
15-Jan Genesis 47-50

Yearly reading plans are available on the back table in the sanctuary.
RITE OF INSTALLATION OF 2022 CHURCH SERVANTS - Pastor Vergin will be performing
the Rite of Installation of Servants during the Divine Service next Sunday, January 16. Here,
our volunteers--including officers, board members, musicians, altar guild, offering counters,
teachers, etc.--will be invited up to the chancel to be installed in an official capacity and also to
receive the Lord’s blessing. We encourage all of our church servants to take part in this rite!
LIBERIAN LUTHERAN SCHOOL WELL MONEY HAS BEEN RAISED! We are excited to
report that the $3,000 needed to dig a new well at the Lutheran Liberian School in Ziah Town has
been raised! The funds that were donated even EXCEEDED the $3,000 and the overage will be
used to buy additional school supplies for the new school. Thanks SO MUCH to those who gave
to this fundraiser! We’ll be sending a $3,000 check to Joe Boway this month so that work on the
well can begin within the next few months. This is exciting news! Thanks again!!!

HOME PLATE 2022 – Would you be interested in attending a Detroit Tigers’ baseball game with
other Christians in metro Detroit? Would you enjoy hearing professional ball players talk about
their faith and their athletic careers prior to the game? If so, you’re welcome to attend the Home
Plate 2022 event at Comerica Park on Saturday, May 14, when the Detroit Tigers play the
Baltimore Orioles! Our sister congregation, Christ Lutheran Church in Milford, invited us to go
with members of their congregation. They normally order tickets for this event at the end of
January. Tickets are usually around $35 each and include a Program Ticket (for the players
speaking about their faith and careers before the game), a Game Ticket, and a $5 Food Voucher.
The Program portion of this event starts at 12:30 p.m.; the Game starts at 4:10 p.m. If interested,
please let Debbie LoCascio or Pastor Vergin know by January 30.
WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries,
and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of
the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to
fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used
eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate
postage stamps, please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper around the stamp.
ST. PAUL, PONTIAC SEEKING FOOD DONATIONS - The Food Pantry at St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Pontiac is getting low on the items listed below.
1. Rice
2. Tuna
3. Green beans
4. Baked beans (we are set for pinto, black and kidney)
5. Soups
6. Spaghetti noodles
7. Other plain pastas
8. Canned fruits
9. Family sized bars of soap (Dollar stores have best deal on personals)
10. Family sized toothpaste
11. Deodorants
12. Razors
13. Hand sanitizers
14. Diapers (newborn and size 5 and 6) we are set for other sizes
15. Diaper wipes
16. Family sized shampoo
17. Laundry detergent
18. Canned chicken and meat
19. 1# packs of chicken or hamburger
20. Dried or packages milk
These items can be purchased either at a local store or on Amazon for delivery to St. Paul. Local
store-bought donations should be dropped off at St. Paul, Pontiac. Their address is: 1133 Joslyn
Ave., Pontiac, MI.

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We
continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center
in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where
you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy
families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you
can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated.
DON’T FORGET ABOUT OUR INVISIBLE DAD FUNDRAISER where you can donate your
extra coins or cash into the jar on the rear table in the sanctuary in order to help provide lunches
to underprivileged students at Keith Elementary School. We will continue to receive donations
year round, and will deliver a check for the accumulated donations to Keith sometime during
March of 2022. Thanks in advance for helping students in need in our community!








SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING
Presiding Minister

Pastor Aaron Vergin

Acolyte
Altar Guild
Elder on Duty
Greeter(s)
Offering Counters
Organist
Percussionist
Usher
Video Technician

TBD
Barb Allen
Tom LoCascio
Sue Ingram/Judy Schassberger
Mary Ann Lockwood & Jean Swainson
Rob Wheeler
David Drake
Matt Maier
Karen Kaufman

