ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

messenger
“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

March 2021

St. Mark’s is returning to one worship
service starting Sunday, March 7
As you know, for the past few months, we have been
holding two Divine Services every Sunday in order to allow us
to sufficiently space ourselves out in the sanctuary. However,
now that COVID-19 cases are declining and vaccines are
being administered, on Sunday, March 7, we will be returning
to our normal practice of holding one Divine Service on
Sundays. As before, this service will be held at 9:30 a.m., with
Adult Bible Class following at 10:45 a.m. At these services, we
will continue, for the time being, with the normal precautions,
except that now congregants will sit every other pew rather
than every third pew.
We look forward to worshiping the Lord together again as
one congregation! This will surely help us to better encourage
one another and care for one another with the love of Christ!
Additionally, beginning on Saturday, March 6, we will be
starting up a temporary “socially-distanced” service, for those

Please join us for worship on
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28

(See One Service, Page 10)

On Sunday, March 28, the Church will celebrate Palm/
Passion Sunday. On this day, we will remember the “Triumphal
Entry” of Jesus, where He entered Jerusalem as King, while
the crowd shouted their Hosannas and laid cloaks and palm
branches before Him on the way. Then, we will also remember
on this day the Passion of Jesus, as we read through the
Passion account from the Gospel of Mark. This day marks the
beginning of Holy Week, the final week in Lent, culminating in
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday.
We hope you will join us for this great festival of the
Church Year!
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During March, we offer these
Bible study opportunities
Bring your friends! Bring a neighbor! Bring a family
member! All are welcome to attend the Bible studies listed
below, and these are wonderful opportunities to stay
immersed in God’s Word!
Adult Bible Class: Resuming the Book of Genesis
In the month of March, we will be resuming our study of
the book of Genesis in our Adult Bible Class!
The book of Genesis is the first book of the Bible, and it
tells the story of God’s salvation from the very beginning. It
starts with the creation of the world and the fall into sin, and
from there it traces the promise of the Savior from generation
to generation, beginning with Adam and culminating with
Jacob’s twelve children. It includes the account of Noah and
the Flood, the Tower of Babel, the Call of Abraham, and
Joseph’s rise in Egypt. At every place it proclaims the
steadfast love of God and His faithfulness in redeeming
mankind from the guilt of our sin.
We hope you will join us for this study! This is a great
opportunity to fill your week with God’s Word and to grow in
knowledge and faith!
Beginning on Sunday, March 7, Adult Bible Class will
meet on Sundays at 10:45 a.m., after our Divine Service.
Men’s Bible Study Will Meet on March 6
Attention Men of St. Mark’s! Our next Men’s Bible Study
will be held on Saturday, March 6. We will gather from 9:00
a.m. - 10:30 a.m. in St. Mark’s fellowship hall. Breakfast will be
provided, and we will be continuing our study of the book of
Acts.
We hope to see you there! This is a great opportunity to
be formed together as men of God in the image of Christ!

Pastor’s Page
Dear Church: It’s Time to Prepare for Persecution
When a storm is headed your way, you can usually tell
it’s coming. You hear the thunder in the distance, growing
louder and louder. You feel the winds beginning to pick up.
The sky overhead gets darker and darker. The temperature
drops. As we here in Michigan know, when all this begins to
happen, it can mean only one thing: A storm is on its way—
and you’d better get ready.
Well, my friends, it seems to me that today we Christians
in America can see a different storm headed our direction, the
storm of persecution. Can you hear it in the distance, rumbling
and roaring? Can you feel the temperature dropping? Can you
see the sky growing dark? More and more, we are seeing
faithful Christians being targeted. They’re losing their jobs.
They’re being censored and silenced. They’re being
slandered and smeared. The news media, academia,
Hollywood, big business, social media, and certain politicians
have now teamed up against orthodox Christian doctrine and
are beginning to push a diabolical and intolerant message:
“Your teachings are backward and wrong. Repeat after us, or
else.” Clearly, the storm of persecution is coming, just as our
Lord Jesus has said (Matthew 24:9).
How long, then, before it breaks out upon us in full force?
As I write this, the U.S. House of Representatives is
considering the so-called Equality Act, which would have a
widespread and devastating impact on our ability to live out
our Christian faith freely, without fear of legal retribution.
Persecution may be here before we know it.
Therefore, the time is now for us Christians in America to
get ready. We should prepare while we still have the chance,
so that we might—by the grace of God—weather this storm
faithfully. And how can we do this? Allow me to offer my
thoughts.
First, we should prepare for persecution by resolving
from the outset—each one of us—to stand strong and remain
faithful to God’s Word, no matter the cost. In His Word, God
has revealed to us the Truth. Mankind has been created male
and female (Genesis 1:27). Sex is reserved for marriage
(Hebrews 13:4). Homosexual activity is sinful (1 Corinthians
6:9). Life begins at conception (Psalm 139:13). Marriage is
between one man and one woman (Genesis 2:24). Christ is the
only way to salvation (John 14:6). Although the world rejects
and opposes these doctrines, we know that they are true, for
they come from Christ (2 Peter 1:21). Indeed, for its entire
history the Church has confessed them, recognizing that they
are beautiful, salutary, and good.

Therefore, before all else we must resolve to remain
faithful to these Truths of God’s Word, no matter the cost. We
cannot compromise our convictions, even in small ways, for to
do so would be to forsake our King. Here, “we must obey God
rather than men” (Acts 5:29). Yeah, there may be a cost. But
our duty to love our neighbor demands that we bear it, just as
Christ did for us. It is our cross, one that we must take up
daily (Luke 9:23).
But, second, we should prepare for persecution by
praying continually for God’s strength and Spirit. On our
own, we do not have the power to stand firm in the face of
persecution. We are too weak, too frail. Left to ourselves, we
would deny Christ quickly, just like Peter (Matthew 26:69-75).
Only by God’s strength can we hope to stand.
Therefore, we must be intentional now in praying for
God’s strength, so that when the day of trial comes, we might
stand. “O Lord, let me remain faithful in tribulation.” Make this
petition a part of your regular prayer life. Keep it ever on your
lips as you draw near to the Lord. Indeed, Jesus Himself
directs us to do this, saying, “Stay awake at all times, praying
that you may have strength to escape all these things that are
going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man”
(Luke 21:36).
Third, we should prepare for persecution by
rededicating ourselves to God’s Word and Sacraments, and
making them the foundation of our lives. These are the means
by which God strengthens us in faith. This is how He answers
our prayer for fortitude. “Faith comes from hearing, and
hearing through the Word of Christ,” as Paul says (Romans
10:17). Through His Word, God fills our spiritual reserves, that
we might have the strength to endure; without the Word, we
are empty and will likely fall.
Therefore, we should take this chance, while God’s Word
and Sacraments are readily accessible, to receive them and to
build our lives on them. We should go to church often. We
should surround ourselves with the encouragement of fellow
Christians. We should read our Bibles daily. We should begin
family devotions. We might even consider learning Scriptures
passages and hymns by heart so we have them with us no
matter what.
Fourth, we should prepare for persecution by keeping
our eyes fixed on Christ and His promises. In His Word, our
Lord assures us, time and time again: We Christians can be
confident in the face of persecution. We have no reason to be
afraid. Jesus is “with us always, to the end of the age”

(Continued next column)

(See Pastor’s Page Page 9)
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Midweek Lenten
services continue
During the month of March, we
will be continuing our Lenten
Midweek Services. At these services,
we are following a series titled
“Return to the Lord,” in which we
consider the many ways that we have wandered from God and
devote ourselves to return.
Our Lenten Midweek Services will be held on Wednesday
evenings at 7 p.m. throughout the season of Lent (March 3, 10,
17, 24). This is a great opportunity to receive God’s Word in a
special way during this season of penitence and devotion! We
look forward to seeing you there!

Let’s do a Neighborhood Prayer Walk
& also distribute Easter invitations
As a Christian congregation, God places us in the midst of
our community so that we might proclaim Christ to our
neighbors in the hope that they might believe and be saved.
But the power and the success of this work depends entirely
on God.
Therefore, on Sunday, March 14, after the Divine Service
and an abbreviated Bible Study, we will be going out into the
neighborhood behind the church for a “prayer walk,” where we
will be walking through the neighborhood and praying for the
people there, that the Holy Spirit would work among them and
see God’s Kingdom come.
Then, on Sunday, March 21, we will again be going out
into the neighborhood after the Divine Service to distribute
invitations to our Easter service, as we have done in the past.
We hope you will join us for this important work in the mission
of Christ!
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The latest updates on church
administrative business
St. Mark’s has made a lot of progress with some of our
more administrative-related projects. Below is an update on
where we stand to date.
Payroll Protection Program loan through the (SBA) - Last
spring, as part of the CARES ACT, St. Mark’s applied to the
Small Business Association through our credit union for a
forgivable loan in the amount of $17,400 to cover payroll and
utility costs for the months of April through June 2020. Our
congregation was temporarily closed from March through
mid-May due to COVID-19, and we were very grateful to
receive this loan as it helped cover operating expenses during
the spring of 2020. In late January 2021, we were finally
instructed to file the loan forgiveness paperwork and in midFebruary, were notified by the SBA that these funds, plus
accrued interest of approximately $144, were 100% forgiven
by them. Thanks be to God!
Security Improvement Grant
The Michigan Church Extension Fund (MiCEF) notified St.
Mark’s in late 2020 that that they were giving away grants of
up to $2,500 to any Michigan District LCMS congregations
that chose to make security upgrades in 2021. In early
February, St. Mark’s applied for a grant of $1,795 to cover the
cost of purchasing two more Ring security cameras (to be
installed on the south and west sides of the church building),
as well as 3M Safety Film to be installed on the inside of our
glass entrance doors/windows (in order to help deter breakins). On February 18, we were notified that our grant
application was approved. The security cameras will be
purchased and installed soon, and the safety film is
scheduled to be installed on Tuesday, March 2. We will then
submit the invoices from these expenses to MiCEF and they
will reimburse us for these costs.
The back lots and our 20’ wide remaining easement
Recently, the company that purchased St. Mark’s two back
lots (ERT Construction) hired the same engineering firm that
surveyed and staked the lots for St. Mark’s in order to have
them do additional measuring and staking of the lots. Since
the engineering company was on St. Mark’s property anyway,
we gave them a call the same day and asked if they could also
survey and stake the remaining 20’ wide easement our church
has retained along the west side of our property. They said
they’d be happy to do it for us at a good price. Once the 20’
(See Administrative Business, Page 10)

MORE URGENT PRAYER’S:

Clarence Arnold—needs prayers for health/memory issues.
Joan Freeman—recovering from back surgery.
Barbara Jewell—is recovering following back surgery.
Mac McConnell—needs extra prayers.
Rod Oehring—recovering from surgery.
Kim Olsen—needs extra prayers.
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers for memory issues.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Lynne Welty—is having health issues.
Larry Whitehead—needs extra prayers for medical issues.
Sharon Williams—continues to battle cancer.
Carolyn Achimov’s cousin’s great-granddaughter, Kennedy
Shallal—has Leukemia; undergoing treatments.
Barb Allen’s friend, Teri Aldini—is having financial issues.
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Patricia—is receiving therapy.
Barbara Jewell’s husband, Glenn Jewell—is recovering from
surgery.
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law’s sister, Carol—had a
mastectomy; will need chemotherapy and radiation.
Barbara Jewell’s niece-in-law, Peg Fieler—injured her foot.
Debbie LoCascio’s father, Bob Tippett—has memory issues.
The LoCascio’s neighbor, Laura Jones—is recovering from a
double mastectomy and will need radiation soon.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling
cancer.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s sister, Sandra Kempisty—is having
health issues.
The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)
grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
Cindy Parks’ friend, Linda—is battling breast cancer
Cindy Park’s mom, Rose Mielke—has health issues.
Jean Swainson’s friend’s son, Connor Donahue—was hit by
a car, has been transferred to an intensive inpatient
rehab center.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is
battling breast cancer.
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—Alzheimer’s
is worsening; has Stage 3 kidney disease.
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—has health issues.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a
brain bleed.
Lori Whitehead’s friend, Vickie Tucker—is undergoing
cancer treatment.
Lori Whitehead’s great niece, Morgan Duggin—needs extra
prayers.

Lori Whitehead’s sister, Linda Head—has health issues and
needs prayers.
Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that
she’ll come to faith in Christ.
Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs
extra prayers for guidance.

Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmett Reynolds—has
Autism.

ONGOING PRAYERS:

Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—has health problems
John Freeman—needs prayers for health issues
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a car
accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—has medical problems
Barbara Jewell’s nephew-in-law, Carl Fieler—has heart issues
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law, Phyllis Tharp—diagnosed with
lung cancer
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s son, Tim Brydges—has health issues
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having health issues
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Debbie LoCascio’s cousin, Bob Tanis—is recovering from
spinal surgery and receiving therapy
Angela Peters’ ex father-in-law, Karl Peters—has health issues
Debbie LoCascio’s cousin, Cheryl Tippett—is battling cancer
Tom LoCascio’s cousin, Angelo Barduca—has medical issues
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia
List—are ill
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—awaiting back surgery
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke;
receiving therapy
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs
extra prayers
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has medical
issues
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—needs prayers
for wisdom and guidance
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—
cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health
issues

(continued next column)
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We offer, and received, some “Thank You’s” in February
“Thank you.” These are
two little words that, when
shared with someone, can
mean so much to the person on the receiving end. And here at
St. Mark’s, we have so much to be thankful for, don’t we?
Like, for example, when the ladies from our Board of Parish
Fellowship put out a wonderful spread for St. Mark’s Soup and
Salad Supper on Ash Wednesday evening. And for those who
made soup, salad and desserts for the dinner too. Everything
was so delicious and it felt wonderful to sit and talk with each
other, didn’t it? Even sitting spaced out, and wearing our
masks (except for when eating), it was still nice to visit with
each other and catch up on things. And so we offer our sincere
gratitude to Sharon Williams, Barbara Houghton, Gail
Fitzgerald, Cathy Fitzgerald, Leslie Oehring, Nancy McInnis
and Judy Schassberger. And if we forgot anyone else who
helped that night, we thank you too!
And then there was a day in early February when one of
the LoCascio’s nephews, who is a manager at the Five Below
store in Farmington Hills, called to see if St. Mark’s wanted
$5,000 worth of merchandise (mostly toys) to give away to
children. Apparently, each Five Below store purges their
unsold merchandise a few times per year, and the Warren store
had done their purge, but didn’t have a non-profit organization
selected in which to give theirs. That same nephew drove to
the Warren store, loaded his pickup with probably 20 boxes of
stuff, and gave it to the LoCascio’s who then brought it to St.
Mark’s. There were so many toys and playthings! The
merchandise was sorted and placed on tables in the Fellowship
Hall by Debbie LoCascio and her daughter, Angela Peters, and
over the next two weeks, about a dozen children from St.
Mark’s and elsewhere were overjoyed to be able to do some
“shopping!”
A few weeks later, there was still quite a bit left on the
tables, so Jennie and Karen Kaufman loaded everything into
boxes that were then loaded into the LoCascio’s truck, and
Debbie LoCascio and Karen Kaufman took the items to St. Paul
Community Lutheran Church in Pontiac for them to distribute.
The folks at St. Paul were so excited and couldn’t wait to use
some of the items for Bingo gifts, and giveaways to lots of
other children in the Pontiac area.
And so we thank the LoCascio’s cousin, Tearl, for his
kindness in thinking of St. Mark’s and picking up the merchandise in Warren, and the Five Below store in Warren for their
wonderful donations that made so many children smile, and
our church members who worked hard to unpack, then repack
and deliver, all those toys.
Let’s also not forget our men who do so much around here
at church. We especially thank Jim O’Brien for the many
maintenance projects he has undertaken the past few months,

(continued next column)
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e.g. touching up paint and trim, moving the hand dryer in the
ladies’ room, removing the old wall shelving/hangers unit in
the Fellowship Hall to make room for a small sitting area there,
etc. And, we also offer thanks to both Tom LoCascio and Jim
O’Brien for plowing our church parking lot all winter long. You
guys rock!
St. Mark’s also recently received two thank you notes that
we’d like to share with you. The first is from the Open Door
Outreach Center in Waterford:
Dear St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your most generous support of our Open
Door Outreach Center by donating $625 in gift cards to our
Adopt-A-Family for Christmas program! These will help those
who are struggling to have basic needs like food, shelter,
household items and clothing. Your gift will make a tremendous difference in the lives of people right here in our own
community.
This unprecedented time is scary to impoverished elderly
and families. They are often unable to afford to “stock up” on
supplies. We are able to provide an increased amount of drive
thru food so they can be a bit more secure.
Open Door uses your donations and works with our
volunteers all year to feed the hungry and alleviate pain for
those struggling to obtain basic needs in our Lakes Area
Community. Last year, together, we fed 8,787 hungry people
with 280,914 pounds of food. We also provided $67,590 in
vouchers at the Resale Store for clothing and household
items, plus $32,803 used to prevent evictions and help with
crisis issues for seniors, children, disabled and impoverished
people.
We are so grateful for your support. Open Door is blessed
by you!
Thank you and Blessings, Karen L. Myers, Director
We also received the following thank you note from the
principal at Keith Elementary School in regards to our loose
change collection jar for Keith’s Invisible Dad Lunch Fund. We
were recently able to send them a check for $145.50 just from
the loose change that our members and friends dropped into
the jar!
Dear Friends,
What a wonderful surprise!
The generous contribution from St. Mark’s congregation
to benefit Keith’s Invisible Dad Lunch Fund will go a long
way in helping to provide meals for students who might need
a helping hand.
What an example of the impact even the smallest contribution, shared from the heart, joined with that of others, has
the potential to do!
Thank you for making a difference in the community.
Sincerely, Dr. Marci Augenstein, Principal

Council Meeting Minutes - Summarized
February 16, 2021
In attendance: Pastor Vergin, Tom LoCascio, John Reardon, Debbie Sidelinker, Darryl Swainson, Karen
Kaufman, Sharon Williams, and Nancy McInnis

Call to order at 7:32 pm
Opening Prayer and Devotion by Pastor – Matthew 11:28-30.
Vice President’s Report per John Reardon – We need to arm
ourselves in God’s Word as the assault is on. The Equity Act
will be popping up.
Pastor’s Report per Pastor Vergin
• Ash Wednesday Divine Service on February 17 at 7 p.m.
preceded by Soup/Salad Supper at 5:30 p.m.
• Midweek Lent Services on Wednesdays (March 3, 10, 17
& 24) at 7 p.m.
• Starting March 6, Saturday evening (socially-distanced)
service at 6:30 p.m.
• Starting March 7, returning to one Divine Service on
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study will follow at 10:45
a.m.
• Neighborhood Prayer Walk on March 13.
• Palm Sunday Service on March 28 (begins Holy Week).
• Would like to begin receiving ideas for where we could
tithe the proceeds from the sale of the land. Then we
could ask the congregation to vote on these, and pick the
top 4 or so and bring them to the Voter’s Meeting in June
for a final vote.
• For future consideration: Would like to purchase dryerase board, projector screen, and projector mount for
library (already have projector). Just informational for
now.
BOARD REPORTS
Assimilation & Stewardship per Pastor Vergin – New member
board will be updated as we do have some new members.
Elders per Darryl Swainson – Member assignments to our
elders have been reorganized now that we have four elders.
Our primary focus for now is helping Pastor get through Lent.
Youth & Family per Pastor - Probably won’t be doing a
separate Easter Egg Hunt (on a Saturday).
Gospel Outreach per Sharon Williams – The board met and
John brought up the Everyone His Witness outreach program.
The board asked him to write something up to remind folks
that were involved to start reviewing the videos so that when
things open back up again we can get back into those groups
(Continued next column)
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and people will be more prepared. The Welcome Baskets will
be starting up again but we have to decide when.
Human Care per Karen Kaufman – Dinner at St. Paul’s will be
in April. Not sure if it will be outside, as it has been, or inside.
Parish Fellowship per Sharon Williams – Ash Wednesday
Soup/Salad dinner will be held on February 17, 2021 with
social distance changes.
Properties (John Sidelinker not in attendance) – per Pastor, Jim
O’Brien has been doing a lot of work around the church and
checking items off the list. Tom LoCascio advised that a
chairperson needs to be selected for this board.
GENERAL BUSINESS
Treasurer’s Report per Tom LoCascio (Kari Kosmalski not in
attendance) – Page 8 of the financials show our total expenses
for January are $14,750 and our budget is $13,750.
Financial Secretary’s Report distributed per Debbie Sidelinker
Parish Report & Church Calendar distributed by Tom
LoCascio. Debbie LoCascio has filed the application for PPP
loan forgiveness. Our application is currently being reviewed.
Update on Backlot Splits & Sale per Pastor – We closed on
the lots in January. Sale price was $130,000. Closing costs
totaled $9,091; net received and deposited into St. Mark’s
checking account = $120,909. Also deposited into our
checking account was the buyer’s donation check of $5,000.
We still have approx.$17,000 in the Parking Lot Fund left from
church fundraising. Total current balance of the Parking Lot
Fund = $142,909. The new parking lot will cost between
$126,000 - $130,000. Jim O’Brien has contacted the asphalt
contractor who has since placed St. Mark’s on his asphalt
schedule for the spring (date to be determined).
Pastor suggested rounding the 10% tithing amount to $12,000.
Council agreed.
$2,500 Security Grant from Lutheran Church Extension Fund Per Tom LoCascio, we completed the application for approx.
$1,795 in security updates. We are waiting to hear back.
We sent Keith Elementary a check for $145.50 for their
Invisible Dad Lunch Program (from our coin collection jar).
Received a very nice letter of thanks from the principal.

(See Minutes, Page 10)
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March Birthdays
2
3
5
8
15
18
20
23

Joanne Wisti
Mary Ann Lockwood
Del Joslin
Karen Maier
Liz Lonsberry
Lynne Welty
David Turner
Brayden Higgins, Anna Lockwood,
Jim O’Brien
27 Charlie Powell
30 Marlene Steck
31 Helga Gonzalez

Don’t forget to turn
your clocks forward!
Spring is almost here, and with it,
Daylight Saving Time begins! Yes, we’ll
all lose an hour of sleep the morning of
Sunday, March 14; however, it will be
lighter earlier in the mornings now and
that’s a huge plus. Make yourself a note
and don’t forget to change your clocks,
otherwise, you’ll miss out on church that
morning!

Transferred into St. Mark’s:
Charlie & Lexi Powell
28549 Carlton Way Dr.
Novi, MI 48377
(309) 287-8110
Membership was reinstated:
Stephanie Reynolds
7157 Eagle Landings Lane
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 866-8820

Need helpers to serve
dinner at St. Paul

The Vergins welcome
a baby girl!
Congratulations to Pastor and
Mandy Vergin on the birth of a healthy
baby girl, Gabriella Joy, on February 12!
Gabriella was born at 6:11 a.m., weighed 7
lbs. 10 oz., and was 18.5” long. Mom and
baby are both doing great!
Gabriella is the 5th child for the
Vergins following on the heels of Evy,
Naomi, Selah and Isaiah. And her older
siblings love her so much!
May God bless and keep Gabriella
(who will be baptized on March 7) and the
entire Vergin family.
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Here’s what’s coming up
on these dates in April
1 Maundy Thursday Divine Service at 7
p.m.
2 Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers Service
at 7 p.m.
4 Easter Sunday Divine Services (two
services, times to be determined)
possibly followed by the children’s
Easter Egg Hunt (no Easter Breakfast
this year due to COVID-19 concerns)
28 Serve Dinner at St. Paul Lutheran,
Pontiac around 5:30 p.m.

St. Mark’s Board of Human Care has
arranged for volunteers from St. Mark’s
to serve dinner to the members and
community at St. Paul Community
Lutheran Church in Pontiac on
Wednesday, April 28 starting around 5:30
p.m. Due to coronavirus constraints, the
food will be assembled as complete
dinners inside styrofoam containers, and
will be given to participants in a DriveThru fashion. Watch for a sign-up sheet
to appear in the lobby soon where you
can sign up to donate the different food
items.

Special Fund Donations
We thank those listed below who
made special donations in January:
Memorials: Linda Damer (in memory of
Butch Fitzgerald)
Remodeling - Sanctuary: Nancy McInnis

From the Board of Gospel Outreach
Not many of us would have thought that at this time last
year we’d be dealing with a pandemic. How many of us
imagined how Satan would use this pandemic to attack our
faith with closures and/or restrictions imposed on Christians
wanting to gather and worship our Lord, to pray together and
to hear His Word?
Still today, many of us are caught in a sticky situation,
especially if we have some condition that raises our concern
in contracting or fighting off any contact with the COVID
virus. And we might be asking ourselves what we can do to
remain strong in the face of this disease and keep our spiritual
batteries charged.
Of course we can read God’s Word, we can enhance our
prayer life and we can view Pastor’s sermons on St. Mark’s
web page. We can also access several Lutheran resource sites
that might further strengthen us during these times.
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) has recently developed
The Spiritually Vibrant Home and 30 Days of Household
Devotions specifically aimed to nurture us in our homes with
our spouses, children or other household members. You can
find both resources at: lhm.org/discoverhouseholds.
LHM also has a series of well-done video-based courses
that you can take at your own pace at https://.lhm.org/learn/
which covers five faith strengthening areas.
Our own Synod also has a number of short videos
available at https://www.lcms.org/resources.
If you like reading, don’t forget to visit Concordia
Publishing House’s web page. They are a great resource for
books that offer practical information and guidance on living
in today’s world.
If you are stranded at home or simply wish to recharge
your spirit, these are great resources for you to check out.
Jesus tells the story of the virgins that ran out of oil waiting
for the groom to arrive. Let’s not be like them.
For the many members who attended the Everyone His
Witness program, we have the added advantage of the video
presentations offered through this program using the code
found on the inside of the cover of the booklet. These, too,
are excellent and really helpful in these times for people who
have lost hope in this world and especially in our elected
politicians. To whom can they turn? If they ask us, we can
lead them to Christ.
These programs prepare us to see the opportunity and
respond appropriately. (As a side note, Pastor is considering
how we might again start meeting and reinforcing ourselves in
the spreading of the Gospel.)
God’s blessings during these challenging times, and as
we remember our Savior’s words before he ascended into
heaven, “and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age
(Matthew 28:20).”
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(Matthew 28:20). He has “overcome the world” (John 16:33).
Our Father in heaven will care for all our needs (Matthew
6:33). We will have a great “reward” in heaven (Matthew 5:12).
God will repay us “a hundredfold” for all that we lose
(Matthew 19:29). When we have stood the test, we will receive
“the crown of life” (James 1:12). By our endurance we will gain
our lives (Luke 21:19). When we are persecuted, we need not
be afraid, for through faith we will share in Christ’s
resurrection. Indeed, for us persecution is an honor and a
privilege, a true mark of our blessedness (Matthew 5:11).
Especially now, as persecution appears to be headed our way,
we must keep our eyes fixed on these glorious promises.
And, finally, we should prepare for persecution by
dedicating ourselves to supporting our brothers and sisters
in Christ. God has united us together as one body in Christ.
Here, “if one member suffers, all suffer together” (1
Corinthians 12:26). And here, we have a duty to one another,
to take care of one another and to support one another,
especially in time of need (Galatians 6:2). In this way, we never
stand alone in persecution.
Therefore, we should prepare for persecution now by
dedicating ourselves to this mutual care. We should get to
know our fellow Christians. We should honestly assess our
own personal resources. We should develop the habits of
generosity. We should build relationships with our fellow
congregations. In this way, when persecution comes, we will
already be closely bound to one another in love, and thus
equipped that much more to face it boldly.
Yeah, my friends, persecution is coming. The storm is on
its way. So it must be, “for all who desire to live a godly life in
Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (1 Timothy 3:12). So get
ready, but don’t be afraid. Man cannot kill the soul (Matthew
10:28). No one can snatch you out of the Lord’s hand (John
10:28). In Christ, all things are secure for you. As the Apostle
Peter declares:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy,
he has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by
God’s power are being guarded through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time” (1 Peter 1:3-5).
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One Service

We are now accepting
Easter plant orders

(Continued from Page 1)

You can help beautify St. Mark’s
sanctuary on Easter morning by purchasing beautiful, flowering, spring plants that
will then be placed in and around the altar
area that day. Following the Easter worship
service, you may then take your plants
home and transplant them into your
garden.
Plants may be ordered in honor or memory of a loved one,
or just to help beautify the sanctuary for Easter. The names of
your loved ones will then be included in the Easter morning
bulletin. To place an order, please complete a pink order form
(found as an insert in the Sunday bulletins) and place it and
your payment into the offering plate NO LATER THAN
MARCH 21. Only pre-paid orders will be accepted.
This year’s selection of plants are as follows:
6” Lily (White Only)

Cost
$8.50

6” Tulip (Red, pink, yellow, lavender)

$8.00

6” Hydrangea (Blue, pink)

$10.00

8” Hydrangea (Blue, pink)
6” Hyacinth (Pink, blue, white)
6” Daffodil (Yellow)
4” Mini Daffodil (Yellow)

$16.50
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 3.00

Administrative Business
(Continued from Page 4)

easement is staked, we will know the exact property
boundaries so that we can begin removing bushes and trees
that are currently blocking this “walkway” to Bywater Avenue
behind our church. By clearing the debris, we’ll be able to
walk, and minister to, the neighborhood behind us, and the
neighbors can still come to visit us also.
Two additional notes regarding the sale of the lots: 1) St.
Mark’s Church Council is currently considering how the
“tithing” portion of the sale proceeds can be best spent on
ministries; 2) Jim O’Brien has already contacted the asphalt
contractor who stated that St. Mark’s has been added to his
paving schedule for the spring.

that are still waiting on the vaccine or who have special
circumstances. These services will meet on Saturday evenings
at 6:30 p.m., and will continue as long as they are needed. This
will be a shorter, simpler service, about 30-40 minutes in
length, during which we will take extraordinary precautions
regarding COVID-19 (wearing masks for the entire service,
maintaining significant spacing between households, no
singing, receiving Holy Communion in pews, etc.).
Let us all take this opportunity to rededicate ourselves to
the Word of God and His Sacraments, by which we are given
life in Christ and strength in every trial! This is an essential
part of our Christian life! We hope to see you there!

Minutes
(Continued from Page 7)

Received a letter of thanks from the Open Door Outreach
Center re: the Adopt-A-Family Christmas gift cards that we
gave to them.
Discussion ensued about moving the council meeting to 7:00
p.m. instead of 7:30 p.m. Tom LoCascio made a motion to move
the council meetings to 7:00 p.m. Debbie Sidelinker seconded.
Motion carried.
Next meeting will be a Business Meeting on Tuesday, March
16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.; Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
.
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St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

Address Service Requested
7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI 48324
Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870
Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

Volunteers are needed for
Holy Week music
For the latest church
news, visit our website
What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website (www.stmarwb.org)?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monthly church calendars
Sunday bulletins
Weekly announcements
Monthly newsletters
About St. Mark’s
Event Registration Forms
Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/
church needs!
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Our congregation hasn’t done much in
the way of music this past year due to COVID19. However, as coronavirus numbers have
decreased greatly in 2021, we are thinking that
it would be nice to have some special music for Holy Week 2021.
COVID-19 mitigation procedures will continue to be observed
in the choir loft during practices, and also during actual singing/
ringing/playing during any worship services. As we don’t have
a vocal choir director, we welcome singers and instrumentalists
who would be able to sing/play as soloists, duettists or in a
small ensemble. You would be responsible for running your own
practices, and if you require organ or piano accompaniment, feel
free to talk to Rob Wheeler, our organist, and he can help.
We’re also seeking middle-school students up through
adults who would be interested in playing our standard bronze
handbells (no experience necessary), or elementary-aged
students who would like to play our colored youth bells. If you
are interested in singing, playing an instrument, or ringing
handbells, please let Debbie LoCascio know ASAP, as music
will be selected soon and practices scheduled for early March.
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Sunday Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
Saturday "Socially-Distanced" Divine Service 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Midweek Lent Service 7 p.m.
Men's Bible Study/Breakfast - One Saturday per mo. 9 a.m.
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

1

2
Pastor's Day Off

3

4

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's
calendar, visit our website at:
www.stmarkwb.org.

FRIDAY

5

SATURDAY

6
9am Men's Bible Study

Pastor out of office in p.m.

11:30am Fam/Youth Mtg.
7pm Midweek Lent Svc.
7pm - Bd. Of Elders Mtg.

7 Third Sunday in Lent

8

9
Pastor's Day Off

Elder on Duty: Darryl Swainson

Baptism - Gabriella Joy Vergin
9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class

6:30pm Divine Service

10

11

12

13

8:45am Winkel @ Milford
Sec'y. Debbie Off

Pastor out of office in p.m.

7pm Midweek Lent Svc.
6:30pm Divine Service

14 Fourth Sunday in Lent

16

15

17 St. Patrick's Day

18

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class
11am Neighborhood Prayer Walk

19

Pastor out of office in p.m.

7pm Midweek Lent Svc.
7pm - Council Mtg.

21 Fifth Sunday in Lent

20 1st Day of Spring

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 12pm Easter Invitations
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

Pastor's Day Off

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS
Elder on Duty: John Sidelinker

22

Elder on Duty: Tom LoCascio

23
Pastor's Day Off

6:30pm Divine Service

24

25

26

27

Pastor out of office in p.m.

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class

DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.

7pm Midweek Lent Svc.
6:30pm Divine Service

28 Palm/Passion Sunday
Elder on Duty: Darryl Swainson

29

30
Pastor's Day Off

Pastor out of office in p.m.

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class

ALTAR GUILD: Cathy Fitzgerald
COUNTERS: Barbara Jewell & Lori Whitehead

ACOLYTES (either svc): GREETERS (either svc): USHERS (both svcs):
7 Jay Anderson
7 Tom/Deb LoCascio
7 Tom Kaufman
14 TBD
14 Julie/Kari Kosmalski 14 Trent Johnson
21 TBD
21 Gail Fitzgerald
21 John Reardon
28 TBD
28 Sharon Williams
28 Matt Maier

VIDEO TECH (either):
7
14
21
28

Charlie Powell
Debbie Sidelinker
Jim O'Brien
Karen Kaufman

