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ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

   “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

messenger

September 2021

Annual Mission Planning Workshop
will be held on September 18

Attention all St. Mark’s Officers and Board Members! On
Saturday, September 18, we will be holding our annual
Mission Planning Workshop. On this day, we will gather to
pray, give thanks to God, hear His holy Word, and plan our
congregation’s activities for the upcoming year.

This workshop will begin at 9 a.m. and will end at noon.
Lunch will be provided.

Attendance is expected for all Officers and Board
Members. If you will not be able to attend, please let Pastor
Vergin know as soon as possible.

May God grant us faith and wisdom as we consider how
best to do the work of His kingdom in 2022!

Hey, kids! Join us for Sunday School
beginning September 12!

Calling all Preschool and Grade School kids! St. Mark’s
Sunday School program will resume here beginning Sunday,
September 12, and we’d love to have you be a part of it!

Sunday School takes place at the same time as the Adult
Bible Study class from 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. each Sunday. Kids
will hear a different Bible story each week; what a great way
for them to learn about Jesus!

To register a child, go to our website at
www.stmarkwb.org and hover over the Contact/Registration
tab. There you’ll see the Sunday School Registration form.
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One Saturday/month
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Handicap accessible

Bring a friend to Bible Study!

During the month of September, Pastor Vergin will be
teaching two Bible Studies as listed below. Feel free to attend
and bring a friend! All are welcome!

Adult Bible Class: The Book of Genesis
In the month of September, we will be continuing our

study of the book of Genesis in our Adult Bible Class!
The book of Genesis is the first book of the Bible, and it tells
the story of God’s salvation from the very beginning. It starts
with the creation of the world and the fall into sin, and from
there it traces the promise of the Savior from generation to
generation, beginning with Adam and culminating with
Jacob’s twelve children. It includes the account of Noah and
the Flood, the Tower of Babel, the Call of Abraham, and
Joseph’s rise in Egypt. At every place it proclaims the
steadfast love of God and His faithfulness in redeeming
mankind from the guilt of our sin.

We hope you will join us for this study! This is a great
opportunity to fill your week with God’s Word and to grow in
knowledge and faith!

Adult Bible Class meets on Sundays at 10:45 a.m., after
our Divine Service.

Men’s Bible Study Will Meet on September 4
Attention Men of St. Mark’s! Our next Men’s Bible Study

will be held on Saturday, September 4. We will gather from 9:00
a.m. - 10:30 a.m. in St. Mark’s fellowship hall. Breakfast will be
provided, and we will be continuing our study of the book of
Acts.

We hope to see you there! This is a great opportunity to
be formed together as men of God in the image of Christ!
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Pastor’s Page

Tranquility in the Storm: The Blessed Life of God’s Church

(Continued next column) (See Pastor’s Page Page 6)

My friends, toward the end of the book of Acts, we
encounter a remarkable and striking scene. Here, Paul and his
companions are on a ship, sailing across the Mediterranean
Sea, heading to Rome. Some time earlier, Paul had been
arrested in Jerusalem and in the course of his trial had
appealed to Caesar—a right that belonged to every Roman
citizen (Acts 25:11). Therefore, Paul was placed aboard a ship
along with many other prisoners to sail to the capital city and
await his chance to stand before the empire’s highest official.

However, after they had begun their voyage, while they
were sailing along the island of Crete, a great storm
unexpectedly bore down upon them (Acts 27:14). For fourteen
days this storm raged, battering the ship and driving it wildly
across the sea. Desperately, the sailors did all they could to
keep the ship afloat and avoid a wreck. They wrapped extra
supports around the ship (Acts 27:17). They jettisoned the
cargo (Acts 27:18). They even cast off the ship’s tackle (Acts
27:19). But at last, after many days, “all hope of…being saved
was at last abandoned” (Acts 27:20).

But one night, in the midst of this terrifying storm, God
sent an angel to Paul, who declared to him there on the ship
that not only would he survive the storm, but also that all the
men with him would survive as well—only the ship would be
destroyed (Acts 27:23-25).

Therefore, on the fourteenth day, even while the storm
still raged, an amazing scene unfolds:

As day was about to dawn, Paul urged
them all to take some food, saying, “Today
is the fourteenth day that you have
continued in suspense and without food,
having taken nothing. Therefore, I urge you
to take some food. For it will give you
strength, for not a hair is to perish from the
head of any of you.” And when he had said
these things, he took bread, and giving
thanks to God in the presence of all he broke
it and began to eat. Then they all were
encouraged and ate some food themselves.
(We were in all 276 persons on the ship.)
And when they had eaten enough, they
lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat
into the sea (Acts 27:33-38).

What a remarkable image this is! Even in the midst of this
great storm, while the waves are crashing and the wind is
roaring and the boat is being tossed wildly back and forth, all

the people on the ship cease their frantic labors and gather
together for a meal. In the center of all the surrounding chaos,
it’s a scene of heavenly tranquility.

Now, this particular image has a lot to teach us Christians
about our life in Christ. First, it illustrates the peace with which
we can live, no matter how chaotic our circumstances may be.
Think about those people on the ship. Why were they able to
gather and eat in such tranquility? For one reason alone: They
had a promise from God that they would be safe. As Paul
assured them, not a hair of their heads would perish.
Therefore, it didn’t matter how bad things got. It didn’t matter
how intensely the storm raged. It didn’t matter how high the
waves mounted or how strongly the winds blew. They had
God’s promise. They would be safe. Therefore, no matter what
was going on around them, they could eat in peace.

And it is the same for us in Christ. No, God doesn’t
promise us that we will be safe from bodily harm, as He
promised those people on the ship; the promises He makes to
us are better. First, God promises us that He will take care of all
our needs as He knows best, if we seek His kingdom.  As
Jesus says, “Do not be anxious about your life, what you will
eat, nor about your body, what you will put on…Instead seek
[God’s] kingdom, and these things will be added to you”
(Luke 12:22, 31). But, even more, we have the promise of
eternal life in our Father’s kingdom: “Fear not, little flock, for it
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom”
(Luke 12:32). These are God’s perfect promises to us, by virtue
of Christ’s sacrifice, which we possess through faith.

And, on account of these promises, we can live every day
with the same tranquility we see on that ship. Sure, right now
things in this world seem to be getting more and more chaotic.
This is true both on a global scale and on a personal scale, in
each of our lives. And yet, no matter how bad things get, we
don’t have to be afraid. We have the assurance of God’s
perfect care, and of our eternal salvation. Even when our boat
is tossed wildly about, we can stand firm in tranquility
through Christ.

But, even more, this image illustrates the tranquility we
find in the Divine Service at church. There on the ship, Paul
broke bread with the people, eating a meal in peace while the
storm raged around them. And that’s exactly what we find in
the Divine Service. There, while we gather with our brothers
and sisters in Christ around the Lord’s Table, eating and
drinking the very body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness
of sins, God gathers us into His holy habitation, that it might
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St. Mark’s enjoyed a visit from
missionary Joe Boway

In June, St. Mark’s decided to give a tithe of $18,000 from
the sale of our back property to a Lutheran missionary named
Joe Boway, who builds and supports Lutheran schools in the
West African country of Liberia. Thanks be to God, this gift
will provide all the funds necessary for Joe to build an entirely
new seven-room schoolhouse in one of the rural towns that
he serves.

On Sunday, August 1, Joe and his family visited St.
Mark’s. First, they joined us for worship, after which we
presented to him the check (along with an additional check of
$516 collected from our VBS offerings to help purchase school
supplies). Then, after the Divine Service, we gathered
downstairs in the Fellowship Hall, where Joe gave a
presentation on his work in Liberia.

Joe’s presentation was both joyous and encouraging. He
told us about what it was like for him to grow up in rural
Liberia, and how the Lord brought him to faith at a young age
through a missionary from Lutheran Bible Translators. He
then shared how the Lord was working through those
Lutheran schools, which he builds and supports, to share the
good news of Jesus with many students and their families.
Indeed, the Gospel is flourishing in Liberia! Afterwards, we
enjoyed a luncheon with Joe and his family, organized by our
Board of Parish Fellowship.

We look forward to a long-term partnership with Joe and
his organization, the Liberian Childrens’ Ministry! The
Lutheran school which we have funded will likely be
completed next fall. Before then, we hope to gather school
supplies for the new school, as well as fundraise $3,000 to dig
a well. Once the school is built we expect to begin organizing
mission trips to visit Liberia and help serve the people there.

Special thanks to all who made Joe’s visit possible,
especially those who organized the luncheon! Please keep Joe
in your prayers, as well as our brothers and sisters in Christ in
Liberia! (See St. Mark’s Facebook page for photos.)

Member churches of our Kensington
Circuit gathered for joint worship

On the afternoon of Sunday, August 22, our circuit held a
joint worship service to give thanks to God for His merciful
care throughout the coronavirus pandemic. Here, we gathered
outside with our sister LCMS congregations to receive the
Word of God and give heartfelt thanks to Him!

The service was held at Christ Lutheran Church in
Milford. Over 160 people attended from five different
congregations. Pastors from each congregation helped lead
the liturgy, and Rev. Dr. Ryan Peterson from Concordia
University Ann Arbor was the guest preacher. A circuit choir
also joined in the praise of God! (See St. Mark’s Facebook
page for photos.)

After the service, many remained to enjoy a dinner
reception hosted by Christ Lutheran with help from other
congregations. The food was great, and it was an excellent
opportunity to get to know our brothers and sisters in Christ
from other churches in our circuit.

We thank God for good weather, for Christian fellowship,
and for filling our service with joy through His Word! Thank
you to all who helped with the service! We hope that this
leads us into an even greater cooperation among our sister
congregations, and helps foster true Christian love between
us!

Here is a correction to
last month’s newsletter

In last month’s newsletter article where we thanked all of
our VBS volunteers, we inadvertently left out Karen Maier who
did such a fantastic job of transporting her class of kids from
one VBS station to another. We apologize, Karen, and offer our
sincerest thanks for your help this year! You did a wonderful
job with the kids!
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(continued next column)

MORE URGENT PRAYER’S:
Joan Freeman—is undergoing tests.
John Freeman—needs prayers for health issues.
Helga Gonzalez—is having medical issues.
Tom Gonzalez—is having medical issues and is in rehab.
Dean Hyrkas—is recovering from surgery.
Barbara Jewell—needs prayers for several medical issues.
Rod Oehring—has medical issues.
Marlene Steck—needs extra prayers for memory issues.
Marilyn Turner—needs extra prayers.
Art Vermeersch—is having health issues.
Sharon Williams—continues to battle cancer.
Carolyn Achimov’s cousin’s great-granddaughter, Kennedy
Shallal—is undergoing treatments for Leukemia.
Joe Boway’s wife, Glendora—is having health issues.
Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—is hospitalized due

to having multiple heart attacks.
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Cecelia—recovering from surgery.
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s brother, Johnny—is battling cancer.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s son, Tim Bridges—has medical

issues.
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law’s sister, Carol—is undergoing

chemotherapy/radiation.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend, Judy Miller—is having health

issues & dealing with some depression.
Debbie LoCascio’s niece’s grandma, Mimi--has COVID-19.
Debbie LoCascio’s sister, Sandy Esse—is having some health

issues; might need surgery.
The LoCascio’s neighbor, Laura Jones—is battling cancer.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s friend, Sharon Richards—is battling

cancer.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s sister, Sandra Kempisty—is having

health issues.
The Lockwood children’s (Anna, Christian, Michael)

grandfather, Milton Javery—is battling cancer.
Taylor Lockwood’s aunt, Patti Hodges—battling breast cancer.
Cindy Parks’ friend, Linda—is battling breast cancer
Cindy Park’s mom, Rose Mielke—is having health issues.
Jean Swainson’s friend’s son, Connor Donahue—is in an

intensive inpatient rehab center.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is

battling breast cancer.
Pastor Chris Thoma from Our Savior, Hartland—is recovering

from Achilles tendon surgery.
Lynn Thomas’ good friend, Kristy Fresh—has been

diagnosed with a very rare form of cancer.
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandpa, Dave Scroggie—Alzheimer’s

is worsening; has Stage 3 kidney disease.
Mike Tolman’s fiancée’s uncle, David—suffered a stroke.
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—health issues have

gotten worse.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain

bleed.
Larry Whitehead’s cousin, Leonard Pittaway—was diagnosed

with bladder cancer.
Lori Whitehead’s friend, Vickie Tucker—is undergoing

cancer treatment.
Lori Whitehead’s great niece, Morgan Duggin—needs extra

prayers.
Sharon Williams’ friend, Carol York—is very ill; praying that

she’ll come to faith in Christ.
Sharon Williams’ granddaughter, Erika Williams—needs extra

prayers for guidance.
Sharon Williams’ great-grandson, Emmett Reynolds—has

Autism.

ONGOING PRAYERS:
Cathy Fitzgerald’s niece, Kim Trombley—recovering from a car

accident
Cathy Fitzgerald’s sister, Charlotte—recovering from a stroke
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having medical problems
Barbara Jewell’s nephew-in-law’s daughter, Tammy—will be

having knee replacement surgery soon
Barbara Jewell’s niece-in-law, Peg Fieler—is having eye problems
Barbara Jewell’s nephew-in-law, Carl Fieler—has health problems
Barbara Jewell’s sister, Marilyn—is having health issues
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law, Phyllis Tharp—is battling lung

cancer
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having health issues
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Debbie LoCascio’s cousin, Cheryl Tippett—is battling cancer
Debbie LoCascio’s father, Bob Tippett—is having memory

issues
Tom LoCascio’s cousin, Angelo Barduca—has medical issues
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia List—

are ill
Kim Olsen—needs extra prayers
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—awaiting back surgery.
Cindy Park’s brother, Jerry Mielke—is having medical problems
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke;

receiving therapy
Mike & Kyle Tolman’s grandma, Margaret Scroggie—needs

extra prayers
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has medical issues
Lynne Welty—is having health issues
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for

wisdom and guidance
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law’s nephew’s fiancé, Rachel—

cancer is in remission
Sharon Williams’ daughter-in-law, Pam Williams—has health

issues
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September Birthdays
  3 Kelly Lekas
  7 Hannah Dwyer, Aubrey Follis,

Cindy Parks
10 Tammy Hurley
23 Paul Benson
26 John Reardon, Emmett Reynolds
30 Jane Hurley

September Anniversaries
  1 Rod & Leslie Oehring 48th
  9 Keith & Amanda Follis 15th
15 Glenn & Barbara Jewell 3rd
16 Nick & Sheryl Brown 32nd
25 Larry & Lori Whitehead 11th

Special Fund Donations

We thank those listed below who
made special donations in July:

Memorials (for Butch Fitzgerald): Gail
Hardy, Dean & Sherry Hyrkas, Kim &
David Najarian, Rod & Leslie Oehring,
Sharon Williams.
Remodeling - Sanctuary: Nancy McInnis
Vacation Bible School: Nancy McInnis,
Lynn Thomas.

Please remember these
folks in your prayers

Those shown below have lost loved
ones this past month. Please keep them
and their families in your prayers.

 The Katterman family as our member,
Derald Katterman, fell asleep in the
Lord on 8/9.

Pastor’s Page
(Continued from Page 3)

be for us a reliable refuge. Outside, chaos
reigns and the storm rages. But in the
assembly of saints we find peace in
Christ.

So my friends, let this striking image
define your life in Christ. When the storm
rages, don’t despair and don’t be afraid.
Trust in the promises of God, which He
makes to you in Christ and upon which
you can rely. Let God fill your days with
the tranquility of His Spirit. And seek out
regularly the refuge of the Divine Service.
Indeed, do your best to gather others in
as well—your friends, your family, your
neighbors. For here, in the midst of the
storm, you will find peace.

Dinners for St. Paul,
Pontiac went well

We offer our most sincere thanks to
everyone who helped make the August 25
pre-packaged dinners for the people of St.
Paul, Pontiac a big success! Several
volunteers purchased/made food items
for the dinners, others worked to package
the meals, and some of those volunteers
drove the dinners over to St. Paul. St.
Paul’s staff will now distribute the meals
to the needy as needed over the next few
days.

Once again, thanks so much for
sharing the love of Jesus with our
neighbors in the Pontiac area!

Upcoming Events

We’ve got a few events coming up in
October where volunteers would be
greatly appreciated. Please add the events
below to your October calendar and
consider helping with one, or both, won’t
you?

• October 3 - Fall Clean-Up at St.
Mark’s directly following the
Divine Service

• October 23 - Trunk-or-Treat from 2-
4 p.m.

We look forward to seeing you at
both events, if possible!
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OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER DONATIONS – We continue
to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open
Door Outreach Center in Waterford. There are two bins located
on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where you
can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit
organization that assists needy families in the Lakes Area. They
are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you can
provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated.

USED POSTAGE STAMPS & EYEGLASSES - We continue to
collect used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation
Ministries, and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the
two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary
stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then
uses the proceeds to fund Bible translation projects
throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes
used eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to
the needy around the world. If you donate postage stamps,
please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper around the
stamp.

DONATIONS FOR THE INVISIBLE DAD LUNCH PROGRAM
- The Invisible Dad lunch program at Keith Elementary School
(around the corner from St. Mark’s) was started a few years
ago by a dad whose children attend there. The program keeps
extra money in the school’s Invisible Dad Lunch Fund so that
if a student’s personal lunch account falls too low, or if a
student forgets to bring a lunch (or can’t afford to bring a
lunch), money is available for them to have the same lunch as
other students at no cost. This saves the student the
embarrassment of being offered just a sandwich wrap and/or
cheese/cracker package (the state mandated free items that the
school can provide). St. Mark’s will continue to receive any
loose change you might like to donate toward this program for
this school year. A clear, glass jar continues to be located on
the table at the back of the sanctuary where you can drop any
extra change or bills you might have.

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS - If you shop at a Kroger
store, please consider participating in their Community
Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St.
Mark’s so that our congregation will receive free cash each
quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a
percentage of what you spend in their store(s) to our
congregation as a way of supporting the community. We then
use this money to help with building maintenance/
improvements. If interested, please click on this URL below to
see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus Card to our
congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/
community-rewards. In order to locate St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much!
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Address Service Requested

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI  48324

Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870

Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

For the latest church
news, visit our website

What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website
(www.stmarwb.org)?

• Monthly church calendars

• Sunday bulletins

• Weekly announcements

• Monthly newsletters

• About St. Mark’s

• Event Registration Forms

• Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/church
needs!

Family Outdoor Movie Night was fun

On the evening of Friday, August 20, we held another
Outdoor Family Movie Night! There, we gathered outside in
the evening on the east lawn to watch a movie on our outdoor
screen.

About 25 people attended the movie night, including
many children. We watched a movie titled How to Train Your
Dragon and enjoyed all kinds of snacks. The weather was
perfect and everyone had a great time!

Thanks be to God for this wonderful time of fellowship!
And thanks to all who helped put it together!
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Sunday Divine Service 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.

Men's Bible Study/Breakfast - One Saturday per mo. 9 a.m.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4
9am Men's Bible Study

 

 

5  14th Sun. after Trinity 6  Labor Day 7 8 9 10 11  Patriot Day
Elder on Duty:  Tom LoCascio  10am Quilting Bee   

9:30am Divine Service Church Office

10:45am Adult Bible Class closed    

 Pastor out of office in p.m.

   

  7pm - Bd. Of Elders Mtg.    

12  15th Sun. after Trinity 13 14  Holy Cross Day 15 16 17 18
Elder on Duty:  Darryl Swainson Pastor's Day Off   

9:30am Divine Service  DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 9am Mission Planning

10:45am Adult Bible Class   NEWSLETTER ARTICLES Workshop

10:45am Sunday School Pastor out of office in p.m.   

   

GRANDPARENTS' DAY     

19  16th Sun. after Trinity 20 21 22  1st Day of Fall 23 24 25
Elder on Duty:  Tom LoCascio Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service 10am Quilting Bee  

10:45am Adult Bible Class DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.  

10:45am Sunday School  Pastor out of office in p.m.  

 

 7pm - Council Mtg.    

26  17th Sun. after Trinity 27 28 29  St. Michael & 30
Elder on Duty:  John Sidelinker Pastor's Day Off All Angels' Day
9:30am Divine Service

10:45am Adult Bible Class Pastor out of office in p.m.

10:45am Sunday School  

 

ACOLYTES: GREETERS: USHERS: VIDEO TECH:

ALTAR GUILD: Karen Kaufman   5  TBD   5  Tom/Deb LoCascio   5  Tom Kaufman   5  Karen Kaufman

COUNTERS: Mary Lockwood & Jean Swainson 12  TBD 12  Julie/Kari Kosmalski 12  Matt Maier 12  Charlie Powell

19  Jay Anderson 19  Gail Fitzgerald 19  Rudy Rentola 19  Debbie Sidelinker

 26  TBD 26  Sharon Williams 26  Trent Johnson 26  Karen Kaufman

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's 
calendar, visit our website at: 
www.stmarkwb.org.


