ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Messenger
“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15

September 2022

Donations are needed for the dinner
we’re serving at St. Paul, Pontiac

Mission Planning Workshop is
scheduled for September 24

On Wednesday, September 21, St. Mark’s Board of Human
Care is hosting a dinner for the members and friends of St.
Paul Community Lutheran Church in Pontiac. We are still in
need of certain food donations for the event like potato chips,
desserts, bottled water, etc.
For more information, or to sign up for a food item, see
the sign-up sheet on the easel in the lobby. Volunteers who
will be serving the food should arrive at St. Paul by 5:00 p.m.
Dinner usually starts between 6:00 - 6:30, and volunteers
should be on their way home before 8:00.
Any questions regarding this event can be directed to
Karen Kaufman.

Attention all St. Mark’s Officers and Board Members! On
Saturday, September 24 we will be holding our annual Mission
Planning Workshop. On this day, we will gather to pray to
God, hear His Holy Word, give thanks to Him for all His
blessings, and plan our congregation’s activities for the
upcoming year.
This workshop will begin at 9:00 a.m. and will end at 2:30
p.m. Lunch will be provided.
Attendance is expected for all Officers and Board
Members. If you will not be able to attend, please let Pastor
Vergin know as soon as possible.
May God grant us faith and wisdom as we consider how
best to do the work of His kingdom in 2023!
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Delve deeper into scripture
Are you currently attending one of our Bible study
classes listed below? If not, we encourage you to do so!
These classes allow you to delve deeper into God’s Word
allowing you to gain a better understanding of his love for us
and also his desire as to how we should live as his children.
Please consider attending one or more of the classes
listed below!
Adult Bible Class: The Book of Genesis
In the month of September, we will be resuming our study
of the book of Genesis in our Adult Bible Class!
The book of Genesis is the first book of the Bible, and it
tells the story of God’s salvation from the very beginning. It
starts with the creation of the world and the fall into sin, and
from there it traces the promise of the Savior from generation
to generation, beginning with Adam and culminating with
Jacob’s twelve children. It includes the account of Noah and
the Flood, the Tower of Babel, the Call of Abraham, and
Joseph’s rise in Egypt. At every place it proclaims the
steadfast love of God and His faithfulness in redeeming
mankind from the guilt of our sin.
We hope you will join us for this study! This is a great
opportunity to fill your week with God’s Word and to grow in
knowledge and faith!
Adult Bible Class meets on Sundays at 10:45 a.m., after
our Divine Service.
Men’s Bible Study Will Meet on September 3
Attention Men of St. Mark’s! Our next Men’s Bible Study
will be held on Saturday, September 3. We will gather from 9:00
a.m. - 10:30 a.m. in St. Mark’s fellowship hall. Breakfast will be
provided, and we will continue our study of the book of
Revelation.
We hope to see you there! This is a great opportunity to
be formed together as men of God in the image of Christ!
Sunday School Is on Hold for Now
St. Mark’s Board of Family & Youth has decided to hold
off on offering Sunday School for a bit while they seek to
determine what would be the best way to engage, and serve,
our youth in Bible study. Stay tuned to future bulletins for
information on when Sunday School will restart.

Pastor’s Page
A Time of Challenge: Do Not Be Afraid!
My friends, as you may know, our congregation is
currently facing some challenges regarding our finances. In
His divine wisdom, the Lord has called home over the past few
years a number of our beloved members, and while we rejoice
that they have entered their eternal rest in the presence of
Christ, we also recognize that this now places upon us who
remain a responsibility to continue to fund the preaching of
the Gospel in their absence. In many ways, by the grace of
God, we have done well. However, the fact is that if current
trends hold we are still projecting a financial shortfall for the
year of around $15,000 to $20,000.
So, as your pastor, I ask you: What do we make of this?
How should we Christians respond? What does our Lord say
to us in His Word at such times? That’s what I’d like to
explore in this month’s Pastor’s Page. And I pray that my
words fill you with peace and joy through God’s Spirit, even in
the midst of challenging circumstances.
First, remember this: remember what Jesus said to His
disciples over and over again in the Gospels— “Do not be
afraid.” Indeed, this was His message to them whenever they
were scared. When Peter saw Jesus’ miraculous catch of fish
and threw Himself down before the Lord in fear, what did
Jesus say to him? “Do not be afraid” (Luke 5:10). Later, when
the disciples saw Him walking on the water? “Do not be
afraid” (Matthew 14:27). After the transfiguration? “Rise, and
have no fear” (Matthew 17:7). In the upper room before His
crucifixion? “Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid” (John 14:27). And then at last when the women
met Jesus after His resurrection, what did He say? The same
thing He’d been saying over and over from the beginning:
“Do not be afraid” (Matthew 28:10). For his disciples, in the
midst of all their anxieties and terrors and worries, Jesus
wanted them to know: they had nothing to fear.
And that’s the first thing we should remember as we face
these challenges as a congregation: We have no reason to be
afraid. Jesus will take care of His Church perfectly, no matter
what. The Church of Christ doesn’t stand or fall on the basis
of her balance sheet. The Lord has built it upon the Rock, and
“the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).
We can be sure that Jesus will provide all that’s necessary for
the nourishment of our souls, as well as the souls of our
children and our community. As Paul says, “He who supplies
seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness” (2 Corinthians 9:10). And in another place, “He

who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how
will he not also with him graciously give us all things”
(Romans 8:32). We can trust Jesus to take care of His Church.
For He is our Good Shepherd, and we are His one beloved
flock (John 10:14-16). All authority has been given to Him, in
heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). In fact, sometimes
Jesus purposefully allows us to suffer hardship, so that His
power might be made perfect in our weakness (2 Corinthians
12:9).
And what does this all mean? It means that no matter
what happens, we don’t need to be afraid. We can stand
confident. We can keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. We can abide
in love. We can confess boldly. We can proclaim the Gospel.
For in these challenging times, this is our Lord’s Word to us:
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).
And secondly, I would say to you this: See this as an
opportunity—an opportunity to go above and beyond in
good works! At times, God lays special needs before us, to
give us Christians a chance to exercise our faith in exceptional
ways. Think about the experience of the Good Samaritan (Luke
10:29-35). As he passes along the way from Jerusalem to
Jericho, he comes across a man lying half-dead on the side of
the road, attacked by robbers. Now, of course this Samaritan
could have passed by. The priest and Levite already had.
However, the Samaritan recognizes this situation for what it is:
an opportunity to serve in an extraordinary way. And so he
did, binding up the man’s wounds, carrying him to an inn, and
paying the full price for his recovery. Unlike the rich man, who
in another of Jesus’ parables ignored the poor man Lazarus at
his gate (Luke 16:19-31), this Good Samaritan saw an
uncommon need and stepped forward in uncommon love, the
very love of Christ.
And today we should see our financial circumstances in
the same way. God has laid before us a need. Perhaps an
exceptional need. But in doing this, God has at the same time
given us an opportunity to serve in an exceptional way, to
exercise our faith in uncommon works. As Paul says, “So then,
as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith”
(Galatians 6:10). This is our opportunity. An opportunity to be
generous. An opportunity to show our love for the Gospel. An
opportunity to sacrifice for the sake of others and to exercise
our Spirit-given faith. No, this isn’t a problem to be avoided.
Rather, just like passing an injured man on the side of the

(Continued next column)
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Read through the Bible in 2022
The Apostle Paul, referring to the Scriptures, once said,
“Whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope”
(Romans 15:4).
Therefore, so that we might learn the Scriptures better
and might abound in hope in Christ, St. Mark’s Board of
Elders is leading a Bible reading program, in which we will be
going through the entire Bible in a year. Reading plans are
available on the back table in the sanctuary, and weekly
readings will be printed in the bulletin. The readings in
September will begin at Ezekiel 25. Please consider
participating! You can pick up any time!

The Quilting Bee continues
to meet on Thursdays
If you’ve got some extra time on Thursday mornings at
10:00 a.m., feel free to stop by church and help the Quilting
Bee group assemble quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Even if
you don’t know how to quilt, they can always use help with
pinning squares and quilt backing together! And if you
already know how to quilt, you can help with sewing!
If you have any questions regarding the Quilting Bee, feel
free to contact Jennie Kaufman or Lynn Thomas.
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Ziah Town Lutheran School update
This year, our VBS students gave donations in order to
help purchase additional small catechisms for Ziah Town
Lutheran School in Liberia, Africa. Along with donations
given by St. Mark’s members, the total amount obtained for
catechisms was $2,300! This enabled us to send 110
catechisms to Joe Boway in Indiana, which were then loaded
into a shipping container in late August for delivery to the
school in Liberia.
The catechisms are essential for teachers and students at
this school, and others, as much of what each child learns is
based on the catechism. And yet very few teachers have them,
let alone the students! Therefore, we thank the Lord that we
have sent, to date, 153 catechisms. Many more copies are
needed, so hopefully, down the road, we can ship even more!
Thank you to everyone who donated to the Joe Boway/
Ziah Town Lutheran School fund in 2022. Your generosity is
greatly appreciated!
Also, the Ziah Town Lutheran School buildings (there are
3) continue to be constructed and aren’t quite ready for
students yet, but are definitely moving along nicely!

A great time was had at the Outdoor
Movie Night on Friday, August 19
On Friday, August 19, St. Mark’s held our annual Family
Outdoor Movie Night! Here, we gathered on a nice summer
evening to watch the movie Encanto on our outdoor screen.
Praise the Lord, everything went well for this event! The
weather was perfect, and everyone had fun watching the
movie, both church members and visitors!
Thanks to all those who helped put this event together,
especially to those who provided snacks and helped set up
and take down! We’re looking forward to next year!

MORE URGENT PRAYER’S:

Carolyn Achimov—is recovering from a fall.
Joan Freeman—is recovering from surgery.
John Freeman—is at home recovering from a broken leg.
Chris Gerard—is recovering at home following a lengthy
hospital stay.
Helga Gonzalez—is having some medical issues and is in rehab
to get stronger.
Barbara Jewell—is having a lot of back pain and other issues.
Nancy McInnis—is recovering from chemotherapy.
Rod Oehring—has medical issues.
Cindy Parks—has been diagnosed with liver cancer; will be
undergoing more tests to determine treatment.
Marlene Steck—has memory & health issues; Hospice has
been called in.
Art Vermeersch—is having health issues.
Larry Whitehead—is home recovering from foot surgery.
Carl & Carol Zienert—are having medical issues.
Carolyn Achimov’s cousin’s great-granddaughter, Kennedy
Shallal—is undergoing treatmentfor Leukemia.
Joe Boway’s wife, Glendora—will be undergoing shoulder
surgery.
Cathy Fitzgerald’s friend, Randy Collins—is very ill.
Friend of St. Mark’s, Allen Geer—is recovering from surgery.
Nancy Geer’s friend, Kate Keever—prayers for decreased pain
& healing.
Barbara Jewell’s niece’s son, Tim Bridges—is recovering from
back surgery.
Barbara Jewell’s niece-in-law, Peg Fieler—keeps falling.
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law’s sister, Carol—is undergoing
radiation.
Glenn Jewell’s insurance agent, Vicky—is receiving
chemotherapy.
Jennie Kaufman’s nephew, Jeff Balhoff—is receiving cancer
treatment.
Olivia Krog’s mother, Julie Shrivnen—is battling cancer.
Debbie LoCascio’s brother, Bob Tippett, Jr.—has a lesion on
his liver; will be undergoing more tests.
Debbie LoCascio’s brother-in-law, Alex Esse—spots found on
his lungs; will be undergoing tests in September.
Debbie LoCascio’s father, Bob Tippett, Sr.—is suffering from
Dementia.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend, Betty Ebejer—is struggling with
COPD.
Debbie LoCascio’s friend, Judy Miller—is receiving rehab at
home, but is still having some medical issues.
The LoCascio’s friend, Steve Cronk—is receiving radiation for
cancer.
The LoCascio’s friend, Rhea Thomas—is receiving
chemotherapy.
The LoCascio’s sister-in-law’s mom, Dotti Raczkowski—
suffers from Dementia; fell, broke her hip; is recovering

(continued next column)
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from hip surgery.
Mary Ann Lockwood’s uncle, Nick Zazula—his cancer is
worsening; Hospice has been called in.
Cindy Parks’ friend, Linda—is battling breast cancer
Cindy Park’s mom, Rose Mielke—is having health issues.
Stephanie Reynolds’ mom, Pam Williams—has health issues.
Stephanie Reynolds’ son, Emmett Reynolds—has Autism.
Carolynn Taylor’s grandson’s wife, Stephanie Payton—is battling
breast cancer.
Lynn Thomas’ good friend, Kristy Fresh—has been diagnosed
with a rare cancer.
Marilyn Turner’s friend, Tony—needs extra prayers.
Mandy Vergin’s sister, Bethany Goers—has been diagnosed with
breast cancer; is undergoing aggressive chemotherapy.
Rob Wheeler’s dad, Rick Wheeler—is recovering from a brain
bleed.
The Whitehead’s friend, Tim Ramey—recovering from shoulder
surgery.
Larry Whitehead’s cousin, Leonard Pittaway—is battling bladder
cancer.
Lori Whitehead’s great niece, Morgan Duggin—needs extra
prayers.

ONGOING PRAYERS:

Joan Freeman’s brother, Ernie Sampson—has medical issues.
Friend of St. Mark’s, Thisvi Steiger—is having health issues
Friend of St. Mark’s, Erika Williams—needs prayers for guidance.
Barbara Jewell’s sister-in-law, Phyllis Tharp—is battling lung
cancer
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor’s grandson—confined to home
Barbara Jewell’s neighbor, Ed Perez—having health issues
Barbara Jewell’s friend, Pam Perez—is having medical issues
Barbara Jewell’s friend’s brother, Johnny—diagnosed with cancer
Kay Joslin—is receiving therapy for her hip
Julie Kosmalski—her cancer is in remission
Debbie LoCascio’s cousin, Cheryl Tippett—is battling cancer
The LoCascio’s neighbor, Laura Jones—is battling cancer
Mary Ann Lockwood’s cousin’s kids—Abigail and Amelia List—
having health issues.
Cindy Parks’ sister, Jeane Schaefer—has back issues.
The Salo’s daughter-in-law, Joni—is recovering from a stroke;
receiving therapy
Jean Swainson’s friend’s son, Connor Donahue—is in an intensive
inpatient rehab center recovering from being hit by a car
Mandy Vergin’s father, Bruce Ketcher—health issues have gotten
worse.
Dorothy Vermeersch’s cousin, Gloria Maire—has several medical
issues
Lynne Welty—is having health issues
Larry Whitehead’s daughter, Tracy Whitehead—prayers for
wisdom and guidance
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September Birthdays
3
7
10
23
26
30

Kelly Lekas
Hannah Dwyer, Cindy Parks
Tammy Hurley
Paul Benson
John Reardon, Emmett Reynolds
Jane Hurley

September Anniversaries
1 Rod & Leslie Oehring
15 Glenn & Barbara Jewell
25 Larry & Lori Whitehead

49th
4th
12th

Membership was reinstated:
Gail Arnold
501 Concord Drive
White Lake, MI 48386
(248) 296-2587

Special Fund Donations
We thank those listed below who
made special donations in July:
Joe Boway/Liberian Lutheran School:
Lynn Thomas, Nancy Salo
Memorials for David Turner: Nancy Geer,
Thomas Jarvie, Erinn Smiley-Studier,
Cindy Turner
Remodeling - Sanctuary: Nancy McInnis
VBS: Gail Fitzgerald, Jennie Kaufman

Removed from our roles due to selfexclusion:
* Frederick Arnold
* Sheryl Brown & Michelle Brown
* Monika Petz
* Sarah Zienert & Maia Zienert

They got engaged!
Congratulations to our church
member, Lauren Maier, who got engaged
to her boyfriend, Jacob Grech, over the
summer. The two are planning to be
married at St. Mark’s on Friday, April 28,
2023. We are very excited for them!

SPECIAL

Please remember these
folks in your prayers
Those shown below have lost a
loved one this past month. Please keep
them and their families in your prayers.
 The Pho family, as Debbie LoCascio’s
sister’s good friend’s son, Colin Pho,
was killed in a hit-and-run accident
while riding his scooter in Ohio.
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We celebrated the
baptism of Olivia Wiles
On July 31, Pastor Vergin baptized
Olivia Wiles into the kingdom of Jesus.
What a blessing it was to witness her
baptism!
We welcome Olivia into our family of
faith, and rejoice with her family that the
Lord is working faith in her tiny heart,
even at this young age!

September’s special
decade birthday
This month, we wish a happy Special
Decade Birthday to our church member,
Cindy Parks whose birthday is on
September 7.
As always, we can’t tell you which
decade, but we know all of you will join
us in praying that our Lord will continue
to bless Cindy with faith, peace, strength
and happiness throughout her life.

Pastor’s Page
(Continued from Page 3)

Why do we celebrate Labor Day?
The original intent of Labor Day was to provide a holiday
that would honor the social and economic achievements of
American workers. Essentially, it was intended to be an annual
national tribute to the contributions workers have made to the
strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country. On June 28,
1894, Congress passed the act establishing the first Monday in
September as a legal national Labor Day holiday.
In honor of Labor Day, the church office will be closed on
Monday, September 5. Have a blessed, 3-day weekend,
everyone!

road, for the Church this is an opportunity—a precious
opportunity for good works. In that sense it is even a gift of
God, as backwards as that may seem.
So, my friends, as we face this challenge, let’s face it
together, along with Christ. Let’s each examine how God has
blessed us and then let’s each contribute according to our
ability, as is our Christian duty (2 Corinthians 8:7). But even as
we do, let’s remember that we have no reason to be afraid.
And let’s choose to see this for what it is: an uncommon
opportunity to abound in good works through Christ. And
who knows what God may do?

Living in the present
During Martin Luther’s great struggle to reform the church
in the 16th century, the Holy Roman Emperor sought to silence
him. So he spent some lonely months in Wartburg Castle under
protective custody. There, as he fought despair, Luther
scribbled the words “I am baptized” on his desktop as a
reminder that he was living according to an ongoing call from
God. He did not write, “I was baptized” but used the presenttense verb. For he rightly understood that in his baptism, God
had adopted him as his son, and no human could take that
from him.
Later, in his Large Catechism, Luther wrote: “To be
baptized in God’s name is to be baptized not by human beings
but by God himself. Although it is performed by human hands,
it is nevertheless truly God’s own act.”

Christ is like a river that is continually flowing. There are
always fresh supplies of water coming from the fountainhead,
so that a man may live by it and be supplied with water all his
life. So Christ is an ever-flowing fountain; he is continually
supplying his people, and the fountain is not spent. They who
live upon Christ may have fresh supplies from him for all
eternity; they may have an increase of blessedness that is new
[and] never will come to an end.

—from The Wired Word

—Jonathan Edwards
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The water of life
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St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church

Address Service Requested
7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI 48324
Phone: (248) 363-0741
Fax: (866) 649-6870
Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

For the latest church
news, visit our website
What types of information can you find
on St. Mark’s website
(www.stmarwb.org)?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monthly church calendars
Sunday bulletins
Weekly announcements
Monthly newsletters
About St. Mark’s
Event Registration Forms
Those on Duty (scheduled to help out at church)

...and more! Check it out for all of your worship/church
needs!
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October’s
upcoming events
You might want to mark your calendars now for these
upcoming events during the month of October:

• 10/2 - Fall Clean-Up following the Divine Service
• 10/22 - Trunk-or-Treat from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
• 10/30 - Reformation Sunday and the Fall Harvest Potluck

Sunday Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School for Kids 10:45 a.m. (Sep. - May)
Men's Bible Study/Breakfast - One Saturday per mo. 9 a.m.
SUNDAY

MONDAY
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TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

For live, up-to-date versions of ANY St. Mark's
calendar, visit our website at:
www.stmarkwb.org.

THURSDAY

1

FRIDAY

2
10am Quilting Bee

SATURDAY

3
9am Men's Bible Study

Pastor out of office in p.m.

4 12th Sunday after Trinity 5 Labor Day

6

7

8

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class

9

10

16

17

10am Quilting Bee

Elder on Duty: Tom LoCascio

Church Office closed
Pastor out of office in p.m.

7pm - Bd. Of Elders Mtg.

11 13th Sunday after Trinity 12
Elder on Duty: Darryl Swainson

13

14 Holy Cross Day

15

Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class

10am Quilting Bee
Pastor out of office in p.m.

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

PATRIOT DAY

18 14th Sunday after Trinity 19
Elder on Duty: John Sidelinker

20

21

22 Fall Begins

23

24

Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class

10am Quilting Bee
DISTRIBUTE NEWSLTR.
5pm Serve Dinner at
St. Paul, Pontiac

9am Mission Planning
Workshop

Pastor out of office in p.m.

7pm - Council Mtg.

25 15th Sunday after Trinity 26
Elder on Duty: John Sidelinker

27

28

29

30
St. Michaele/All Angels' Day

Pastor's Day Off

9:30am Divine Service
10:45am Adult Bible Class

10am Quilting Bee
Pastor out of office in p.m.

ALTAR GUILD: Karen Kaufman
COUNTERS: Mary Ann Lockwood & Jean Swainson

4
11
18
25

GREETERS:
USHERS:
Jennie/Karen Kaufman 4 Matt Maier
Gail Fitzgerald
11 Trent Johnson
Tom/Deb LoCascio
18 Tom Kaufman
Mary Lockwood
25 John Reardon

VIDEO TECHS:
4
11
18
25

Charlie Powell
Karen Kaufman
Charlie Powell
Debbie Sidelinker

