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Divine Service, Setting I

T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T
Today we observe the Second Sunday of Easter. On this day, as the Church continues her
celebration of the Jesus’ resurrection, we remember the account of Thomas, who refused
to believe that Jesus was alive until he was able to see it himself. Against such doubt, we
receive the good news of the resurrection in faith, rejoicing in the life it brings and
confessing the blessedness of “those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that
your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.
Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in
which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see
the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which
describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter,
as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth,
I humbly pray that You would open my heart
to the preaching of Your Word so that I may
repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my
only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.
Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that when we receive
Holy Communion together, we are publicly declaring both our unity in Christ and our
agreement in doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10). We also believe that if we receive
this sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30).
Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess the
teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have
not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a
course of instruction with us.
If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the
pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the
altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may remain in
your pew.

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Stand
Hymn of Invocation: 487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Tune: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547
Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Word
Introit (spoken responsively)
Psalm 81:1, 7a, 10, 16b; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2a
P Like newborn infants, Alleluia,
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alleluia.
P
C
P
C

Sing aloud to God our strength;
shout for joy to the God of Jacob!
In distress you called, and I delivered you;
I answered you in the secret place of thunder.
I am the LORD your God,
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it;
and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P
Kyrie

Like newborn infants, Alleluia,
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alleluia.
Mark 10:47

This Is the Feast

Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 37:1–14
1
The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold,
they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones,
and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay
sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”
7
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath;
prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet,
an exceedingly great army.
11
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.
13
And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from

your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I
will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken,
and I will do it, declares the LORD.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Verse (spoken responsively)
Matthew 28:7b; John 20:26a, c
During the Sundays of Easter, the Gradual is omitted and the Verse is expanded.
P
C

Alleluia. He has risen from the dead,
and behold, he is going before you to Galilee. Alleluia.
Eight days later Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” Alleluia.

Epistle

1 John 5:4–10
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory
that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6
This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the
truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these
three agree. 9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this
is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the
Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a
liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.
4

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.

19

John 20:19–31

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it
is withheld.”
24
Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the
nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put
out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
Children's Message

Hymn of the Day: 470 O Sons and Daughters of the King

5 When Thomas first the tidings
heard
That they had seen the risen Lord,
He doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My
feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
7 No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the
side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he

cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
8 How blest are they who have not
seen
And yet whose faith has constant
been,
For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
9 On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices
raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand
Nicene Creed (spoken together)
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For confidence in the mercy of Christ and glad hearts as He greets us with peace, that
we would be forgiven, renewed and strengthened by His coming to us in His body
and blood, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For the forgiveness of our sins and the blessing of pastors who serve in Christ’s name,
that the Church would be built up in our time and in the ages to come; and for God’s
blessing upon our congregation, upon Ziah Town Lutheran Church in Liberia, and
upon every Christian congregation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For those who have wandered from the household of faith, that God would work all
things in their lives to remind them of their need for His grace and love; and that they
would return to faith in Christ, crucified and raised for them, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For those in authority over the lives of our people, that they would exercise this Godgiven duty humbly and in accord with His will; and for peace in Ukraine and around
the world, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the troubled in our midst, that Christ’s wounds would continue to bring His
gladness, peace and comforting presence to His disciples [especially ____________];
and for those who weep, [especially _____________,] that in the difficult night of
this world they would confidently expect the blessed joy of Easter morning, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all who come to the Holy Supper, that having received the testimony of God in
the water of Baptism, they may also receive it in the body and blood of Jesus and so
overcome the world by faith in Him, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that out of Your indescribable grace and
for the sake of Your Son You have given us the Holy Gospel and instituted the Holy
Sacraments, that through them we may have comfort and the forgiveness of sin. Grant
us Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily believe Your Word, and through the Holy
Sacraments establish our faith day by day, until at last we obtain eternal salvation;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
Offering
During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your
pew.

Stand
Offertory

Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins
of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore, with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John,
and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 6:9–13

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

John 20:19

John 1:29

Sit
Distribution
Visitors – Please see note on front of this service folder regarding our Holy Communion
policy.

Distribution Hymn: 461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives

5 He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.
7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.
8 He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr.
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793
Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn: 700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
Thank the Lord

[Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10]

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

Numbers 6:24–26

Closing Hymn: 474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009; Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–87
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR
Sun. 4/24 The Second Sunday of Easter
 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall
 Sunday School 10:45 a.m., Upstairs Youth Room
Mon. 4/25 Pastor’s Day Off
Tue. 4/26 Church Council Meeting 7:00 p.m., Library
Thu. 4/28 Pastor Out of the Office in the afternoon
Quilting Bee 10:00 a.m.
Fri. 4/29

Distribution of May’s newsletter

Sun. 5/1

The Third Sunday of Easter
 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School 10:45 a.m., Upstairs Youth Room
 Church Spring Clean-Up 11:00 a.m.

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT BIBLE STUDY TODAY – Please join Pastor and others in the basement fellowship hall
after church today for Adult Bible class. Pastor will continue teaching on the book of Genesis.
This is a great opportunity to fill your week with God’s Word and to grow in knowledge and
faith! Adult Bible Class meets on Sundays at 10:45 a.m., after our Divine Service.
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY – Preschool through Elementary-age school kids
are welcome to join Mrs. Kaufman in the upstairs youth room (behind the choir loft) right after
the Divine Service for Sunday School today from 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. Kids will hear a different
Bible story each week; what a great way for them to learn about Jesus! And kids are certainly
welcome to bring friends and/or family with them also!
SEEKING ADDITIONAL GREETERS FOR SUNDAY MORNINGS – We are currently
seeking some additional greeters for Sunday mornings to help welcome those who attend our
Divine Service prior to their entering the sanctuary. Being a greeter is easy! You just arrive at
church 15-20 early, stand outside the sanctuary doors, and welcome each person with a hand
shake and/or or a smile while wishing them a “Good morning!” Greeters only greet once every 6
to 8 Sundays, so it isn’t a huge time commitment. If interested, please let Debbie LoCascio
know.

CAN YOU HELP WITH ST. MARK’S SPRING CLEAN-UP? Spring has sprung and so it’s
time to do some annual clean up and chores around our congregation next weekend. Many hands
will make light work! Can you help? The Clean-Up will take place on Sunday, May 1, directly
following the worship service. Just bring a change of clothing to church with you that morning
along with some work gloves and any tools you’d like to use, e.g. rake, shovel, etc. There will
also be indoor chores like washing the storm windows and installing them in the sanctuary,
washing the inside and outside of the remaining windows, cleaning out closets, and so on. We
look forward to working together to help beautify the Lord’s church and grounds here at St.
Mark’s!
MAY’S MEN’S BIBLE STUDY – Calling all men! You are invited and encouraged to attend
our Men’s Bible Study on Saturday, May 7 from 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. Bring your Bibles with you.
And bring a friend or two also! A free breakfast will be available during the event for those who
wish to partake of it. This is a wonderful opportunity to gather as men in Christ to enjoy the
scriptures and fellowship!
LWML ZONE MEETING – Calling all ladies of St. Mark’s! The Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League will be holding their Spring Rally here at St. Mark’s on Saturday, May 14 from 9:00
a.m. – Noon, and you are invited to attend! Additional details coming soon!
“EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS” WORKSHOP ON MAY 21 - God calls each of us to witness to
Christ in our daily lives, so others also might share in His salvation. But how do we do this in a
loving, respectful, and Biblically-faithful way, especially in a world that has fallen so far away
from the Truth of God? On Saturday, May 21, Pastor Vergin will be leading a workshop titled
“Every One His Witness” in which we will learn exactly that. Please consider attending! The
workshop will be held in St. Mark's Fellowship Hall and will last all day, from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00
p.m. (lunch will be provided). Cost to attend is $15 (no cost for those who have previously
attended). A sign-up sheet can be found on the back table in the sanctuary. Space is limited so
sign up now!
SEEKING HANDBELL RINGERS FOR ASCENSION THURSDAY – St. Mark’s will be
hosting a circuit-wide Ascension Thursday Divine Service here on Thursday, May 26 at 7:00
p.m. We are looking to put together a circuit-wide handbell choir to play a beautiful handbell
piece that evening titled “This Is My Father’s World.” We need 8 ringers total from within the 6
churches in our circuit. If you’d like to help ring handbells on May 26, please let Lexi Powell
know ASAP by emailing her at: Lexi.Michel@gmail.com. Practices will be on Wednesday
evenings from 6-7 p.m. starting April 27.
SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR LOBBY IDEA COMMITTEE – The Board of Properties is
seeking volunteers to be part of a temporary, short-term committee to investigate possible ideas
for a welcoming theme for our lobby, and hopefully be able to provide cost information to pass
on to our Church Council. If interested, please contact Jim O’Brien (248) 872-2922 or Trent
Johnson (260) 452-8573 ASAP.

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 2022! The Board of Elders is leading a reading program in
which we will be going through the entire Bible in the year 2022. We hope you will participate!
Yearly reading plans are available on the back table in the sanctuary.
The readings for Week 17 (April 24-Apr. 30) are:
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

24-Apr
25-Apr
26-Apr
27-Apr
28-Apr

2 Kings 17-18
2 Kings 19-21
2 Kings 22-23
2 Kings 24-25
1 Chronicles 1-2

29-Apr 1 Chronicles 3-4
30-Apr 1 Chronicles 5-6

NEXT BOTTLE/CAN DRIVE IS COMING UP – St. Mark’s Board of Human Care will be
sponsoring another Can/Bottle Drive here at church on Sunday, May 1. Proceeds will go toward
buying additional catechisms for the children at Ziah Town Lutheran School in Liberia, Africa.
If you have some cans or bottles sitting around your house or garage just taking up space, why
not donate them to St. Mark’s on May 1? See Karen Kaufman with any questions you might have
regarding this fundraiser.
SEEKING A VOLUNTEER TO BE LWML PRESIDENT AT ST. MARK’S - St. Mark’s
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) board is seeking someone to fill the role of
president. Our long-time member, Gail Hardy, had served as president for many years until she
went to be with Jesus a few months ago. We now need a woman from St. Mark’s to fill this
position. The LWML is the leading group for Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod’s women where
each woman is welcomed and encouraged to use her unique God-given gifts as she supports
global missions and serves the Lord with gladness. As Lutheran Women in Mission, these ladies
joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.
Some of the duties St. Mark’s LWML president would perform include being the liaison between
the LWML office in St. Louis, Missouri and St. Mark’s LWML board, attending a few LWML
Zone Rallies in our local area, overseeing some small mission fundraising events here in order to
help support the work of missionaries, and assist with St. Mark’s Quilting Group. Jennie Kaufman
is the current Treasurer of St. Mark’s LWML board. If you have any questions about the LWML,
or the duties of the LWML president, feel free to talk to Jennie for more information. We’d love
to find our new LWML president as soon as possible, so if you’d be interested, please let Pastor
Vergin ASAP.
WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries,
and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of
the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to
fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used
eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate
postage stamps, please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper around the stamp.

ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN IN WATERFORD TO HOST SPECIAL SPEAKER – St. Stephen
Lutheran Church located at 3795 Sashabaw Road in Waterford will be hosting the Rev. Bryan
Wolfmueller on Saturday, May 7 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (doors open at 8:30 a.m.). Rev.
Wolfmueller has written a book titled “Has American Christianity Failed?” and has also written
for Portals of Prayer, Lutheran Witness, Concordia Pulpit Resources and more! He is the senior
pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Austin, TX. The event is free, but seats are limited, so
registration is required by Tuesday, May 3. If registering, please indicate your intention for
ordering lunch (from 11:00 – 11:30 a.m.) and your sandwich choice (ham & cheese, roast beef,
or turkey) at a cost of $11. Payment for lunch may be made the day of the event. Time for
questions will be limited and so St. Stephen’s encourages participants to read Rev. Wolfmeuller’s
book ahead of time. Books are available at St. Stephen for $15 (call ahead to reserve your copy),
or can be ordered online at Christianbooks.com ($12.99 + shipping). Copies will also be for sale
on the day of the event. For questions or to register, contact St. Stephen at: (248) 673-6621 (ext.
100), or Email them at: office@ststephenwaterford.org.
KEITH ELEMENTARY “INVISIBLE DAD” LUNCH PROGRAM DONATIONS – Keith
Elementary’s Invisible Dad Lunch Program was started a few years ago by a dad of one of the
students so that if a child forgot to bring a lunch, or if their personal lunch fund balance was short,
the school could offer them a full lunch at no cost instead of the free, state-sponsored “tiny lunch”
that doesn’t contain enough food and isn’t the healthiest. St. Mark’s has placed our Invisible Dad
Lunch donation jar back on the table in the back of the sanctuary so that we can receive any extra
change you’d like to donate for next year’s lunch program at Keith. We hope you will participate
by donating any loose change you have!
TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We
continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center
in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where
you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy
families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you
can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated.
IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community
Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St. Mark’s so that our congregation
will receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of what
you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and we hope
you will be!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus
Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In order to
locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much!

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We
continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center
in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where
you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy
families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you
can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated.
ANNUAL LUTHERAN ADULT GATHERING – All are invited to attend the annual Lutheran
Adult Gathering at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island from October 14 – 16, 2022. The theme
for the gathering will be: “In His Presence: Throughout All Generations,” based on Psalm 90:1.
Nationally renowned speakers will encourage attendees to connect with the next generation of
believers with the unchanging message of the Gospel. Registration fee is $30 a person and
includes ferry service to and from the island and conference costs. Once you register, you will
receive a link to the hotel reservation system in your confirmation email. Single occupancy for
the weekend is $787.50; double occupancy is $464.50/person. To register, or for more
information, visit: michigandistrict.org/lag22. The registration deadline is August 15, 2022.
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