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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T 
 

Today we observe the Third Sunday after Epiphany. On this day, we consider the cleansing 

that we find in the blood of Christ. Indeed, our sins make us unclean in God’s sight, so that 

we deserve only eternal condemnation. However, Jesus shed His holy blood on the cross 

for us, and now God washes us with that blood in Baptism, promising that through faith 

we are clean in His sight. And so it is that we sinners are made worthy of everlasting life. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that 

your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 
 

 

 

 
  



In the absence of our pastor today, our service will be led by an elder, and it will follow the 

order printed in this worship folder. The service of Holy Communion will be omitted today.  

L = Lector 

C = Congregation 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, 

word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 

Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 

obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 

Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on 

His name He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His 

Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 



Stand 
Hymn of Invocation: 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 97:1, 10–12; antiphon: vv. 6, 9 
L The heavens proclaim his righteousness, 

  and all the peoples see his glory. 

C For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; 

  you are exalted far above all gods. 
 

L The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; 

  let the many coastlands be glad! 

C O you who love the LORD, hate evil! 

  He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers them from the hand of the  

  wicked. 
L Light is sown for the righteous, 

  and joy for the upright in heart. 

C Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, 

  and give thanks to his holy name! 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

L The heavens proclaim his righteousness, 

  and all the peoples see his glory. 

C For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; 

  you are exalted far above all gods. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 
L Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and 

stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  

 
 

  



Sit 
Old Testament Reading 2 Kings 5:1–15a 

 1Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his 

master and in high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was a 

mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. 2Now the Syrians on one of their raids had 

carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman’s 

wife. 3She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in 

Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 4So Naaman went in and told his lord, 

“Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of Israel.” 5And the king of Syria said, “Go 

now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” 

 So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten 

changes of clothes. 6And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When 

this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may 

cure him of his leprosy.” 7And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes 

and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a 

man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.” 

 8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he 

sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that 

he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9So Naaman came with his horses and 

chariots and stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 10And Elisha sent a messenger to him, 

saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you 

shall be clean.” 11But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that 

he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, 

and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, the 

rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be 

clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants came near and said to 

him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has 

he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14So he went down and dipped himself 

seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was 

restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

 15Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood 

before him. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



Gradual (spoken responsively) Psalm 102:15–16 
L Nations will fear the name of the LORD, 

  and all the kings of the earth will fear your glory. 

C For the LORD builds up Zion; 

  he appears in his glory. 

 
Epistle Romans 1:8–17 

 8First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 

proclaimed in all the world. 9For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the 

gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10always in my prayers, asking that 

somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11For I long to see 

you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12that is, that we 

may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 13I want you to 

know, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been 

prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of 

the Gentiles. 14I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise 

and to the foolish. 15So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness 

of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Alleluia 

 
 

  



Holy Gospel Matthew 8:1–13 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighth chapter. 

  

 
  

 1When [Jesus] came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 2And 

behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can 

make me clean.” 3And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be 

clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4And Jesus said to him, “See that you 

say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses 

commanded, for a proof to them.” 

 5When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 
6“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7And he said to him, “I 

will come and heal him.” 8But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you 

come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I too am 

a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and 

to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10When 

Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with 

no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11I tell you, many will come from east and west 

and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12while the 

sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for 

you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment. 

  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

  



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

  



Sit 
Hymn of the Day: 846 Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon – written by Pastor Vergin; read by elder, John Sidelinker 

 
Offering 

During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located at the end 

of your pew. 

 

  



Stand 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

L In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For the unbelievers of every land, that they may know the righteousness of the Most 

High and see His glory in Christ incarnate; and that all false gods would be 

abandoned, and Christ Jesus alone be worshiped and sought, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For the great Word of the prophets and apostles, that we may not despise it but gladly 

receive its wisdom and promises, doing as Christ commands; and for the work of all 

missionaries, who spread that Word abroad, especially Joe Boway, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L In thanksgiving for the gift of Holy Baptism, by which we are healed from sin’s 

corruption and saved by Christ’s power; that we would love His great Word and 

name, by which plain water becomes for us a life-giving stream; and that we would 

neither forget our Baptism, nor withhold its cleansing from our children, but treasure 

it as Christ’s trustworthy promise, and so arise daily to newborn life, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



  

L For our leaders, civil servants and soldiers, that they may serve with loyalty, 

honorable authority and uprightness; and that they, too, may share with us in faith and 

so be gathered to the eternal feast in His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For those in need, [especially _____________,] that Christ, who has stretched out His 

hand to give eternal salvation and can make us clean and heal every disease, would be 

pleased to relieve every sorrow, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

L Lord God, heavenly Father, do not throw us into the outer darkness of weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. Strengthen and preserve our faith in Christ Jesus, our only 

Mediator, by whom we also are welcomed to recline at table with Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob as true Israelites. When our last hour comes, welcome us as brothers and sisters 

of Christ, baptized into His name, and therefore as sons of Your kingdom by grace; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Lord’s Prayer (spoken together) Matthew 6:9–13 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 

L The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make His face shine upon us and be 

gracious unto us. The Lord lift up His countenance upon us and give us peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

  



Stand 
Closing Hymn: 528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 

 

 
 

5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

    Your God, ye fallen race. 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

    Be justified by grace. 

 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

    For ev’ry soul of man. 

 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

    The Church in earth and heav’n. 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sun. 1/23 The Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.  

 Adult Bible Class – cancelled due to Pastor being absent 

 Sunday School for Kids 10:45 a.m., Upstairs Youth Room  

 

Mon. 1/24 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

Tue. 1/25 Church Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

       

Wed. 1/26 Holy Communion Service (wear masks) 4:30 p.m. 

   

Thu. 1/27 Pastor out of the office in the afternoon 

 

Fri. 1/28 February newsletter distribution 

   

Sun. 1/30 The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.  

 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 Sunday School for Kids 10:45 a.m., Upstairs Youth Room  

  

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OUR EFFORTS TO HELP MITIGATE CORONAVIRUS – Here’s what you can expect for our 

Sunday morning Divine Services: 

1. Hand sanitizer and face masks will be available on the table in the entryway if you decide 

to use them.  

2. Those who wish may request a squirt of hand sanitizer from the usher before Holy 

Communion, and sanitizer will also be sitting on small tables in the side altar rooms for 

your use following Communion. 

3. The “Sharing of the Peace” has been temporarily suspended. 

Pastor’s sermons will still be posted on St. Mark’s Facebook page a day or two after each service. 

Thank you for your gracious cooperation and your flexibility! 

 

NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY TODAY – There will be NO Adult Bible Study this morning as 

Pastor Vergin will not be at church this morning. Please join him for Adult Bible Study in our 

basement Fellowship Hall next Sunday, January 30, from 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. 

 



CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY – Preschool through Elementary-age school kids 

are welcome to join Mrs. Kaufman in the upstairs youth room (behind the choir loft) right after 

the Divine Service for Sunday School. Sunday School from 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. Kids will hear a 

different Bible story each week; what a great way for them to learn about Jesus! And kids are 

certainly welcome to bring friends and/or family with them also! 

 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON COMMUNION SERVICES -  We rejoice that even in the midst 

of the current surge in COVID cases, many have continued to come to church and receive God's 

Word and Sacrament among His people. However, we also understand that among our brothers 

and sisters in Christ, there are special cases which prohibit attendance at the gathered assembly. 

Therefore, so that we might all be able to receive the strength of Christ in the Sacrament, we are 

now offering special midweek communion services. These services will take place weekly on 

Wednesday afternoons at 4:30 p.m. and are meant for those who are unable to attend, or are 

uncomfortable attending, the Divine Service on Sunday morning. The service will be brief (~15 

minutes) and those who attend will be asked to wear masks. This will be a temporary part of our 

worship schedule.  
 

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 2022! The Board of Elders is leading a reading program in 

which we will be going through the entire Bible in the year 2022. We hope you will participate! 

There's nothing more important for us than the Word of Christ, for His Word is "Spirit and Life" 

(John 6:63)!  

The readings for Week 4 (Jan 23-29) are:  

Sun 23-Jan Exodus 24-27 

Mon 24-Jan Exodus 28-30 

Tue 25-Jan Exodus 31-34 

Wed 26-Jan Exodus 35-37 

Thu 27-Jan Exodus 38-40 

Fri 28-Jan Leviticus 1-4 

Sat 29-Jan Leviticus 5-7 

 Yearly reading plans are available on the back table in the sanctuary. 

 

FUNDRAISING FOR LIBERIAN LUTHERAN SCHOOL SUPPLIES – Now that St. Mark’s 

has raised the $3,000 needed to install a well at the Liberian Lutheran School, we are now 

fundraising to purchase school supplies for the students there, as well as Catechism books. Our 

next Bottle and Can Drive is set for Sunday, February 6. We have copies of the list of requested 

school supplies on the bulletin board. Please take one for your reference. There are two bins 

located on the bottom of the book shelf in the stairs area where you can place any supplies. The 

supplies will be shipped to Joe Boway in March, so we ask that supplies be in by the first week 

of March. If you would like to purchase a Catechism to send, the books cost around $20 including 

shipping. Just place your check or cash for $20 into a green envelope (found in the pew racks), 

write “Joe Boway – Catechism” on the front, and place it into the offering plate by February 27. 

We will then place an order for the Catechism books in early March so that we’ll receive them 

by mid-March and can get them to Joe Boway. Thanks in advance for your help with this! 



FEBRUARY’S MEN’S BIBLE STUDY – All men are invited to join Pastor Vergin for Bible 

Study and a light breakfast here at church on Saturday, February 5 from 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. Feel 

free to bring a friend with you too! What a great way to gather of men of Christ to study God’s 

Word! We hope you’ll participate in this study each month! 

 

CELEBRATE CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION ON FEBRUARY 6 - On Sunday, February 

6, St. Mark’s will observe the Festival of Christ’s Transfiguration. On this day, we remember the 

account of how Jesus was transfigured on the mountain, shining out in glory before the eyes of 

Peter, James, and John. This affords us an opportunity to consider Jesus’ true identity as the 

glorious Son of God in the flesh, as well as our hope of glory in the age to come. At the end of 

our service on this day, we will be “burying” the Alleluia banner, removing the word from our 

services until we can say it with joy again on Easter Sunday. We hope you will join us! Also, 

after Transfiguration Sunday, we will enter into the season of Pre-Lent, where over three 

“Gesima” Sundays, we descend into that season of penitential preparation, which will begin on 

Ash Wednesday. 

 

HOME PLATE 2022 – Would you be interested in attending a Detroit Tigers’ baseball game with 

other Christians in metro Detroit? Would you enjoy hearing professional ball players talk about 

their faith and their athletic careers prior to the game? If so, you’re welcome to attend the Home 

Plate 2022 event at Comerica Park on Saturday, May 14, when the Detroit Tigers play the 

Baltimore Orioles! Our sister congregation, Christ Lutheran Church in Milford, invited us to go 

with members of their congregation. They normally order tickets for this event at the end of 

January. Tickets are usually around $35 each and include a Program Ticket (for the players 

speaking about their faith and careers before the game), a Game Ticket, and a $5 Food Voucher. 

The Program portion of this event starts at 12:30 p.m.; the Game starts at 4:10 p.m. If interested, 

please let Debbie LoCascio or Pastor Vergin know by January 30. 

 

WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries, 

and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of 

the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to 

fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used 

eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate 

postage stamps, please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper around the stamp. 

 

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We 

continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center 

in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where 

you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy 

families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you 

can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated. 
 

  



DON’T FORGET ABOUT OUR INVISIBLE DAD FUNDRAISER where you can donate your 

extra coins or cash into the jar on the rear table in the sanctuary in order to help provide lunches 

to underprivileged students at Keith Elementary School. We will continue to receive donations 

year round, and will deliver a check for the accumulated donations to Keith sometime during 

March of 2022. Thanks in advance for helping students in need in our community! 

 

ST. PAUL, PONTIAC SEEKING FOOD DONATIONS - The Food Pantry at St. Paul Lutheran 

Church in Pontiac is getting low on the items listed below.    
 

  1. Rice 

  2. Tuna 

  3. Green beans 

  4. Baked beans (we are set for pinto, black and kidney) 

  5. Soups 

  6. Spaghetti noodles 

  7. Other plain pastas 

  8. Canned fruits 

  9. Family sized bars of soap (Dollar stores have best deal on personals) 

10. Family sized toothpaste 

11. Deodorants 

12. Razors 

13. Hand sanitizers 

14. Diapers (newborn and size 5 and 6) we are set for other sizes 

15. Diaper wipes 

16. Family sized shampoo 

17. Laundry detergent 

18. Canned chicken and meat 

19. 1# packs of chicken or hamburger 

20. Dried or packages milk 
 

These items can be purchased either at a local store or on Amazon for delivery to St. Paul. Local 

store-bought donations should be dropped off at St. Paul, Pontiac. Their address is: 1133 Joslyn 

Ave., Pontiac, MI. 
 

 







 





 





SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING 
 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Aaron Vergin 
 

Acolyte TBD 

Altar Guild Barb Allen 

Elder on Duty John Sidelinker 

Greeter(s) Jennie & Karen Kaufman 

Offering Counters Mary Ann Lockwood & Jean Swainson 

Organist Rob Wheeler 

Percussionist David Drake 

Usher Trent Johnson 

Video Technician      Debbie Sidelinker 

 

 


