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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T 
 

On this day, we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord. Here, we remember with joy the birth 

of Jesus among us. He came to us long ago, born of a woman, that He might dwell among 

us as the Word made flesh and be our eternal Savior. Therefore, as the day of His birth 

dawns upon us this morning, the hope of God also dawns in our hearts and we sing our 

Christmas praises with joy, for God promises that all who believe in Jesus will live. 

 

If you are a VISITOR here, offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that your experience 

among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.  

 

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in 

which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the 

forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see 

the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which 

describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift. 
 

 

 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, 

as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, 

I humbly pray that You would open my heart 

to the preaching of Your Word so that I may 

repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my 

only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that receiving Holy 

Communion together is a sacred expression of Christian unity, which includes unity in 

doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:5). We also believe that if we receive this 

sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

 

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess with us 

the teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have 

not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a 

course of instruction with us. 

 

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the 

pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the 

altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may simply 

remain in your pew. 

 



 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Stand 
Opening Hymn with Cross Procession: 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

During the Cross Procession, the ancient and laudable custom is to bow your head in 

reverence to Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 

Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 
 

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

C and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

  Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

  His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

C The LORD has made known his salvation; 

  he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

C Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

  break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

C and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

  Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

  



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the 

flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 

 17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle 

was erected. 18Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and 

put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and 

put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He took the 

testimony and put it into the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat 

above on the ark. 21And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the 

screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses… 

 34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 

tabernacle. 35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud 

settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their 

journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel 

would set out. 37But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day 

that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire 

was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn Voluntary: Away in a Manger (LSB 365) Mandy & Evy Vergin  
  



Epistle Titus 3:4–7 
 4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, 

not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 

washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us 

richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might 

become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Gospel Procession 

Please stand and turn in the direction of the Processional Cross and the reader as they 

move into the center of the nave. The Gospel is read in the midst of the congregation to 

symbolize the risen Christ's abiding presence among us and to mark the high point of the 

Service of the Word. 

 
Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him 

was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but 

came to bear witness about the light. 

 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in 

the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He 

came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive 

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about 



him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 

me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace 

upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 

made him known. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Gospel Recession 

As the Gospel Procession returns to the chancel, the congregation repeats the “Alleluia” 

found on the previous page. 
 
  



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

  



Sit 
Hymn of the Day: 370 What Child Is This? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering  

Voluntary: Where Shepherds Lately Knelt (LSB 369) Mandy Vergin 
 

During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located at the 

end of your pew. 
 

 

 

 

  



Stand 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

Brief silence 

  

P For all who celebrate the birth of Christ, that the knowledge of the Savior’s 

appearing would cause them to lift up their voices and sing for joy, now and 

throughout the whole year, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who proclaim peace and bring the good news of Christ, that they would 

be kept faithful to declare His reign; and for all missionaries at home and abroad, 

that all the ends of the earth may see His salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For boldness to tell the joyous message of our Savior alongside Mary, Joseph and 

the shepherds, that the Holy Spirit may work the miracle of faith as He wills, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For all who administer and judge our laws in this land and for all citizens, that 

authority would be rightly honored and that we would be preserved from 

unrighteousness, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those who suffer sickness in mind or body, for the homebound and for all who 

ask our prayers [especially ____________], that God would grant them healing, 

peace, patience and faith that endures, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all communicants, that we may receive the great love of God in faith; and that 

we may bow our hearts before Him with all those in heaven and on earth who 

adore Him, receiving His forgiveness and life with repentance and joy, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P In thanksgiving for the believers who have gone before us, especially those who 

have been with us during Christmases past and now live with Christ, that we may 

be confident in His promise of resurrection and eternal life and at last join them in 

His presence when His kingdom comes, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of Your Son, the Word become flesh, the Savior of 

the nations, Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever 

one God. 

C Amen. 
  

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 

 

 
  

 



 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 

revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may 

know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore, with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Lord’s Prayer (spoken together) Matthew 6:9–13 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

  



Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
Distribution 

Visitors – Please see the note on the inside front cover of this service folder regarding our 

Holy Communion policy. 

 

 

Distribution Voluntary: Lexi Powell, Organ 

 
 

  



Distribution Hymn: 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, 

Salisbury, alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

 

 
  



Distribution Hymn: 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt. 

Text and tune: Polish 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

 
  



Stand 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 



Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

The Benediction marks the end of the Divine Service. Following the Announcements, the 

congregation will sing the Closing Hymn below and depart in joy. 
  



Closing Hymn w/Cross Recession: 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
At the final stanza, please stand for the Cross Recession. Here, you are encouraged to bow 

your head in reverence to Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; 

(st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sun. 12/25 Christmas Day Divine Service at 10:00 a.m. 

  Divine Service 9:30 a.m.  

 

 Mon. 12/26 Pastor Out of the Office 

 Debbie Out of the Office 

 

Tue. 12/27 Pastor Out of the Office 

 Debbie Out of the Office 

 

Wed. 12/28 Pastor Out of the Office 

 Debbie Out of the Office 

 NO Wednesday Nights in Christ 

         

Thu. 12/29 Pastor Out of the Office 

 

Fri. 12/30 Pastor Out of the Office 

 

Sat. 12/31 New Year’s Eve 

  

Sun. 1/1 The Circumcision and Name of Jesus 

  Divine Service 9:30 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

JOIN US IN READING THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 2023! For us Christians, there is no greater 

joy than meditating on the Holy Scriptures, for there God proclaims to us the Truth of Christ, so 

that in Him we might have life! With this in mind, the Board of Elders invites you to join us in 

reading through the entire Bible in 2023. The reading schedule for 2023 is laid out differently 

than the schedule for 2022. If you are interested in going through the Bible in 2023, and would 

like a copy of the reading schedule, please see Pastor Vergin. 
 

NO QUILTING BEE FOR DECEMBER OR JANUARY – St. Mark’s Quilting Bee will not be 

meeting in December or January. This group will resume meeting on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall starting in February. 
 

 



UPCOMING JANUARY EVENTS: 

  1  The Circumcision and Name of Jesus Divine Service on New Year’s Day 

  7  Men’s Bible Study 9 a.m.. – 10:30 a.m. 

      Undecorate St. Mark’s 10 a.m. 

  8  The Epiphany of our Lord Divine Service (observed) 

15  Installation of Church Servants for 2023 

29  The Transfiguration of our Lord Divine Service 

 

BOTTLE AND CAN DRIVE FOR ZIAH TOWN LUTHERAN SCHOOL - If you would like to 

donate your returnable cans and bottles, the Board of Human Care will now be accepting them 

EVERY week!  Just bring your bag to church and an usher will let you know where you can set 

them. A member of the Human Care Board will collect them and make the return. All money will 

then go into the fund for the Ziah Town Liberian school to be used for catechisms and/or school 

supplies. You may also make donations at any time by either putting your check/cash in a green 

envelope and writing Liberian School on the front (checks made payable to St. Mark’s), or 

visiting the St. Mark’s website, clicking on the online giving button and selecting the fund titled 

Joe Boway/Liberian School. Thank you for your continued support of this important ministry! 
 

WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries, 

and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of 

the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to 

fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used 

eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate 

postage stamps, please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper around the stamp. 

 

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We 

continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center 

in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where 

you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy 

families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you 

can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated. 
 

KEITH ELEMENTARY “INVISIBLE DAD” LUNCH PROGRAM DONATIONS – Keith 

Elementary’s Invisible Dad Lunch Program was started a few years ago by a dad of one of the 

students so that if a child forgot to bring a lunch, or if their personal lunch fund balance was short, 

the school could offer them a full lunch at no cost instead of the free, state-sponsored “tiny lunch” 

that doesn’t contain enough food and isn’t the healthiest. St. Mark’s has placed our Invisible Dad 

Lunch donation jar back on the table in the back of the sanctuary so that we can receive any extra 

change you’d like to donate for next year’s lunch program at Keith. Thanks in advance! 

 

  



IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community 

Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St. Mark’s so that our congregation 

will receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of what 

you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and we hope 

you will be!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus 

Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In order to 

locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much! 
 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards


 





SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING 
 

 

 

Presiding Minister Rev. Aaron Vergin 

  

Altar Guild Duty Julie Kosmalski/Jennie Kaufman 

Elder on Duty Tom LoCascio 

Greeters Mary Lockwood 

Offering Counters John & Debbie Sidelinker 

Usher Darryl Swainson 

Video Technician Karen Kaufman 

 

 

INSTRUMENTALISTS 

Chris Gerard – Trumpeter 

Lexi Powell – Organ 

Mandy Vergin – Guitar 

Rob Wheeler – Organ 

 

 

VOCALISTS 

Evy Vergin 

Mandy Vergin 


