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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T
Today we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus from the dead. By His sacrificial
death on the cross, He paid the price for the sins of the whole world. And then by rising
to life again, He conquered the grave and opened the way of eternal life to all who
believe. Today, we celebrate together this moment of God’s triumph with the highest joy,
knowing that through faith we will share in His victory and will live with Him forever.
If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that
your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.
Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in
which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see
the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which
describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter,
as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth,
I humbly pray that You would open my heart
to the preaching of Your Word so that I may
repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my
only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.
Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that when we
receive Holy Communion together, we are publicly declaring both our unity in Christ and
our agreement in doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10). We also believe that if we
receive this sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30).
Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess the
teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have
not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a
course of instruction with us.
If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the
pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the
altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may remain in
your pew.

Prelude
Easter Proclamation by John A. Behnke

Choir, Handbells, Keyboard

Stand
Paschal Greeting
(A joyous exchange between Pastor and congregation celebrating Christ's Pascha, or
Passover, from death to life.)
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Announcements/Welcome

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Stand
Opening Hymn with Cross Procession: 457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
Instrumentalist: Joanne Wisti, Violin
During the Cross Procession, the ancient and laudable custom is to bow your head in
reverence to Christ our King as the processional cross passes by your pew.
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Service of the Word
Introit (spoken responsively)
Ps. 8:1, 5–6, 9; antiphon: Luke 24:5b–6b
P He is risen! Alleluia!
Why do you seek the living among the dead? Alleluia!
C Remember how he told you, Alleluia,
that the Son of Man must be crucified and on the third day rise. Alleluia!
P
C
P
C

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet.
O LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P
C
Kyrie

He is risen! Alleluia!
Why do you seek the living among the dead? Alleluia!
Remember how he told you, Alleluia,
that the Son of Man must be crucified and on the third day rise. Alleluia!

Hymn of Praise - This Is the Feast

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray. Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You
have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin
by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading
6
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7
And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
8
He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
9
It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
This is the LORD; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 25:6-9

Gradual (spoken responsively)
P This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
C Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Psalm 18:24, 1

Epistle

1 Corinthians 15:1–11
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received, in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the
word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
3
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom
are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the
apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least
of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
10
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God
that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
1

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Procession
Please stand and turn in the direction of the Processional Cross and the reader as they
move into the center of the nave. The Gospel is read in the midst of the congregation to
symbolize the risen Christ's abiding presence among us and to mark the high point of the
Service of the Word.
Alleluia

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.

John 20:1–18

1

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them,
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
him.” 3So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb.
4
Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go
in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the
linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand
the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples went back to their
homes.
11
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into
the tomb. 12And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain,
one at the head and one at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”
She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have
laid him.” 14Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not
know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are
you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus
said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the
Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Gospel Recession
As the Gospel Procession returns to the chancel, the congregation repeats the “Alleluia”
found on the previous page.

Sit
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day: 482 This Joyful Eastertide
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Sermon

Stand
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.
Brief silence
Lord God, heavenly Father, on this glorious day fill all Your people with holy joy. For
Your Son is risen from the dead, and in Him we have eternal hope. Lord, in Your mercy:
C hear our prayer.

P Heavenly Father, let Your grace be with us this morning as we receive again the joyous
message of Jesus’ resurrection. Help us, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, to believe this
message. And keep us in this faith until we too are raised and at last enter into His joy
forever. Lord, in Your mercy:
C hear our prayer.
P O Lord, we pray that you would bless Joseph, our president, and all those in authority, that
peace and justice may be established in our land. Guard also our armed forces as they
stand watch for us at home and abroad. And grant Your protection to the people of
Ukraine. Bring an end to war, and establish peace in every place. Lord, in Your mercy:
C hear our prayer.
P Dear Father, grant boldness and strength to all Christians facing persecution for the sake
of Jesus’ name. Keep them strong in the face of trial and grant to them the crown of life.
Lord, in Your mercy:
C hear our prayer.
P Have mercy, O Lord, upon the sick and needy [especially __________]. Give them
strength to faithfully endure the trials of this life and, in Your loving mercy, deliver them
quickly. Lord, in Your mercy:
C hear our prayer.
P We ask also that You would secure us in hope as we share in Your Son’s great victory
feast, eating and drinking His body and blood at this altar. Help us to do this in faith that
we might receive forgiveness of our sins and strength for the road ahead, until all our
hopes are fulfilled in Him. Lord, in Your mercy:
C hear our prayer.
P Comfort, we pray, those who mourn, that in the midst of their grief they might abide in the
hope of Jesus’ resurrection. Uphold them in faith always, as they await the day when we
will be reunited with those who have gone before us in faith and will at last see our risen
Lord face-to-face. Lord, in Your mercy:
C hear our prayer.
P Rejoicing this morning with the whole company of heaven, we lay these prayers before
You, dear Father, trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
Offering
During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your
pew.

Stand
Offertory

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore, with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Sit
Distribution
Visitors – Please see the note on the inside front of this service folder regarding our Holy
Communion policy.
Distribution Hymn: 465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds Rob Wheeler, Organ

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763
Tune: Public domain

Distribution Voluntary
Duet: Lexi Powell (clarinet), Rob Wheeler (keyboard)
Meditation by Cécile Chaminade, transcribed & edited by Charles Callahan, ASCAP
Distribution Hymn: 463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia Lexi Powell, Organ

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, alt.
Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781–1821
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
Post-Communion Canticle - Thank the Lord

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

Closing Hymn w/Cross Recession: 466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
Instrumentalist: Joanne Wisti, Violin
During the Cross Recession, you are encouraged to bow your head in reverence to Christ
our King as the recessional cross passes by your pew.
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