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Divine Service, Setting I

T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T
Today we observe the Sixth Sunday of Easter. On this day, we remember how our Lord,
having risen from the dead, now summons us to pray. Although we live in a hostile world,
we know that Christ has overcome the world, and that He desires all to be saved and come
to a knowledge of the truth. Therefore, we pray with confidence, remembering that our
Father loves us and that He rejoices to give us the good things for which we ask.
If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that
your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.
Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in
which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see
the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which
describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter,
as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth,
I humbly pray that You would open my heart
to the preaching of Your Word so that I may
repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my
only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.
Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that when we receive
Holy Communion together, we are publicly declaring both our unity in Christ and our
agreement in doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10). We also believe that if we receive
this sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30).
Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess the
teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have
not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a
course of instruction with us.
If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the
pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the
altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may remain in
your pew.

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Stand
Hymn of Invocation: 477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110002763
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85; (st. 2): rev. The Jubilate Group
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867

Service of the Word
Introit (spoken responsively)

Psalm 66:1–2a, 17, 19–20; antiphon: Isaiah 48:20b

P

[With a voice of singing,] declare this with a shout of joy to the end of the earth. Alleluia.
The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob! Alleluia.

P

Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
sing the glory of his name.
I cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on my tongue.
But truly God has listened;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
Blessèd be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me!

C
P
C

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P
Kyrie

[With a voice of singing,] declare this with a shout of joy to the end of the earth. Alleluia.
The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob! Alleluia.
Mark 10:47

This Is the Feast

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9

P Let us pray.
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think
those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading
Numbers 21:4–9
4
From Mount Hor [the people of Israel] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”
6
Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that
many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned,
for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to
Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he
sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent
bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Verse (spoken responsively)
Liturgical Text; John 16:28
During the Sundays of Easter, the Gradual is omitted and the Verse is expanded.
P Alleluia. Christ, who has redeemed us with his blood,
is risen and has appeared unto us. Alleluia.
C I came from the Father and have come into the world,
and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father. Alleluia.
Epistle

1 Timothy 2:1–6
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony
given at the proper time.
1

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.

John 6:68

John 16:23–33

[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you,
whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24Until now you have
asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.
25
“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will
no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26In
that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on
your behalf; 27for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have
believed that I came from God. 28I came from the Father and have come into the world,
and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.”
29
His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative
speech! 30Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question
you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” 31Jesus answered them, “Do you
now believe? 32Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be
scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the
Father is with me. 33I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
23

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
Children's Message
Hymn of the Day: 773 Hear Us, Father, When We Pray

Text: © Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763
Tune: Public domain
Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen

Sermon

Stand
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all who pray, that we may believe God’s promises that what we ask we shall
receive, knowing that, in Jesus’ name, our prayers are pleasing to our heavenly
Father, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For the Church; for all pastors and church workers; for all Lutheran schools,
especially Ziah Town Lutheran School in Liberia; for zeal for the house of God; and
for peace in our hearts and in our days, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the home, that God would soften all hearts, turning parents and children toward
each other in love and patience; and that He would banish the spirit of impudence,
stubbornness and rebellion from all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all civil authorities and servants in high positions, that God would give them the
saving knowledge of Christ Jesus, our Mediator, whose death is the ransom for all;
and that God would work through them, that we may lead peaceful and quiet lives,
godly and dignified in every way, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For healing to the sick, grieving and dying, [especially _____________,] that by the
merciful aid and gracious will of the compassionate God they may be upheld in their
time of affliction, defended and guarded by His mighty protection, and granted
healing according to His will, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For our Vacation Bible School program, that the Lord would provide all the necessary
resources and gather many families to hear the good news of Christ; and that God
would likewise bless the programs of all our sister congregations, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P Heavenly Father, You have attended to the voice of our prayers, for You have
commanded us to pray and have promised to hear us. Let Your mercy comfort and
sustain us in prayer, that we may heartily and fervently pray to You at all times and in
all places, not doubting but trusting in Your promise; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
Sit
Offering
During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your
pew.

Stand
Offertory

Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore, with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the allavailing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 6:9–13

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

John 20:19

John 1:29

Sit
Distribution
Visitors – Please see the note on the inside front of this service folder regarding our Holy
Communion policy.

Distribution Hymn: 686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Text and tune: Public domain
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg

Distribution Hymn: 563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness

5 When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.
Text and tune: Public domain
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93

Stand
Thank the Lord

[Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10]

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Benediction

Numbers 6:24–26

Closing Hymn: 668 Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You

Text and tune: Public domain
Text: Wilhelm Erasmus Arends, 1677–1721; tr. John M. Sloan, 1835–after 1890, alt.
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR
Sun. 5/22 The Sixth Sunday of Easter
 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School 10:45 a.m., Upstairs Youth Room
 Adult Bible Study 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Mon. 5/23 Pastor’s Day Off
Thu. 5/26 Quilting Bee 10:00 a.m.
Pastor out of the office in the afternoon
Potluck 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
The Ascension of our Lord Divine Service 7:00 p.m.
Fri. 5/27

Distribution of June’s Newsletter

Sat. 5/28

Men’s Bible Study 9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Board of Family & Youth Meeting 10:00 a.m.

Sun. 5/29 The Seventh Sunday of Easter
 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School 10:45 a.m., Upstairs Youth Room
 Adult Bible Study 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT BIBLE CLASS – During the month of May, we will be continuing our study of the book
of Genesis in our Adult Bible Class! The book of Genesis is the first book of the Bible, and it
tells the story of God’s salvation from the very beginning. It starts with the creation of the world
and the fall into sin, and from there it traces the promise of the Savior from generation to
generation, beginning with Adam and culminating with Jacob’s twelve children. It includes the
account of Noah and the Flood, the Tower of Babel, the Call of Abraham, and Joseph’s rise in
Egypt. At every place it proclaims the steadfast love of God and His faithfulness in redeeming
mankind from the guilt of our sin. We hope you will join us for this study! This is a great
opportunity to fill your week with God’s Word and to grow in knowledge and faith! Adult Bible
Class meets in the Fellowship Hall on Sundays at 10:45 a.m., after our Divine Service.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY – Preschool through Elementary-age school kids
are welcome to join Mrs. Kaufman in the upstairs youth room (behind the choir loft) right after
the Divine Service for Sunday School today from 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. Kids will hear a different
Bible story each week; what a great way for them to learn about Jesus! And kids are certainly
welcome to bring friends and/or family with them also!
ALL-CIRCUIT ASCENSION DIVINE SERVICE & POTLUCK THIS THURSDAY – St.
Mark’s will be hosting a circuit-wide Ascension Thursday Divine Service here this Thursday,
May 26 at 7:00 p.m. The service will include special music also. Prior to the service, there will
be a potluck dinner from 5:30 – 6:30. We are the only LCMS congregation out of the six churches
in our circuit to regularly hold Ascension Thursday services, so we thought it would be nice to
invite our nearby sister LCMS congregations to worship with us. Please attend if you are able!
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY – Calling all men! You are invited and encouraged to attend our Men’s
Bible Study this Saturday, May 28 from 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. Bring your Bibles with you. And
bring a friend or two also! A free breakfast will be available during the event for those who wish
to partake of it. This is a wonderful opportunity to gather as men in Christ to enjoy the scriptures
and fellowship!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL NEWS - St. Mark’s Vacation Bible School will take place here
from July 18 – 22 (9:00 a.m. until Noon) and preparations have already begun! Last year, we had
62 kids attend VBS! Below are some additional details for this year.
 Each Sunday from now through July 17, we will be receiving a free-will door offering to
help offset VBS expenses
 Each Sunday, we will be praying for our VBS program
 A sign-up sheet for volunteers is now located on the table in the back of the sanctuary
 Registration for students is now open on our website at: https://www.myvbs.org/stmarkwb/
READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 2022! The Board of Elders is leading a reading program in
which we will be going through the entire Bible in the year 2022. We hope you will participate!
Yearly reading plans are available on the back table in the sanctuary.
The readings for Week 21 (May 22-May 28) are:
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

22-May
23-May
24-May
25-May
26-May

Nehemiah 4-7
Nehemiah 8-10
Nehemiah 11-13
Esther 1-5
Esther 6-10

27-May Job 1-4
28-May Job 5-8

SEMI-ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING ON JUNE 5 – We invite all members ages 18+ to attend
St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, June 5, following the Divine Service, in
the fellowship hall. The agenda will include financial and attendance updates and more. Please
make plans now to attend!

MAKE A DONATION TO OUR ALTAR FLOWER FUND IN HONOR OR MEMORY OF
YOUR DAD – Fathers’ Day falls on June 19 this year and to help celebrate it, all dads who attend
church that day will receive a “sweet treat” in honor of their role as a dad. You may also choose
to help support St. Mark’s Altar Flower Fund by giving a donation in memory, or in honor, of
your dad (see today’s pink insert for more information). The names of these dads will then be
included in the Fathers’ Day worship bulletin on June 19. Donations must be received no later
than June 12.
SEEKING A VOLUNTEER TO BE LWML PRESIDENT AT ST. MARK’S - St. Mark’s
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) board is seeking someone to fill the role of
president. The LWML is the leading group for Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod’s women where
each woman is welcomed and encouraged to use her unique God-given gifts as she supports
global missions and serves the Lord with gladness. As Lutheran Women in Mission, these ladies
joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.
Some of the duties St. Mark’s LWML president would perform include being the liaison between
the LWML office in St. Louis, Missouri and St. Mark’s LWML board, attending a few LWML
Zone Rallies in our local area, overseeing some small mission fundraising events here in order to
help support the work of missionaries, and assist with St. Mark’s Quilting Group. Jennie Kaufman
is the current Treasurer of St. Mark’s LWML board. If you have any questions about the LWML,
or the duties of the LWML president, feel free to talk to Jennie for more information. We’d love
to find our new LWML president as soon as possible, so if you’d be interested, please let Pastor
Vergin ASAP.
KEITH ELEMENTARY “INVISIBLE DAD” LUNCH PROGRAM DONATIONS – Keith
Elementary’s Invisible Dad Lunch Program was started a few years ago by a dad of one of the
students so that if a child forgot to bring a lunch, or if their personal lunch fund balance was short,
the school could offer them a full lunch at no cost instead of the free, state-sponsored “tiny lunch”
that doesn’t contain enough food and isn’t the healthiest. St. Mark’s has placed our Invisible Dad
Lunch donation jar back on the table in the back of the sanctuary so that we can receive any extra
change you’d like to donate for next year’s lunch program at Keith. We hope you will participate
by donating any loose change you have!
WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries,
and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of
the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to
fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used
eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate
postage stamps, please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper around the stamp.

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We
continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center
in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where
you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy
families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you
can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated.
IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community
Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St. Mark’s so that our congregation
will receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of what
you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and we hope
you will be!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus
Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In order to
locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much!
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Presiding Minister

Pastor Aaron Vergin

Altar Guild
Elder on Duty
Greeter(s)
Offering Counters
Organist
Usher
Video Technician

Debbie Sidelinker
John Sidelinker
Sue Ingram & Judy Schassberger
Nancy Salo & Carolynn Taylor
Rob Wheeler
Matt Maier
Debbie Sidelinker

