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I« Welcome in the name of Jesus!

Today we observe the First Sunday after Christmas. On this day, while the world around
us has largely moved on, the Church continues her celebration of Christmas. Specifically,
we remember today how, shortly after His birth, our Lord was presented to God at the
Temple, where both Simeon and Anna would meet Him and joyously prophesy about Him.
So too, we rejoice at His coming, knowing that in Him we have redemption.

If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that
your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.

Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in
which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see
the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which
describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter,
as | come to worship You in spirit and in truth,
I humbly pray that You would open my heart
to the preaching of Your Word so that | may
repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my
only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.
Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that when we receive
Holy Communion together, we are publicly declaring both our unity in Christ and our
agreement in doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10). We also believe that if we receive
this sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30).

Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess the
teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have
not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a
course of instruction with us.

If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the
pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the
altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may remain in
your pew.




Confession and Absolution

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P | said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Stand

Hymn of Invocation: 359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem hath
21 - sa - iah ’twas fore - told it The rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der With sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - 1or, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of  Jes -se’s lin-eage com -ing As proph-ets long have
mind; With Mar -y we be-hold it, The vir-gin moth - er
air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-
woe; 0] Sav - ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - 'ret  bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She bore to
where. True man, yet ver -y God, From sin and
know: Bring us at length we pray To the bright
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cold of  win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior, When half - spent was the night.
death He saves wus And light - ens ev - ry load.
courts of  heav - en, And to the end - less day.

Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3):
Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808-59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845-1925; (st. 4): tr. John C.
Mattes, 1876-1948
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Kdln
Text and tune: Public domain



Service of the Word

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 93:1, 3-4; antiphon: w. 5, 2
(P} Your decrees are very trustworthy;
holiness befits your house, O LORD, forevermore.
Your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting.

P} The Lorp reigns; he is robed in majesty;
the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his belt.
Yes, the world is established;
it shall never be moved.
P} The floods have lifted up, O LoRb, the floods have lifted up their voice;
the floods lift up their roaring.
Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves of the sea,
the LoRD on high is mighty!

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P} Your decrees are very trustworthy;

holiness befits your house, O LORD, forevermore.
Your throne is established from of old;

you are from everlasting.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis

Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus  Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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f)

P A

(> 7 e z =

bu T O S O
art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.




Salutation and Collect of the Day
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy Spir - it.

(P} Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant
that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-16

!Now when the king lived in his house and the LorD had given him rest from all
his surrounding enemies, %the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king,
“Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, >“Go and tell my
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? °I have
not lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this
day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. “In all places where |
have moved with all the people of Israel, did | speak a word with any of the judges of
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not
built me a house of cedar?”” 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David,
“Thus says the LORD of hosts, | took you from the pasture, from following the sheep,
that you should be prince over my people Israel. °And | have been with you wherever
you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you
a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. °And I will appoint a place
for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place
and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly,
1from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest
from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make
you a house. **When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and | will establish
his kingdom. *3He shall build a house for my name, and | will establish the throne of



his kingdom forever. *I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he
commits iniquity, | will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the
sons of men, °but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as | took it from Saul,
whom I put away from before you. **And your house and your kingdom shall be made
sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.””

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual (spoken responsively) Psalm 45:2a, 1b
P) You are the most handsome of the sons of men;
grace is poured upon your lips.
I address my verses to the king;
my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe.

Epistle Galatians 4:1-7
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is

the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his
father. 3In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the
elementary principles of the world. “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, °to redeem those who were under the
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:33-40

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

3And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 3*And Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and



rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed **(and a sword will pierce through
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

%And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she
was a virgin, *’and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. ¥And coming up at that very
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “°And the child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -« of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Hymn of the Day: 366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Stll through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toill a-long a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and slow:

When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look wup, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
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The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-76, alt.
Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Offering
During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your
pew.



Offertory Psalm 51:10-12
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Stand
Prayer of the Church
(P) Eternal Lord God, in the fullness of time, You sent forth Your Son, born of a
woman, born under the Law, to redeem us and give us the adoption as Your sons
and heirs. Hear us, Father, as we call to You in His name. Give us grace to rejoice
in Christ’s blessed incarnation, and grant us a glad new year. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P} Lead Your Church, Lord, to follow the example of blessed Simeon, that all
baptized Christians would embrace the Christ Child by Word and faith, and so be
ready to depart whenever they are called. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

[P} Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood on earth is named, bless Christian
families with Your promises. Give parents diligence and delight in their work, and
grant Your favor on all children, that they may grow in strength and wisdom.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P) O worthy Judge, give wisdom to those who make, administer and judge our laws,
that they may serve faithfully in their tasks, according to Your good pleasure and
for the benefit of Your people. Lord, in Your mercy,



hear our prayer.

P} Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our prayers
[including 1. Surround them with Your love in Christ and,
according to Your gracious will, heal them. Comfort those who mourn, [especially

,] and fill their hearts with the certain hope of the resurrection.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Father of lasting peace, show Your mercy to those who receive the Lord’s Supper
this day, that they would behold their salvation in the very body and blood of
Christ given for them and, with St. Simeon, be well-prepared to depart in peace
according to Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Lord God, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of Your
dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Praising His victorious resurrection from
the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands
for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve
us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P} Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore, with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Lord’s Prayer (spoken together) Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24: Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

P’ Al

%QQ—“‘—‘Q—‘?

@ The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

NS
T

O

A - men.



Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Sit
Distribution

Visitors — Please see the note on the inside, front cover of this service folder regarding our
Holy Communion policy.



Distribution Hymn: 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo -ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in  the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your <con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er  vi - sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
AS Al cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857,
Salisbury, alt.

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79

Text and tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn: 376 Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Once in roy - al Da - wvid’s cit -y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who is
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
ox - en stand - ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y
sta - ble, And His cra - dle was a stall;  With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
heav -en, Set at God’s right hand on high.  Then like
#@h ——* e e e e e —
:j/ ! A r r o — i | | |P 2 [ i\ o1
was that moth-er  mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our  sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren on To  the place where He is  gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All  in white, His praise will sound!

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76
Text and tune: Public domain



Luke 2:29-32
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Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1
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P Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.



Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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(P) The Lord  bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to Yyou.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Closing Hymn: 383 A Great and Mighty Wonder
f) ‘
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1 A great and might-y won - der, A full and ho - ly cure:
2 The Word be-comes in - car - nate And  yet re-mains on high,
3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch, Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
4 Since all He comes to ran - som, By all be He a-dored,
5 All i - dols then shall per - ish And Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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The vir - gin bears the in - fant With vir - gin hon - or pure!
And cher - u - bim sing an - thems To shep-herds from the sky.
Re - joice, O vales and moun - tains, And o - ceans, clap your hands.
The in - fant born in Beth - I’'em, The Sav - ior and the Lord.
And Christ shall raise His scep - ter, De -cree - ing end -less peace.
Refrain
i | I j . o
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Pro - claim the  Sav - ior’s birth: “To God on high be
f . .
A i i i i | i
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glo - ry And peace to all the earth!”

Text: Germanus, c. 634-c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Kdéln
Text and tune: Public domain
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR

Sun. 12/31 The First Sunday after Christmas
Pastor Terry Nelson presiding
e The Divine Service 9:30 a.m.

Mon. 1/1  New Year’s Day (church office closed)
Tue. 1/2 Board of Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m., Library

Sat. 1/6 Undecorate St. Mark’s 10:00 a.m.
The Epiphany of Our Lord worship service at Christ Lutheran, Milford at
7:00 p.m.

Sun. 1/7 The Epiphany of Our Lord (obs.)
Pastor Rod Zwonitzer presiding
e The Divine Service 9:30 a.m.

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — All are welcome to join Pastor Nelson in the Fellowship Hall right
after worship this morning for the Adult Bible Class. Start your week off right by delving deeper
into God’s Word and attending this educational class!

WE ARE SEEKING A CHURCH SECRETARY - Our long-time Office Manager, Debbie
LoCascio, will be retiring in mid-March of 2024. We are currently seeking to hire a part-time
secretary to replace her and handle the “secretarial” portion of her duties. This will include sorting
mail, answering the phones, creating publications (weekly bulletins, monthly newsletters) and
other miscellaneous items. Training for the position will take place part-time (days/times are
flexible) between now and mid-March. Debbie is currently working to pare down her Office
Manager duties so that the future position can be part-time. If you’re interested, or know anyone
who might be interested, please talk to either Trent Johnson or John Reardon.



2024 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES ARE READY FOR PICK-UP — If you normally use a
box of contribution envelopes throughout the year, the 2024 boxes are sitting on a table at the
back of the sanctuary and your box is ready to go home with you. If you would rather use our free
automated offering withdrawal program called “Kindrid,” you can visit www .kindridgiving.com
to sign up for it. Be sure to use your envelopes, or include your envelope number, for all donations
you give in 2024 so that your offering statement will be correct.

COMBINED EPIPHANY WORSHIP SERVICE ON JANUARY 6 — In celebration of our Lord’s
Epiphany, the Kensington Circuit of the Michigan District of the Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod invites one and all to attend our circuit Epiphany worship service on Saturday, January
6, 2024, at Christ Lutheran Church in Milford at 7:00 p.m. There we will celebrate the revelation
of Jesus to the nations! The Reverend Dr. David Davis, Michigan District President, will serve as
the preacher for the service. A freewill offering will be taken to support Lutheran Bible
Translators. Please place this event on your calendars now as it’ll be something you won’t want
to miss!

NEED VOLUNTEERS TO UNDECORATE ST. MARK’S — We’re seeking volunteers to help
take down St. Mark’s church decorations on Saturday, January 6 starting at 10:00 a.m. Can we
count on you to help? Many hands make for light work!

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY/INSTALLATION OF 2024 CHURCH SERVANTS — On
Sunday, January 21 during the Divine Service, two things will be occurring at St. Mark’s. First,
we will be celebrating the Transfiguration of Our Lord where Jesus appeared with Moses and
Elijah at his glorious transfiguration. This allowed three of Jesus’ disciples to see him in all his
glory, not just as a man, but as God’s own son. Second, we will be installing our 2024 church
servants into their positions. We ask that all those who will be serving St. Mark’s in any and all
positions including officers, board members, musicians, non-elected positions, etc. attend church
on this morning, if possible!

QUILTING BEE ON HAITUS — St. Mark’s Quilting Bee group continues to be on hiatus during
the month of January. They will resume meeting, and sewing, on February 1. Anyone who would
like to learn how to quilt, or if you already know how to quilt and would like to join this fun
group, just show up on Thursday, February 1 at 10:00 a.m.!

GREETING CARD DONATIONS NEEDED - St. Mark’s Board of Human Care has a Greeting
Card Ministry that they would like to expand! This past year they have taken 5 batches of cards
to MediLodge in Milford, where their staff give them to their residents who they feel can benefit
from a friendly greeting. If you have any cards, either blank inside, Christmas, Easter, Valentine,
4th of July, etc... and especially general “thinking of you” type, and would like to donate them,
there is now a box on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where you can put
them. Also, any stickers or cut outs that can be used to decorate blank cards would be very useful.
These cards can be secular or religious. And if you would be interested in helping make cards, or
have suggestions of places or individuals who would like an occasional card from St.
Mark’s, please let the board know!! Any questions can be directed to Leslie Oehring.



BOARD OF PROPERTIES’ REPAIR/MAINTENANCE SHEET — St. Mark’s Board of
Properties now has a sheet on the bulletin board outside of the church office where you can list
projects that you see around church that need to be completed. See a light bulb that’s out? List it
on the sheet. See something that’s broken? List it on the sheet. Please help the board discover
repairs that need to be fixed by listing them on this sheet. Thank you in advance for your help!

IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community
Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St. Mark’s so that our congregation
will receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of what
you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and we hope
you will bel!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus
Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In order to
locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much!

TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER — We
continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center
in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs where
you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists needy
families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so if you
can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated.

COLLECTING BOTTLES/CANS FOR ZIAH TOWN LUTHERAN SCHOOL - If you would
like to donate your returnable cans and bottles, the Board of Human Care is accepting them
weekly! Just bring your bag to church and an usher will let you know where you can put them. A
member of the Human Care Board will collect them and make the return. All money will then go
into the fund for the Ziah Town Liberian Lutheran School to be used for catechisms and/ or school
supplies. You may also make donations at any time by either putting your check/cash in a green
envelope and writing “Joe Boway” on the front (checks made payable to St. Mark’s), or visiting
the St. Mark’s website, clicking on the online giving button and selecting the fund titled Joe
Boway/Liberian School.

WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries,
and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of
the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to
fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used
eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate
postage stamps, please leave Y4 of the paper around the stamp.


https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING

Presiding Minister Rev. Terry Nelson

Emeritus
Elder on Duty Darryl Swainson
Greeters Jennie & Karen Kaufman
Offering Counters Nancy Hewson & TBD
Organist Rob Wheeler

Usher John Reardon



