ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
7979 Commerce Road
West Bloomfield, MI 48324
Phone: (248) 363-0741; Email: info@stmarkwb.org
Website: www.stmarkwb.org

The Seventh Sunday after Trinity
31 July AD 2022
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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T
Today we observe the Seventh Sunday after Trinity. On this day, we remember how Jesus
graciously sustains us through His Word and Sacraments. On account of sin, we live in a
“desolate place” where nothing around us can truly satisfy. But Jesus died and rose again
for our salvation and now comes to us with His Word of life, by which He saves us and
strengthens us, that we might be enabled by God’s strength to reach our heavenly home.
If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that
your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.
Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in
which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see
the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which
describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter,
as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth,
I humbly pray that You would open my heart
to the preaching of Your Word so that I may
repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my
only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.
Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that when we receive
Holy Communion together, we are publicly declaring both our unity in Christ and our
agreement in doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10). We also believe that if we receive
this sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30).
Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess the
teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have
not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a
course of instruction with us.
If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the
pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the
altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may remain in
your pew.

Rite of Holy Baptism
Candidate: Olivia Marie-Louise Wiles
Hymn of Invocation: 790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund
Text and tune: Public domain

LSB. p. 268

Service of the Word
Introit (spoken responsively)
P Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
C For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the earth.
P
C
P
C

Psalm 47:3, 6–8; antiphon: vv. 1–2

He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!
God reigns over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P
C
Kyrie

Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the earth.
Mark 10:47

Gloria in Excelsis

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O God, whose never-failing providence orders all things both in heaven and earth, we
humbly implore You to put away from us all hurtful things and to give us those things
that are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading
Genesis 2:7–17
7
Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8And the LORD God
planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.
9
And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.
10
A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became
four rivers. 11The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12And the gold of that land is good; bdellium
and onyx stone are there. 13The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that
flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is the Tigris,
which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.
15
The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep
16
it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree
of the garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Gradual (spoken responsively)
P Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
C Those who look to him are radiant,
and their faces shall never be ashamed.
Epistle

Psalm 34:11, 5

Romans 6:19–23
I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you
once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to
sanctification.
20
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21But what
fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? The
end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.
23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
19

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

Mark 8:1–9

In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat,
[Jesus] called his disciples to him and said to them, 2“I have compassion on the crowd,
because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3And if I send
them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have
come from far away.” 4And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these people
with bread here in this desolate place?” 5And he asked them, “How many loaves do you
have?” They said, “Seven.” 6And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And
he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his
disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. 7And they had a
few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set before
them. 8And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over,
seven baskets full. 9And there were about four thousand people. And he sent them away.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Childrens’ Message

Sit
Hymn of the Day: 819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good

Text: Johann Jacob Schütz, 1640–90; (sts. 1–3, 5): tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, adapt.; (st. 4):
tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, adapt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand
Prayer of the Church
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the holy people of God, that being strengthened in the power of Baptism, we
might not give ourselves over again to the slavery of sin leading to death, but instead
to the slavery of righteousness that leads to eternal life, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all Christian homes, that husbands and wives may love and forgive each other,
that parents may be faithful examples to their children and that orphans may know the
joy of a home, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all mankind, made in God’s image and having dignity and worth in His sight, that
His gift of earthly life would be defended at every age, from natural conception unto
natural death, and that all people may live in peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the work of the Church, that as the disciples’ bread was blessed and multiplied,
our offerings would also be blessed and multiplied to feed countless souls with God’s
Word and increase His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all in hardship or facing any need, [especially _____________,] that God would
strengthen them in faith and grant them deliverance according to His will, let us pray
to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all who partake of Christ in the blessed Sacrament today, that we may be satisfied
with His great compassion, receive the forgiveness of our sins, and be preserved in
faith unto life everlasting, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You fed 4,000 men, besides women and
children, with seven loaves and a few small fish. Graciously abide among us also with
Your blessing. Keep us from covetousness and the cares of this life, that we may seek
first Your kingdom and Your righteousness, and, trusting in You above all things,
receive gladly Your constant help; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Sit
Offering
During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your
pew.

Service of the Sacrament
Stand
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.
Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of
His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us
in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei

John 1:29

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Sit
Distribution
Visitors – Please see the note on the inside front of this service folder regarding our Holy
Communion policy.

Distribution Hymn: 566 By Grace I’m Saved

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could I help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?
6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
Since I am saved by grace alone.
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775
Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn: 691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763

Stand
Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2:29–32

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103:1

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Closing Hymn: 561 The Tree of Life

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Bruce W. Becker, 1952
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110002763
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763
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THIS WEEK’S CHURCH CALENDAR
Sun. 7/31 The Seventh Sunday after Trinity
 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.
 Take down white outdoor tent (after Adult Bible Class)
Mon. 8/1

Pastor’s Day Off

Tue. 8/2

Board of Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Thu. 8/4

Pastor out of the office in the p.m.
Quilting Bee Resumes 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Sat. 8/6

Men’s Bible Study 9:00 – 10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Young Adults Gathering 4:00 p.m., Trent & Jennifer Johnson’s house

Sun. 8/7

The Eighth Sunday after Trinity
 Divine Service 9:30 a.m.
 Adult Bible Class 10:45 a.m.

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT BIBLE STUDY – All are invited to attend this morning’s abbreviated Adult Bible Class
starting at 10:45 a.m. in the basement Fellowship Hall. Pastor will continue to explore the liturgy
of the Divine Service in order to help attendees understand what is actually going on in the
service. We hope you will attend!
QUILTING BEE RESUMES – St. Mark’s Quilting Bee will resume meeting on Thursday
mornings at 10:00 a.m. starting this Thursday, August 4. Many hands are needed as they
continue to work on quilts to be sent to Lutheran World Relief. Whether or not you know how to
quilt, your help would be much appreciated!
YOUNG ADULT GATHERING – All young adults are invited to gather at Trent & Jennifer
Johnson’s house (2606 Alden Court, West Bloomfield) this Saturday, August 6 at 4:00 p.m. for
some fun and fellowship. If you have any questions regarding the event, feel free to give Trent a
call at (260) 452-8573.

COMMUNITY MOVIE NIGHT – Everyone is welcome to join us for a FREE Outdoor Movie
Night here at St. Mark’s on Friday, August 19. The movie is yet to be determined, but it will be
a PG-rated movie that the entire family is sure to enjoy! Popcorn, chips and drinks will be
available for free also. Please make plans now to attend, if you can!
READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 2022! Our Board of Elders is leading a reading program in
which we will be going through the entire Bible in the year 2022. We hope you will participate!
Yearly reading plans are available on the back table in the sanctuary.
The readings for Week 31 (July 31-August 6) are:
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

31-Jul
1-Aug
2-Aug
3-Aug
4-Aug

Isaiah 57-59
Isaiah 60-63
Isaiah 64-66
Jeremiah 1-3
Jeremiah 4-5

Fri
Sat

5-Aug
6-Aug

Jeremiah 6-8
Jeremiah 9-11

IF YOU SHOP AT A KROGER STORE, please consider participating in their Community
Rewards program and link your shopper’s bonus card to St. Mark’s so that our congregation
will receive free cash each quarter! There is no cost to you! Kroger will send a percentage of what
you spend to our congregation as a way of supporting the community. If interested (and we hope
you will be!), please click on this URL below to see how you can link your Shopper’s Bonus
Card to our congregation: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. In order to
locate St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, search for business # 82449. Thanks so much!
TOILETRY/HYGIENE DONATIONS FOR THE OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER – We
continue to receive hygiene & toiletry products year around for the Open Door Outreach Center
in Waterford. There are two bins located on the shelves at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs
where you can place product donations. The Open Door is a non-profit organization that assists
needy families in the Lakes Area. They are ALWAYS in need of toiletry and hygiene items, so
if you can provide any of these throughout the year, it would be appreciated.
KEITH ELEMENTARY “INVISIBLE DAD” LUNCH PROGRAM DONATIONS – Keith
Elementary’s Invisible Dad Lunch Program was started a few years ago by a dad of one of the
students so that if a child forgot to bring a lunch, or if their personal lunch fund balance was short,
the school could offer them a full lunch at no cost instead of the free, state-sponsored “tiny lunch”
that doesn’t contain enough food and isn’t the healthiest. St. Mark’s has placed our Invisible Dad
Lunch donation jar back on the table in the back of the sanctuary so that we can receive any extra
change you’d like to donate for next year’s lunch program at Keith. We hope you will participate
by donating any loose change you have!

WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT used postage stamps for Wycliffe Bible Translation Ministries,
and used eyeglasses for MOST Ministries in the two plastic bins on the shelves at the bottom of
the sanctuary stairs. Wycliffe sells the stamps to stamp collectors and then uses the proceeds to
fund Bible translation projects throughout the world. MOST Ministries repairs/refurbishes used
eyeglasses and distributes them via eyeglass clinics to the needy around the world. If you donate
postage stamps, please be sure to leave ¼” of the envelope paper around the stamp.
SEEKING A VOLUNTEER TO BE LWML PRESIDENT AT ST. MARK’S - St. Mark’s
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) board is seeking someone to fill the role of
president. The LWML is the leading group for Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod’s women where
each woman is welcomed and encouraged to use her unique God-given gifts as she supports
global missions and serves the Lord with gladness. As Lutheran Women in Mission, these ladies
joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.
Some of the duties St. Mark’s LWML president would perform include being the liaison between
the LWML office in St. Louis, Missouri and St. Mark’s LWML board, attending a few LWML
Zone Rallies in our local area, overseeing some small mission fundraising events here in order to
help support the work of missionaries, and assist with St. Mark’s Quilting Group. If you have any
questions about the LWML, or the duties of the LWML president, feel free to talk to Jennie
Kaufman for more information. We’d love to find our new LWML president as soon as possible,
so if you’d be interested, please let Pastor Vergin know ASAP.












SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS THIS MORNING
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