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T Welcome in the name of Jesus! T
Today we observe the Fourth Sunday of Easter. On this day, we remember Jesus’ promise,
sealed in His resurrection, that in Him our sorrow will turn into joy. As we know, in this
world we face many sorrows, especially we who follow Christ. However, we can be sure
that, just as Jesus was raised from the dead, we too will be delivered. Therefore, we bear
every sorrow patiently, waiting eagerly for the Day when they will all turn at last into joy.
If you are a VISITOR here, we’d like to offer you our warmest welcome! We pray that
your experience among us is blessed, and that you depart filled with God’s peace and life.
Also, toward the end of our service today we will be celebrating Holy Communion, in
which we will eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood, under bread and wine, for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Therefore, we ask that you would please see
the statement titled “On the Sacrament of Holy Communion,” printed below, which
describes our beliefs and practices regarding this sacred gift.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter,
as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth,
I humbly pray that You would open my heart
to the preaching of Your Word so that I may
repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my
only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.
Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: We believe that when we receive
Holy Communion together, we are publicly declaring both our unity in Christ and our
agreement in doctrine (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 1:10). We also believe that if we receive
this sacrament in unbelief, we risk God’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-30).
Therefore, communion at this altar is reserved for those who believe and confess the
teachings of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Those who have
not been formally instructed in our teachings should wait to commune until completing a
course of instruction with us.
If you are a VISITOR and would like to commune with us today, please speak with the
pastor before the service. If you will not be communing, you are welcome to kneel at the
altar with your arms folded across your chest to receive a blessing, or you may remain in
your pew.

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Stand
Hymn of Invocation: 467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt.
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Stanzas 1-3

Service of the Word
Introit (spoken responsively)

Psalm 66:3, 5, 8–9; antiphon: vv. 1–2

P

Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alleluia.
Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alleluia.

P

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.”
Come and see what God has done:
he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.

C
P
C

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P
Kyrie

Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alleluia.
Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alleluia.
Mark 10:47

This Is the Feast

Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, You show those in error the light of Your truth so that they may
return to the way of righteousness. Grant faithfulness to all who are admitted into the
fellowship of Christ’s Church that they may avoid whatever is contrary to their
confession and follow all such things as are pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading
22
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
23
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
24
“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will hope in him.”
25
The LORD is good to those who wait for him,
to the soul who seeks him.
26
It is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the LORD.
27
It is good for a man that he bear
the yoke in his youth.
28
Let him sit alone in silence
when it is laid on him;
29
let him put his mouth in the dust—
there may yet be hope;
30
let him give his cheek to the one who strikes,
and let him be filled with insults.
31
For the Lord will not
cast off forever,

Lamentations 3:22–33

32

but, though he cause grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;
33
for he does not willingly afflict
or grieve the children of men.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Verse of the Day
Psalm 111:9a; Luke 24:26
During the Sundays of Easter, the Gradual is omitted and the Verse is expanded.
P

Alleluia. He sent redemption
to his people. Alleluia.
Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things
and enter into his glory? Alleluia.

C
Epistle

1 John 3:1–3
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
3
And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
1

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.

John 6:68

John 16:16–22

[Jesus said:] “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while,
and you will see me.” 17So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he
16

says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will
see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18So they were saying, “What does he
mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 19Jesus knew that
they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what
I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and
you will see me’? 20Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world
will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21When a woman
is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the
baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born
into the world. 22So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts
will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
Children's Message

Hymn of the Day: 483 With High Delight Let Us Unite

Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76
Tune: Cinquante Pseaumes, 1543, Geneva
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002763
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P In praise of the awesome works of our God — most of all, the resurrection of His Son
Jesus Christ; that God would have mercy on all who have fallen into darkness,
bringing them graciously into the light of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the Church, that God would preserve her in the midst of every sorrow; that in this
little while between Christ’s resurrection and our own, the threats of persecution, loss
or discomfort would not turn us from the joy and confidence of His redemption; and
that God would sustain all preachers faithful to their calling, all confessors steadfast
in their trials, and all Christians firm in their faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P In thanksgiving for the gift of family, that God would bless those who have shown us
a mother’s love, all mothers with child, all those who have suffered miscarriage or the
death of a child, and all those who continue to yearn for children, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For every human institution, that according to God’s will, each would exercise its
authority rightly; for good government, under which we may honor everyone, love
the brotherhood and fear God; and for us, that our obedience would be offered always
for Christ’s sake as sojourners and exiles in this world, and that any suffering we
must endure would be borne mindful of Him, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the sick, the suffering and the dying, [especially _____________,] that God
would deliver and comfort them, guard them against despair, and grant them patience
in the days of our trouble as we await together Your perfect healing, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all who commune, that here in the Sacrament of the Altar God would give us joy
in the midst of sorrow; that coming in repentance, a firm faith and a united
confession, we may have honest fellowship in the blessings of Christ’s testament; and
that with consciences thus cleansed from evil and renewed in Him, we would stand
undaunted until the day of visitation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P Lord God, of Your fatherly goodness You allow Your children to come under Your
chastening rod to conform us to Your only begotten Son here in suffering and

hereafter in glory. Comfort us by Your Holy Spirit in all temptations and afflictions,
that we would not despair, but trust continually in Your Son’s promise that our trials
will endure but a little while and then be followed by eternal joy. Grant that we would
overcome all evil in patient hope and at last obtain eternal salvation; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
Offering
During the Offering, we ask that you please sign a black attendance book located in your
pew.
Stand
Offertory

Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore, with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the allavailing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

Matthew 6:9–13

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

John 20:19

John 1:29

Sit
Distribution
Visitors – Please see the note on the inside front of this service folder regarding our Holy
Communion policy.
Distribution Hymn: 818 In Thee Is Gladness

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622
Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn: 793 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847
Tune: John Goss, 1800–80
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
Thank the Lord

[Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10]

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Benediction

Numbers 6:24–26

Closing Hymn: 467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt.
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Stanzas 4-7
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